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Gal. ii. 19. For I through the Law am 
dead to the Law, that I might live 
unto God, be 


£2 Godly Life is what we are all 
8 obliged to live, eſpecially if we 
PAY have been at the Lord's Table; 
but it is a Myſtery that very few 
z&A underſtand in their Experience, 
I if they will judge their Experi- 

SEP ences, by comparing them with 
this of Pawl in our Text, I through the Law, &c, 

Our Apoſtle in this Epiſtle is vindicating hime 
ſelf from the baſe Aſperſions caſt upon him by the 
falſe Apoltles, with Reſpect to his Calling, as if he 
had been no Apoſtle, and with Reſpect to his Do- 
Ctrine, as if it had been falſe and erroneous, From 
the Beginning of this Chapter to ver. 11. he tells us 
what he did at Feruſalem, how ſtrenuouſſy he op- 
poſed the falſe Brethren, that he might maintain the 
Truth of the Goſpel, which they ſought to overturn, 
From the 11th ver. to the 17th, the Apoſtle tells us 
what he did at Antioch, how zealouſly he oppoled 
and reproved even Peter himſelf, for his Diſſimula- 
tion, in compelling the Gentiles to Judaize ; giving 
thereby ſuch Offence, that the Jews were confirmed 
in their Judaiſm, ver. 12th, Other Fes diſſembled 
with him, and Barnabas alſo was carried away wich 
their Diſſunulation; and hereby Oc e iſion was g 2 
ven both to Jens aud Gentiles, to detert Chriſt, to 
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deny Grace, to return to the Law, and ſeek Juſti- 

fication by the Works thereof. So that we may ſee 
here, that great and good Men may difſemble, and do 
much Ill by their Diſſimulation, both among Mi- 
niſters and People. We have here a wonderful 
Example of it in the greateſt of Men, and ſuch as 
were Pillars of the Church; but it would ſcem that 
Peter and Barnabas, and other Fews here, did not 
ſee their Fault and Sin, but thought they did right 
enough; but Paul ſaw it, ver. 14: When I ſaw that 
they walked not uprightlyj according to the Truth of the 
Goſpel. This might ſeem a very bold and impudent 
Attempt, for Paul, the youngett of all the Apoſtles, 
C1 mean, of whom Chriſt was aſt ſeen, as of one 
born out of due Time) for him to take upon him to 
accuſe and condemn Peter as well as Barnabas, and 
the Jews for their practical Error, not walking ac- 
cording to the Truth of the Goſpel, But we ce, that 
as People may have the Goſpel, but not the Truth 
of the Goſpel ; ſo theſe that have the Truth of the 
Goſpel, may be guilty of not walking according to 
the Truth of it, even as Peter, Barnabas, and others 
here, whoſe Diſſimulation did not confiit with the 
Truth of the Goſpel, which they preached, but ten- 


ded to eftebliſh the Law, and ſo to overturn the | 


Goſpel, But God hath ſometimes very few Wit- 
neſſes to and up for the Truth of the Goſped: 
Here Paul was alone, Peter was againſt him; and 
Barnabas, his own intimate Aſſociate, was drawn 


away with the D iſſimulation; Jews and Gentiles 


were infected, and therefore Paul alone muſt fight 
againſt them all, for the Cauſe of Chriſt, and the 
Doctrine of the Goſpel, which was endangered. 1 


ſaid unto Peter before_them all, &. Not by teaching | 


of any erroneous Doctrine did Peter err; for that is 
22 
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= Principle we maintain, That che Apoſtles never 


err'd in Teaching, or in their Doctrine delivered to 
the Church; but his Error was in Practi oe, com- 
pelling the Gentiles to Judaize, whereby he ave 
them Oecaſion to think, that the Obſervation of 
the Law was neceſſary for Juſtification; Whereas 
he adds, Me that are Jews by Nature, ver. 15, 16. 
We Apoltles (might he ſay) tho Fews by Nature, 
vet we ſeek not. Juſtification by the Works of 
the Law; and therefore we ought not to drive 
the Gentiles to the Obſervation of the Law, that 
they may ſeck Righteouſneſs and Juſtification 
thereby. Why? becauſe, (I.) We know that a 
Man cannot be juſtified by the Works of the Law, 
but by the Faith. of Chriſf. (2.) Becauſe therefore, 
having renounced the Law in Point of Juſtification, 
we have embraced Chriſt by Faith, that through 
him we may be juſtified. . (3.) Becauſe by the Deeds 
of the Law no Fleſh can be ju 55 fied, New? from ver. 
17. and downward, the Apoſtle returns to the Ga- 
u; having told how hie reproved Peter, and 
what he ſaid to him anent Juſtification without the 
Vorks of the Law, he now comes to ſhew this 
octrine to be nowiſe oppoſite to the Doctrine of 
anctification, but of abſolute Neceſſity to true Ho- 
ineſs, ver. 17, 18. 4. d. If we Jens, who lived 
ormerly under the Law, and now ſeck Righte- 
(neſs in Chriſt alone, are thus accounted as Sin- 
ers, when we followed the Lawz it would ſeem that 


Tbriſt did diſapprove the Law. and approve Sin: 


d ſorbid, ſays the Apoſtle; this he denies and re- 
ts with Abhorrence, To object thus, might he 
* againſt the Doctrine of — Juſtifcation, were 
regious Blaſphemy againit the Son of God, as if 
Were the Minister of Who came to Gel 2 
in, 


1 * 
Sin, and to deſtroy the Works of the Devil; and by 
this Goſpel which I preach (might he ſay) Chriſt is 
held out as the Lamb of God, tha taketh away the 
Sin, of the Viorld ; not to take away Righteouſ- 
neſs, truly' ſo called, unleſs it be that falſe 
Vizard of egal Self-righteouſneſs, with which 
we formerly covered and masked our ſelves : 
Nay, he came to bring in everlaſting Righte- 
ouſneſs, a true and perfect Righteouſneſs for Ju- 
ſtification; he came to make an End of Sin by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf, and thereby to purchaſe the 
Spirit, as a Spirit of Holineſs and Sanctification, to 
deſtroy. the Power of Sin and Corruption; and 
therefore it is a baſe Calumny to ſay, that this Goſ- i 
pel Doctrine does open the Door to Sin and Licen« ff ; 
tiouſneſs : This he proves by two Arguments; It: 
1. Becauſe the Faith of Chriſt does not deſtroy it II 
ſelf, v. 18, Sin is like an old Houſe, which I have / 
razed, and deſtroyed by my Doctrine of free Iuſti- 0 
fication by Faith, and not by the Works of the Law; ar 
for by this Doctrine I preached Freedom from Þ ha 
Sin through Chriſt; and therefore, if I ſhould Fit, 
build up theſe old Waſtes of Sin again, it is not O] 
Chriſt, but I that would be the Sinner, or Miniſter ſit, 
of Sin; nay, I would be a Mad-man, to build withff#!! 
one Hand what I deſtroyed with the other. 2. Be- Pen 
cauſe Liberty to fin is contrary to the very Scopeſ he 
of the Goſpel, and to the Deſign of this Boctrinehbf, 
of Juſtification by Faith without the Works of theÞ!0n: 
Law; for [through the Lam am dead to the Law, that Ni 
might live unto God. rhei 
This is a very ſtrange, and wonderful Text, that live 
Fleſh and Blood can hardly bear, without ſuÞ* a. 


£p<cting, that it ſavours too much of a new Schemt Jeat 
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of Doctrine: And if K not the divinely in- 
ſpired Words of our Apolile Paul, it would hardly 
eſcape being taxed as an Antinomian Paradox, I 
remember, Luther upon the Text ſays, The falſe A- 
poſtles taught, Unleſs you live to the Law, you can- 
not live to God ; and therefore here Paul mult be 
the molt Heretical of all Hereticks; his Hereſy is 
unheard-of Hereſy, Reaſon and humane Wifſ- 
dom cannot receive it, that if we will live to 
God, we muſt be dead wholly to the Law : Yet 
ſo it is here, he declares it of himſelf, and in the 
Name of all Believers in Chriſt, yea, as the very 
Doctrine of Faith, I through the Law, &c. 
| | In which Words you may notice two remarkably 
different Things, Death and Life, Mortification 
- | and Vivification. 1. A wonderful Death, I through 
; {the Law am dead to the Law. 2. A remarkable 
ir Life proceeding out of that Death, that I might 
re be unto God, 1. You have a wonderful Death, 
i- | or Paul's ſtrange Mortification, I through the La 
Im dead to the Law; and of this Mortification ne 
m {fave here three Things, (I.) The general Nature © 
id lit, it is called a Death, I am dead. ( 2.) The 
ot Object of it, the Law; ( 3. ) The Means of 
der lit, the Law, I through the Law am dead to the Lam; 
ach! very odd Things to carnal Reaſon. ( 1; ) The 


Be- Feneral Nat ure of it, it is called a Death, I am dead. 


opel here are ſeveral Sorts of Death commonly ſpoken 
ingot, temporal, ſpiritual and eternal; but this is 
thedone of them, Temporal Death is a Separation be- 
t Frixt Soul and Body, but this Death takes Place 
here there is no ſuch Separation. Paul was thus 
hachlive, when he ſaid here, I am dead. Spiritual Death 
ſu b a Separation berwixt God and the Soul. but this 
emPeath is a Mean of joining God and the Soul toge- 
er. Eternal Death is an eternal Separation be- 
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twixt 
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twixt God and the Soul ; but the Death here ſpo- 
ken of, makes Way for eternal Communion with 
God. This is a ſttange Death, a ſtrange Mortifica- 
tion ; eſpecially if you conſider, (2.), The Object 
of it, the LAW, I am dead to the Law, not only the 
Ceremonial Law, but even the Moral Law itſelf as 
under the Form of a Coyenant of Works, and as a 
Condition of Life. 1 renounce, might he ſay, the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law, ſeeking no Salvation in 
the Works thereof; nay, in this Reſpect it is dead 
to me, and I to it; it cannot fave me, and I cannot 
expect Salvation by it; nay, I am dead to the Law, 
To be dead to Sin, is a Mortification that People may 
think they can eaſily underſtand ; but the Myſtery ] 
of it, in being dead to Sin, by this Mean of being 
dead to the Law, this cannot be well underſtood ; f; 
for one would think, that to die to the Law, were to fl 

b 


live in Sin: Nay, ſays the Apoſtle, it is quite other- 
ways; that I may die to Sin, I am dead to the Law, 
(z.) You have the Means of this Death, which is as 
ſtrange, namely, the Law; I through the Law am E. 
dead to the Law. As to this Mean of Death to theþj 


| Law, to wit, the La w.! find ſome Divmes underſtand ” 


it a different Law from the other; as if the Apoſtleſp,, 
ſhould ſay, I by the Law of Chriſt am freed fromþy,j 
the Law of doſes ; or, I by the Law of Faith amp. 
freed from the Law of Works, But I incline top,. 
join with the Current of ſound Divines, who unit 
derſtand both of the ſame Law, 9. d. I am dead tos 
the Law through the Law; the Law hath taughth; , 
me that I am a Sinner, that cannot be juſtified bye. 
the Law, which curſes and condemns Sinners: Byh..,, 
the Law is the Knowledge of Sin; and having thusſig 


by the Law known my ſelf to be a ſinful guiltyſ, 


Wretch, I am dead to all Expectation of Righte- II 
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ouſneſs by the Law. The Law then, having thus 
killed me, and all my Hope of Life by it, hath 
been a bleſt Mean of drawing me out of my ſelf, 
and all my legal Righteouſneſs to ſeek Life and 
Juſtification in Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs re- 
| ceived by Faith: Thus you have a wonderful Death 
tf here ſpoken of, 2. You have a remarkable Life 
© Þ proceeding out of that Death; you may call it Pauls 
1 Viviftcation, which was not peculiar to him, but is 
d common to all Believers : That / might live unto God, 
Where again you may notice three Things, (1.) The 
V. general Nature of this Vivffication, it is called by 
Y | the Name of Life: While a Man is alive to the Law, 
'Y Ihe continues dead; but whenever he is dead to the 
Law, then he is alive, the Breath of Life is breathed 
1; Iinto his Noſtrils, and he becomes a living Soul; 
to for the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Life enters into 
er- im. (2.) The Object of this Life, or Viviſicati- 
W. on, it is God; a living unto God, that is a new 
as Lite, a holy Life, a divine Life, a living to God, 
am to God's Honour, to God's Glory. Before this, 
the the Man lived to himſelf as his End, as well as 
nd himſelf as his Principle; but now he lives 
ſtieF.om God as his Principle, and to God as his End, 
omMyrhich only is a holy Life, and wherein true Sancti- 
amfcation lies. ( 3. ) You have the fluence that this 
topeath hath upon this Life, or this Mortification 
Ur ſath upon this Vivification; or, the Influence that 

toſuſtification by Faith alone, and not by the Deeds 
aghtſt the Law, hath upon Sanctifieation of Heart and 
byflife, or living to God, in the Particle that : I am 
F DYfrad to the Law, that I might live unto God, Now, 
Huspight the Apoſtle fay, How fallly do you charge 
Wtyby Doctrine, as opening a Window to Lieentiotiſ- 
hte- , while J in the Name of all Believers declare, 
neſs — 07] BOW * that. 


to find out Witneſſes to atre(t the Truth of this 


10 

thet this Doctrine of juſtification by Faith alone, 
or our being dead to the Law in Point of Juſtifica- 
tion, does open the Door to true Holineſs ; for none 
can live unto God, till they be dead to the Law, I 
through the Law am dead to the Law, that I might 
live unto God. But I ſhall endeavour further to 
explain the Words upon the following Oberva- 
tion, 


Doctrine, That to be dead to the Law in the Point 
of our Tuſtification, is neceſſary in order to our 
living unto God in Point of Santlification, 1 
through the Law, Cc. 


Now, upon this Doctrine, I ſhall endeavour, 
through Grace, to explain the ſeveral Branches ot 
the Text; and the general Method ſhall be, 1. To 
clear and confirm the Doctrine. 2. To ſpeak of the 
Believer's Death or Mortifi-ation here intended; 
I throuzh the Law am dead to the Law. 3. To ſpeak 
of the Believer's Life, or Vivification, his living 
unto God. 4. Of the Neceſſity of this Death in 
order to this Life, or the Influence that our being 
dead to the Law hath upon our living unto Ged. 
5. Make ſome Application. 


FIRST: HE AD, 
Firſt, To clear and confirm the Doctrine; At the 


Mouth of two or three Witneſſes, every Word ſhall be 


eſtabliſhed. But, to ſhew that we are not ſtraitned 


Doctrine, I ſhall produce more than two or three 
1½ Witnels that I cite, is that, Rem. vil. 4, 5, 6, 
where you fee, that to be dead to the Law, and 
married to Chriſt, is nccaſſary in order to living 

MI 
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unto God, and bringing forth Fruit to him, and ſer- 
ving him in Newnels of Spirit. 24 Witneſs I cite, is 
very like to this, Ia. liv. 1, 5. compared. Sing O Bar- 
ren For more are the Children of the Deſolate, Gen- 
tiles, than the Children of the married Wife : Why, v, 5. 
Thy Mater is thy Husband. Being dead to the Law, 
and divorced from it, and married to Chriſt, the 
barren Woman becomes a fruitful Bride, And, leſt 
= ſhould think I put a wrong Gloſs upon this 

ext, and miſtake the Meaning of it, you may com- 
pare it with a 3d Witneſs that I cite, whereby this 
very Gloſs that I give it is confirmed, Gal, iv. 27. 
For it is written, Rejoice thow Barren, Now, we 
would conſider what is the Subject here ſpoken of: 
The Apoſtle is ſetting forth Believers Freedom from 
the Law by the Goſpel, or their Juſtification by 
Faith without the Works of the Law ; and he con- 
firms it by an Allegory, ſhewing, that our Liberty 
from the Law was prefigured in the Family of Abra- 
ham, that we are not Children of the Bond-woman, 
or Bond- men to the Law, but Children of the Pro- 
miſe, as aac : And the Apolile explains the Pro- 
phet, and ſhews his Allegery to be founded, not 
only on the former hiſtorical, but alſo on this prophe- 
tical Scripture, The Goſpel- Church, including all 
Believers among Jens and Gentiles, is called the 
Bride, the Lambs Wife : And #s this Bride in gene- 
ral, being divorced from the Law, and married to 


Chriſt, is a fruitful Bride, bearing many Children, 


many Sons and Daughters to Chriſt, and more un- 

der the new Diſpenſation of the Covenant of Grace, 

than under the old Legal Adminiſtration thereof 

before Chriſt's Coming; ſo every particular Belie- 

ver, being dead to the Law, and married to Chriſt, 

i by this Means fryitful - bringing forth the —_— 
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12 
of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, to the Glory of 
God; as the Apolile, in proſecuting this Diſcourſe, 
further ſbews, v. 30. Caf? out the Bond-woman and 
her Son. Strange! that the Law (hould be called a 
Bond-woman, and then, Caſt out the Bond-woman 
this was ſtrange Language: Nay, but in the Caſe 
of Juſtification, Moſes and his Tables mult give 
Place to Chrilt, as Luther ſays ; Yea, he adds in 


this Senſe, I will ſay to hee, O Law, Be gone; and if 


it will not be gone, t hruſt it out by Force; Calt out the 
Bond-woman, Further, The Apoſtle adds, Chap. 


v. 1. Stand faſt therefore, &c, read 2. 4, 5, 6. 


where you ſee, that the Believer being free from the 
Law, and having the Spirit of Life, and the Spirit 
of Faith, bringeth forth Fruit to God ; of which 
Fruits of the Spirit of Chriſt, in Oppoſition to the 
Fruits of the Fleſh, you read, v. 16, 17. and down- 
ward. 4th Witneſs that I cite, is, Col. ii. 13, 
14. You being dead in your Sins hath he quick- 
ned Now, by what Means does this Quickning, 
or being made alive to God, come about? it is by 
the blotting out of the Hand-writing nailing it to 
bis Croſs ; intimating, that there is no living unto 
God, without being dead to the Law, and having 
the Law dead to us, by viewing 1t crucified with 
Chriſt, and nailed to his Croſs. 5% Witneſs is, 
Col. 111, 3. For ye are dead, that is, dead to the Law, 
as he had eleared before, and ſo dead to Sin, Self, 
and the World, And your Life is hid with Chriſt in 
Cod; and when Chriſt who is your Life ſhall appear, &c, 


Morti ſie therefore your Members which are upon the 


Earth. The Bchever is ſaid to be dead with Chriſt, þ 


2, 20. of the preceed ing Chapter, and ſo dead to 
the Law, which was nailed to the Croſs of Chriſt, 
And v. 1, of this Chapter, the Believer is ſaid OM 

knien 
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Jen with Chriſt, and fo he ſits together with 
hriſt in heavenly Places; But tho' his beſt Part is 
Love, even his glorious Head, whom he will fol- 
ow ; yet he hath Members on Earth, which he is 
illed ro mortifie ; which Mortihcation of Sin is, 
ou fee, the native Fruit of his being dead with 
hrit, and riſen with him. 6th Witneſs that I 
ite, is, Rom. 111, 28, 31. We conclude that a Man is 
fed by Faith, without the Deeds of the Law, and 
o he is dead to the Law. Now, does this Doctrine 
eltroy our living to God? Nay, Do we make void 
he Law through Faith? God forbid ; yea, we eſtabliſh 
be Lam; we eſtabliſh it as a Covenant of Works, 
hile we believe in Chriſt as our Righteouſneſs, to 
e imputed for our juſtification; and we eltablith it 
a Rule of Liſe, and Holineſs, while we believe in 
hriſt as our Strength, to be 1mparted for our Sancti- 
cation; and ſo being dead to the Law in Point of 
ultification, we live unto God in Sanctification. 
% Witnels that I cite, is, Rom. vi. 14. Sin (ſhall not 
ave Dominion over you, ſor you are not, &. Where 
ou ſee, that a Man's being under Grace, and not 
nder the Law, 1s the very Means by which he 
omes to be delivered, and freed from the Domini- 
n of Sin, and ſo lives unto God. Here is the Pri- 
s, f ilege, Deliverance from the Dominion of Sin; and 
V, he Means of it is, by the Grace of God in Chriſt 
If, Fclus, by which we are delivered from the Law: 
in Fer, as rhe Motions of Sin, Rom. vii. 5. are ſaid to 
c. ſe by the Law, ſo the Law being dead to us, and 
be ſre by Grace being married to another Husband, 
{t, ſre bring forth Fruit unto God; The Grace of God, 
to L bringeth Salvation, teaching us to deny Ungodline ye, 
lt. Titus ii. 11. While the Law hath Power over 2 
be lan, he cannot but be bringing forth Fruit unto 
en | Death, 
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' Dexth, Nom. vii. 5. There was never yet an effeQufhi, 
Courſe taken for the mortifying of Sin, but by th 
Goſpel and the Grace of Chriſt, which yet for 
ignorantly think leads to Licentiouſneſs, as th. 
thought in Pauls Days, v. 15. Nay, while wen 
under the Law, we are the Servants of Sin; br 
now, v. 22, being made free from Sin, and becufn 
Servants to God, ye have your Fruit unto Holineſs, all 
the End everlaſting Life. 8th Witneſs that I cite, fit 
Kom. viii 2, 3. For the Law of the Spirit of Life e 
Chri/t Je ſus, hath made me from the Lay of Sin a; 
Death. Why ? how comes that about? v. 3. it 
| . what the Law could not do, in that it was weak throue, 
| the Fleſh, Where ye ſee the Quality of every N. 
| | Hever, he is one that lives to God, and walks nf 
{| after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit; ar now, whiſk 
1 is the Foundation of this? even Freedom from ti 
Law, which through our Weakneſs could not I 
ſtiſie us; but our Help was laid upon One that 
mighty, who having come under the Law, dit 
; by a Sacrifice for Sin, condemn Sin in the Flelfþ 
| that the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be ful fillet 
| 


in us, both in Point of juſtifieation and Sanctifidh) 
| tion, 9th Witneſs is, 2 Cor. v. 15. read alſo h 
14. For the Love of Chriſt conftrains us, ———— thi 
be died for all, that they which live, ſhould net hen 
t% orth live to themſelves, but to him that died for theſtʒ 
bh here is true Sanctification, and living unto God 
but how came it about? The Means thereof is tif] 
Death of Chriſt, which we have been cclebratinſo 

in the Sacrament of the Supper; this is both tl 

Means and the Motive thereof. What fironger M 
A] tive than this, to live to him that died for us, ait. 
If by his Death redeemed us from the Law? For Ws 
6 are dead to the Lay by the Body of Chrilt, Xofſb 
* 


| 8 | 
Auf, 4. that ĩs, by the Death ot Chriſt, the Sacrifice of his i 
y tmanc Nature; and hence comes true ſpiritual Life, 
ſon living to him. 10th Witnels that I cite, is, 1 Cor. 
s thi. 56, 57. The Sting of Death & Sin, the Strength 
ve af Sin is the Lan: Where the Law is called the 
+ bſtcength of Sin, not only becauſe by the Law is the 
becolnowledge of Sin, and Sin would not have Power 
[s, aß condemn us, but by Virtue of the Law which 
ite, Wiſcharges Sin; but alto b:caule Sin gets Strength 
ife Fom the Law, Sin taking Occaſion by the Com- 
in aFandment, wrought in me all Manner of Concu- 
. Filcence, Rom. vii. 8. For without the Law Sin was 
rowead, Sin and Corruption is ſo irritated by the Law, 
'y Bhat thereby the Sinner comes to be more ſinful: 
s nfYhich is not the Fault of the Law, for it prohibites, 
whikproves and condemns Sin; but the Fault of or- 
m tſupt Nature, which, the more a Thing is forbidden, 
t Pe more impetuouſſ ic follows it; like a mad Horſe, 
nat he more he is checkt with the Bridle, the more 
dignad and furious he is. Now, the Strength of Sin 
Fleſſfs the Law ; but Thanks be to God, which gives us 
fillhe Victory through jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Victory 
1hÞver the Law which is the Strength of Sin; and ſo, 
ſo qpeing freed from the Law, or dead to it, in this 
- thfWay I am freed from Sin, and put in Caſe to live 1 
eneÞnto God. Theſe are Ten Witneſſes, inſtead of TwWen- 1 
hey that might be adduced for the Confirmation of 1 
20his Doctrine, Thar to be dead to the Law in Point of 
t uſtitication, Cc. Receive this Truth then in the Love 
it! df it. 
1 tl SECOND BEA 
My THE Second Thing propoſed was, to ſpeak of 
arJthis ſtrange Death of the Believer, 1through the Law 
r Wer dead to the Lay, Now here four Things are to 
Robe touched at, 1. What the Lay is, that = Be- 
* Wer 
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liever is dead to. 2. What it is in the Law, that he 
is dead to. 3. What is it to be dead to the Lay. 
4. The Means of this, that through the Law he is 
dead to the Law. 

1ſt. What the Law is, that the Believer is dead to, 
I know, I need to be cautious: in what I ſay in this 
capt1ous Age, eſpecially upon ſuch a Subject as this 
but it is in the Fear of God, to whom I am ac: 
countable, and without Regard to any Man, that 
I deſire to deliver the Truths of the Goſpel. What is 
the Law, to which Paul ſays he was dead? I thall 
not trouble you with the ſeveral Acceptations of 
the Lay, nor the Diſtinctions of it into Judicial 
Ceremonial and Moral. But here, tho the Apoltle 
{peaks ſometimes of rhe Ceremonial, and ſometimes 
of the Moral Law in this Epiſtle; yet in this Text, 
I ſuppoſe, with the Current of ſound Divines, 
that he underſtands eſpecially the Moral Lam, or 
the Law cf the Ten Commandments, conſidered un- 
der the Form of a Covenant of Works. The Law 
is to be taken two Ways, 1. Materially, for its 
mere preceptive and directive Parr, Or, 2. The 
Law may be taken formally, as it is a Covenant, whe- 
ther of Works or Grace, Now the Law, material- 
ly taken, is ill the fame, whatever Form it be caſt 
into, and it is the Tranſcript of the Divine Image, 
after which Man was created at firſt; ſo that, long 
before the Law was written in Tables of Stone, it was | 
written in the Tables of Man's Heart; and Man was 
obliged to Obedience to this Law, as a Creature to 
his Creator, tho? there never hid been any Cove- 
nant made with him ; and this Obligation to Obe- 
dience is Eternal, and Everlaſting, and Unchange- 
able: But this Law was afcerwards caſt into two 


different Fomms, namely, that of the Covenant of 
Works 
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E orks, and afrerwards that of che Covenant of Grace; 


Now here, I ſay, it is meant of the Law or Cove- 
nant of Works, in which Law there were three 
Things, a Precept a Promiſe, and a Penalty; 1; The 
Precept, which is perfect, and perſonal Obedience, by 


Jour own Strength, and in the old Covenant-Form, 


Do. 2. The Promiſe, which is Life eternal, Do and 


Ie. 3. The Penalty, which is Death temporal, 


ſpiritual and eternal ; If you Do not, you (hall Die, 


Gen, ii. 17, The Covenant of Works commands 


Good, and forbids Evil, with a Promiſe of Life in 
caſe of Obedience, and a Threatning of Death in 
caſe of Diſobedience ; and ſo this Law of Works 
hath a twofold Power, a Power to Jullifie, and a 
Power to Condemn ; to juſtifie, it we Obey ; and 
to Condemn, if we Diſobey. The Command of the 
Law, abſtracty and materially conſidered, is, as I ſaid, 
ternally binding upon all rational Creatures, ſo long 
as they continue to be Creatures, and God the 
Creator : But the Command of the Law, formally 
conſidered, or-under the Form of a Covenant of 
Works particularly, binds no longer than that 
Form continues, 3 the commanding Poper of 
the Law, as a Covenant of Works, is a Power cal- 
ling us to obey (or injoining us to do) by our 
own Strength, to obey as a Condition of Life, and 
to obey under Pain of Damnation. 
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as 4 Covenant of Works, to be thereby either juſtified or 
condemned. Thus they are dead to the Law. The Law 


is compared in our Text to a hard and cruel Maſter, 


and we compared to Slaves, and Bond-men, who, 
ſo long as they are alive, are under Dominion, and 
at the Command of their Maſters ; but when they 
are dead, they are free from that Bondage, and 
their Maſters have no more to do with them. Here 


then, to be dead to the Law, is to be free from 


the Dominion and Power of the Law. Now I 
think the Power of the Law may be conſidered, ei- 
ther as Accidental, or Eſſential. It hath an acci- 
dental Power or Strength, for Example, by Reaſon 
of our ſinful, corrupt and depraved State, even an 
irritating Power, whereby, as an Occaſion, it pro- 
vokes, and ſtirs up the Corruption of the Heart in 
the Unregenerate, Rom. vii. 8. from this the Believer 
is freed, fo far as he is dead to the Law, But next, 
There 1s a Power that the Law hath, that may be 
called Eſſential to it, as a Covenant of Works, and 
that is, a juſtifying and condemning? Power, as I 
ſaid before; a Power to juſtifie the Obedient, and a 
Power to condemn the D iſobedient: Now Believers 
are dead to the Law, ſo as they are not under it, to 
be jultified or condemned thereby; they are wholly, 
and altogether free from the Law, as it is a Cove- 
nant of Life and Death, upon doing, or not doing. 
But, for the further clearing of this, I told you up- 
on that Queſtion, What Law is here meant? That in 
the Law, as Covenant of Works, there are three 
Things, 1. The Precept of Obedience, 2. The Pro- 
miſe of Life. 3. The Threatning or Penalty of Death, 
all which the Believer is dead to. ,, The Precept 
of Obedience as a Condition of Life, 1s one 


Part of the Covenant of Works, Do and Live; or, If 


tha 
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thou wilt enter into Life, keep the Commandments ; 
this the Believer is delivered from, and fo dead to the 
Precept of the Law, as a Covenant or Condition 
of Life, Take heed to what I ſay here; I ſay not, that 
the Believer is delivered from the Precept of the Law 
ſimply, but as a Condition of Life : For the Com- 
mand of perfect Obedience, is not the Covenant of 
Works; nay, Man was obliged to perſect Obedi- 
ence, and 1s eternally bound to obey the Law, tho' 
there had never been a Covenant: But the Form of 
the Precept, or Command in the Covenant of 
Works, is perfect Obedience as à Condition of Life. 
Now it is the commanding Poweriqf the Law, as a 
Covenant of Works, that the Believet i freed from; 
and it hath no commanding Power, but in this 
dtram, namely, to command perfect Obedience as 
the Condition of Life; and, under Pain of the 
Curſe, Obey, and thou ſhalt live; otherwiſe thou 
ſhalt die. Now the Ground of the Believer's Free- 
dom from the Precept of the Law as a Covenant of 
Works, or Condition of Life, is juſt Chriſt's per- 
fect Obedience to the Law, in his Room, in his 
Stead, which 1s the true and proper Condition of 
our eternal Life and Happineſs, Nom. v. at the cloſe. 
By the Obedience of One, ſhall many be made righteous ; 
that as Sin hath reigned unto Death, even ſo Grace 
might: reign through Righteouſneſs, to eternal Life, 
There 1s an eternal Truth in this, that Life is not to 
be obtained, unkſs all be done that the Law re- 
quires, Do this and live; and that is (ill true, If 
thou wilt enter into Life, keep the Commandments. They 
mult be kept by us, or our Surety : Now the Sure- 
ty's Obedience being imputed to the Believer, as the 
Condition of eternal Life, the Believer is not obliged 
d Obedienee to the Law as a Condition of Life : The 
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Precept of the Law properly is, Do; but the Pre- 
- pept of the Law, as a Covenant of Works, is under 
this conditional Form, Do, and Live. Now, if any 
fay then, the Believer is delivered from Obligation 
to do, or to obey the Law, I deny that, for this Dy 
is eternally binding; but the Precept of the Law, 
as a Covenant of Works, is not ſimply Do, but Do, 
and live; and this conditional Form, which is pro- 
perly the Precept and Command of the Covenant of 
Works, he is indeed delivered from; for Chriſt as 
Surety came under the Law, as a Covenant of 


Works, or as it ſtood in this conditional Do, aud 


Live: For he yielded perfect Obedience to it, to pro- 
dure Life byj it; and fo the Believer is wholly deli. 


vered from Obedience to it, that is, to obtain Life 
by it, or to procure everlaſting Life by his Obedi- 
ence, The Precept, thus formed as the Condition of 
Life, by vertue of the Annexation of the Promiſe of 
Life to the Obedienee of it, is the Precept of the 
Covenant of Works; and from this Precept he is 
freed, and fo is dead to the Law in Reſpect of the 


Precept of it, in and through jeſus Chriſt his Sure 


ty. 24ly. The Promiſe of Life is ancther Thing in the 
Covenant of Works; and this runs in the ſame Line 
with the former, being ſo connected with it. T 
Promiſe of Life in the Law, or Covenant of Works 
was juſt the Promiſe of eternal Life, upon Condi 
tion of perfect Obedience: Now the Beſiever's Fre 
dom from the Lay, in this Reſpect, flows from hi 
Freedom from it in the former Reſpect ; For if 
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"FAY hath not the Promiſe of eternal Life, as the 
legal Ground, and Title upon which he is to obtain 
it; he holds his Title to eternal Life in Jeſus Chriſt, 
his Surety, in whom he hath a perfect Obedience, 
to which eternal Life is Fm? and which is 
now the alone ſure Ground upon which it is to be 
procured, The Believer's own Obedience to the 
Law, or his Goſpel Obedience, and Conformity to 
the Law, wrought in him, and done by him, thro' 
the Help of the Spirit of Grace, even this Obedience 
of his, I ſay, hath not the legal Promiſe of eternal 
Lite, as if it were the legal Condition of his obtain- 
ing eternal Life: No, his Goſpel Obedience hath in- 
deed a Goſpel Promile, connecting it with eternal 
Life, as it is an Evidence of his Union to Chrift, 
in whom all the Promiſes are Na and Amen; 3 and 
as it is a walking in the Way to Heaven, without 
which none ſhall ever come to the End, For without 
Holineſs it is impoſſible to ſee God, But the legal Pro- 
miſe of eternal Life made ro Obedience, and which 
makes our perſonal Obedience to be the Cauſe and 
| Marter of our Juſtification, and as the proper Con- 
dition of Salvation and eternal Life, this is the 
Promiſe of the Law, or Covenant of Works; and 
this Promiſe it is now wholly diveſted of, as to 

the Believer in jeſus Chriſt, who hath taken his 
# Law-room, and yielded that perfect Obedience, to 
which the Promile of eternal Life is now made: 
And the Reaſon why Is ay, the Promiſe of eternal 
Life is no made to Chriſt's perfect Obedience in our 
Room and Stead, is, Becauſe the Law, or Covenant 
Not Works, made no Promile of Life properly, but 
to Man's own perſonal Obedience; it made no 
Mention of a Surety : But now, in ſovereign Mer- 
e, thts Law-rigoar is abated, and the Surety is ae- 


ecpted, 
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eepted, to whoſe Obedience Life is promiſed. 340 
The Threatning of Death, in caſe of Diſobedience ö 
is another Thing in the Covenant of Works; Death Þ 
and Wrath, and the Curſe, is the Penalty of th 
Law ; Death is the Reward of Sin and Diſobed ien: 


— 
0 


to the Law, In the Dæy thou I thou ſhalt die; 
and this the Believer is alſo freed from by the Death 
of Chriſt, who died for our Sins: The Law ſaich 
Curſed is every one that continueth not, &c. but the 
Goſpel ſaith, Chriſt hath redeemed us from the Curſe . 
the Lan, being made a Curſe for us, Gal. iii. 10, 13 
As the Law then to the Believer is diveſted of its 
Promiſe of Life, ſo as it cannot juſtifie him for his 
Obedience; ſo tis diveſted of its Threatning off 
Death, and cannot condemn him for his Diſobedi- N 
ence to it as a Covenant, that Covenant-form of it 
being done away in Chriſt Jeſus with reſpect to the 
Believer, I think ſome will, may be, object, ſay- 

ing, That the Believer is delivered from the Curſe 
of the Law, we underſtand ; but ſtill we cannot 
underſtand how he is dead to the Command of the 
Law: That he is dead to the condemning Power offf 
the Law, is plain; but, how is he dead to the pre- 
ceptive, mandatory, commanding Power of the 
Law? I anſwer to you again, He is dead to, and 
delivered from the preceptive Part of the Law, not 
materially, but formally; for the Command of it 
materially, is, Do, or yield Obedience ; this he can 
never be delivered from, ſo long as he is a Creature, 
and God his Creator : But the Command formalh, 
or under the Form of the Covenant of Works, is, 
Do and Live, Do by your own Strength, Do as 
the Condition of your eternal Life, and Do under 
the Pain of eternal Death and Damnation 
this, I ſay, which is the commanding Part 
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f the Law formally conſidered, as it is a Cove- 
nant of Works, he is wholly and altogether de- 
the ſlivered from. To preach the mandatory Part of the 
L as a Cohenant of Works, is to preach the Mo- 
al Law, not merely as a Rule of Life, but as the 
a (Condition of Life eternal, in which Senſe the Be- 
ever is not at all bound to acknowledge it; and 
theo ſay, that the Believer is delivered from the Law, 
at is, only from the Curſe of the Law, would 

ake ſome very ſtrange Gloſſes upon many Serip- 
in ures: For Example, Gal. iii. 10. As many as are 


ha the Works of the Law, are under the Curſe ; the 
ol leaning of it then would be, As many are under 
i. Wc Carle, are under the Curſe. It muſt therefore 
fie meant of the Precept of the Law, As many as are 
the 


nder the Precept, are under the Penalty thereof, 
ſay- he Believer then is dead to, and delivered from 
e Law in its commanding and condemning Pow- 
mot, and that in, and through Chriſt : And Iam not 
eheſiraid, nor aſhamed to ſay it, in the Words of the 
r of#mous Doctor Owen, That the whole Power and 
pre- anction of the firſt Covenant was conferred upon 
the Thriſt, and in him fulfilled and ended: And I think 
and} ſay no more than what the Apoſtle, a greater than 
not le, faith, Rom. x. 4. Chriſt is the End of the Lam for 
f irfÞ/zhteouſneſs to every one that believerh, Thus you 
cane What it is in the Law, the Belieyer is dead to, 
ure Pore generally. 
% Third Thing here propoſed, was, What it is to 
Jo as dead to the Law, more particularly as it comes 
der inder the Notion of Death. And here, 1. I ſhall 
n ew the Import of this Death. 2. Some of the 
Pari ualities of it. 
ff *{&ST, To they the Import of this n_ 
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The Notion of Death may here help us to the Im- 
port: For, (I.) As in Death there is no Relation 
takes place; it diſſolves the Relation betwixt Ma ſter 
and Servant, Husband and Wife, Fob iii. 19. So here, 
the Man being dead to the Law, the Relation be- 
twixt him and it is diſſolved, Rom. vii. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
He is now martied to Chriſt, divorced from the 
Law : While the Man is alive to the Law, the Re- 
lation ſtands; See Gal. v. 3. (2.) In Death there 
is no Care or Thoughtfulneis, Eccl. ix. 10. T here i; 
no Work, nor Device, wor Knowledge, nor Wiſdom: in 
the Grave, whither t hon goeſt; Intimating to us, that 


in Death there is no Care, nor Thoughtfulneſs, not 


_ Concern about doing any Thing; ſo the Man that 


is dead to the Law, he hath no more Care, no 
Concern about the Works of the Law in Point of 
USTIFICATION, than a dead Corps about the 
Vork in which it was cecupied while living; while 
the Man 1s alive to the Law, all his Care and Con- 
ecrn is about the Works of the Law, Do, and Live, 


(3. ) In Death there is no Hope. The Land of the Li: 


ving is the Land of Hope, Eccl. ix. 4. Even ſo th 
Man that 1s dead to the Law, he hath no Hope nc 
Expectation from the Law, or from his Obedience 
thereto, The Man chat is alive to the Law, he hat 


Hope, that God will pardon him, and pity him 


Why ? becauſe he does ſo and ſo; he is a goo 
Neighbour, he wrongs no Body, he is juſt in hi 


Dealings, and careful in his Duties, and touching 


the Law, he 1s blameleſs ; he hath a geod Hea 
towards God, and he hath a good Lite too 
and therefore he hopes to be juſtified and ſaved e 
God, for Chrilt's Sake: For he hath learned, it ma 
be, to make fo much Uſe of Chriſt, as to think 
eannot be ſaved withoutrhim ; but (1B his Hope al 
X pee y 
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Expectation is founded . the Law : But now 
the Man dead to the Law, he hath no Hope from 
the Law, nay, he deſpairs of Salvation by the Deeds 
of the Law; as he ſces he cannot do any Thing 
without Grace and Strength from above, ſo even 
when he does any Thing by the Help of Grace, he 
ſees it ſo lame and imperfect, that God cannot juſti- 
fi: of fave him to the Honour and Credit of his 
halter unleſs he hath a perfect Righteouſneſs, He 

ath no Hope by the Law. 4. In Death there is 
no Toil, no turbulant Paſſion nor Affection: Natu- 
tal Death puts an End to natural Affections, which 
take Place in Man's Lifetime, ſuch as the weary 
Purſuit of what we love, and the weariſom Flight 
from what we hate, or fear: There is no ſuch 
Thing in the Grave, there the Weary are at Reſt, 
Fob 111. 17. They chat are alive to the Law, and 
find the Life of their Hands, they weary themſelves in 
the Greatneſs of their Way, as it is expreſſed, Iſa. Ivii, 
10, Many a weary Night and Day they may have 
in purſuing after their Lovers, in cliabliſhing their 
darling Self- righteouſneſs. The Law gives them a 
weariſom Task, to make Brick without affording 
Straw ; and loads them with heavy Burdens of 
Curſes, in caſe the Task be not performed. But 
when a Man is dead to the Law, then the Weary is 
at Reſt ; Chriſt is the Reſt, Come t9 me, all ye that are 
weary and heavy laden, and Ill give you Ref} : Then the 
Man gets Reſt to his Conſcience, 1n the Blood and 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the End of the Law; Reſt to 
his Paſſions and Affections; he reſts from his Fears, 
legal Fears of Hell, and Wrath threatned in the 
Law: The Believer indeed may be filled with them, 
but ſo far as he is dead to the Law, fo far is he at 
Relt from thele legal - Fears, He relts _ 

12 


wm 


26 
his Love and Delight; the Law aftords its Votaries 
much Pleaſure, ſometimes in the Performance of their 
Duty in a legal Way; but now the Believer takes 
no Delight in that Way of Juſtification, he is out 
of Conceit with himſelf, and his Duties, becauſe 
they are vile; yea, tho' they were not fo vile as they 
are, but perfect, yet he is out of Conceit of that 
Way of Life, and beholding the Glory of the new 
Covenant and Way of Salvation, joins Iſſue with 
Job, Chap. ix. 15, 21. Ina Word, he reits from all 
his legal Griefs and Sorrows, becauſe he relts from 
his legal Labours, As it is ſaid of the Dead in Chriſt, 
in another Senſe, Rev. xiv. 13. Bleſſed are the Dead 
that die in the Lord, they rejt ſrom their Laboars, 
and their Works follew them; So I may ſay in this 
Caſe, Bleſſed are the Dead that are dead to the Law, 


they reſt from their Labours, their toillom, trouble- 


fom, weariſom, legal Works, and yet their Works 
do follow them: They are now created in Chriſt 
Jelus unto good Works, But, 5. In Death there 
is no Senſe: A dead Man docs nor fee, nor hear, nor 
taſte, nor feel, nor ſmell, nor exert any natural 
Senſe ; ſo they that are dead to the Law, fo far as 
they are dead to it, they do not now ſce the Ligbt- 
nings of Sinai ail in a Flame, as formerly they did; 
they do not hear the Thunders thereof; they do 
not ſel! the Sulphure of the burning Mountain;they 
do not feel the Terror of vindictive Vengeance, 
the Tempelt that ſurrounded the Mount; they do! 
not taſte the Gall, the Bitterneſs of the Wrath! 
threatned in the Law; the Bitterneſs of Death is o- 
ver with them, ſo far as they fee that Chriit drank 
the Gall for them; yea, ſo far as they are dead to the 
Law, they are dead to all Sinzi Wrath: For, Heb, 
xIi. 18. They are not come bo the Mount that might be 
| : OR + touched, 
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ton hed, and that burned 10 Fire, nor unto Blackneþs 
and Darkneſs, and Tempeſt, and the Sound of the Trum- 
pet, but they are come ts Mount Sion, &c, But what ? 
Have the Godly no Scuſe of Law-wrath ? Yea, fo far 
as they are legal, and under the Law ( for they are 
never Wholly freed from a legal Temper while here ) 
the dead. Ghoſt of the Law may riſe up and fright 
them; but ſo far as they are dead to the Law, it is 
not Law-wrath, but Fatherly-wrath that affects 
them. Indeed thro' Unbelief they may fear Hell, 
but they cannot do ſo by Faith, ſceing there is no 
Foundation for either that Faith or Fear, in the 
Bible, that a Believer : ſhall be caſt into Hell, ſince 
there is no Condemnation to them, Cc. 6. In Death 
there is no Motion; vital Motion ceaſes when 
Death takes Place: Thus, fo far as a Man is dead to the 

Law, fo far the Motions of Sin are killed ; for the 
Motions of Sin are by the Law; Kom. vii. 5. By 
the Law occaſionally and aceidentally Men running 
the more into Sin, by how much the more they are 
forbidden to commit Sin. Hence Maſculns com- 
pares the Law, in this Reſpect, to a chaſt Matron in 
a Brothel-houle, Which by her good Advice does 
prove an Oceaſion to ſome impudent Whores to be 
more bold, and impudent in their Inpiety; Sin 
tzkipg Occaſjon by the Law, or Commandment 
lays. the Apoſtle, wrought in me all Manner of 
Concupilcence, But now, ſo far as a Man is dead to 
the Law, ſo far are the Motions of Sin killed, and 

his Soul quickned to live unto God. Of which more 
afterwards, ; 
2dly, To thew ſome of the Qualities of this Death to 

the Law. 1. It is an Univerſal Death; I do not 
mean that it is common to all the Children of Men, 
tho' it be a common Death to the Children of God, 

D 23: and 
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and to every one of them; yet it is a rare Death a. 
mong the Children of Men. The whole World 
lies in Wiekeneſs, and are dead in Sins and Treſ- 
paſſes ; few are dead in this Senſe, But what I mean 
by its being Univerſal, is, that the Man that is dead 
to the Law in Point of juſtification, he is dead to 
every Part of the Law in its old Covenant-Form, 
to the Precept of it, to the Penalty of it, fo as he, 
is not to be juſtified by the one, nor condemned by 
the other, He is dead to every legal Form of the 
Law ; his Goſpel Obedience thereto, is no Part of 
his Righteouſneſs for juſtification before God; if 
he ſhould endeavour to make his Goſpel Obedience 
to the Law as a Rule of Life in the Hand of a Me- 
diator, any Part of his Righteouſneſs for juſtificati- 
on, he ſo far turns the Covenant of Grace, and the 
Duties required therein, into aCovenant of Works, and 
fo he ſeeks to live to that, to which he is, and ſhould 
be dead. It is true, the Form of the Law in the 
Goſpel Covenant does not require Obedienee for 
Juſtification ; but yet this corrupt Nature is prone 
to turn to the old Byaſs, and abuſe the proper Form 
of it, by turning of the Rule of Obedience into a 
Rule of Acceptance, If a Man make Faith it ſelf, Þ 
or any Act or Fruit of it, the Matter of his juſtiff- 
cation, he turns it to a Covenant of Works: ThE! 
Believer is dead to Faith ic ſelf in this Reſpect ; yea 
Faith renounces it ſelf, and all Things elle, but: 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for Jultihearion, In chit 
Senſe, he is dead to Repentance, Love, and others 
Graces ; he is dead to every Obedience to the Law ffs 
as a Covenant of Works; to his natural legal Obe 
dience before his Converſion, and to his {piritualſſh: 
Goſpel Obed ience after Converſion ; which tho! if! 
it be 2 Righteoulnels that God works, and is tht: 
| | Authot 
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„ Ruthor of; yet, becauſe it is the Believer that is the 
4 Popject, and made the Actor thereof, it is called bis 
- Þwn Righteouſneſs, or Conformity to the Law : All 


hich he renounceth in the Matter of Juſtificaticn, 
leſiring to be found in Chriſt, not having his own Righ- 
eu ſneſs, that is after the Law, but the Righteouſneſs 
m, Which is of God by Faith, Phil. in. 9. So that 1 tay, 
he It is an Univerſal Death, 2. Ic is a lingring Deach. 
t is not eaſy to ger the Law killed, ſomet hing of a 
egal Diſpoſition remains even in the Beheyer 


of NMrhile he is in this World: Many a Stroke does delf, 
il end Self. righteouſneſs get, but ſtill it revives again. If 
ace e were wholly dead to the Law, he would be 
le- Frholly dead to Sin; but 10 far as the Law lives, Sin 


lives. They that think they know the Goſpel well 
nongh, bewray their Ignorance ;' no Man can be 
nd ſoo Evangelical, it will take all his Litetime to get 
ad legal Temper deſtroyed. Tho' the Believer be de- 
the Wivered wholly from the Law, in its commanding 
for and condemning Power, and Authority, or in its 
one riehtful Power that it hath over all that are under 
mt; yet he is not delivered wholly from its uſurped 
Power and Authority, which takes Place many Tunes 
pon him, while here, through remaunng Unbelief. 
p, It is a peinfal Death; it is like the eutting off 
he Right-hand, and plucking out the Right-eye: 
No Will hatch the Man to part with the the Law, 
tis as natural for him to expect God's Favour 
pon his doing fo and fo, and to exrect Life and 
Salva jon by his own Obedience, or doing as well 
as he can, as it is natural for him ro draw his 
WbeEbreath ; If we do gur Biſt, God will accept of us, that is the 
natural Language of every one, who is wedded to 
iche Do and Live of the firſt Covenant. Ard O what a 
g Piu is it to be brought off jrom that Way! To die 
DO 0 
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to the Law, is moſt a, ſtrange Doctrine; ary 
legal Pangs, and Pains of Conyiction, and Hun 
liation muſt be born, before a riglit Thought abgy 
dying to the Law can be brought forth. 4. It is 
pleaſant Death; it is painful at firlt, but pleaſant o 
laſt: O how pleaſant is it, to ſee Self abaſed, and Grag 
exalted, Self- Righteouſneſs cried down, and -Chrif'&: 
Righteouſneſs cried up in the Soul! Wiſdom's Way 
axe Pleaſantneſs, and this Way particularly, whe 
in no Fleſh does glory in his Preſence; but he that gl 
rieth, glorieth only in the Lord; he rejoiceth in Chri 
Jeſus, and hath no Confidenee in the Fleſh; he dog 
joy in God through jeſus Chriſt, by whom be 
ceives the Atonement, and Grace reigning througli 
Righteouſneſs, to eternal Life by Jztus Chriſt ou 
Lord, Rom. v. 14, 21. This Death is a pleafaulff 
parting, when the Man is brought to a paxtin: 
with all his own Rags for a glorious Robe, 5, It y 
an honourable Death; To be dead to the Law, is! 
Death that brings. Honour to God, to Chriſt, . 
the Law, and to the Believer, It brings Honour t 
God's, Holineſs, which is now ſatisfied by Chrilty 
Doing; and Honour to God's Juſtice, which | 
now ſatisſied by Chriſt's Dying. It brings He 
nour to Chriſt ; for now the Man values the Rig 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, as being indeed the Righteoul 
neſs of God, and a full, furhcient, perfect Righteoulf 
neſs. It brings Houour to the Law, when, infical 
'of our imperiect Obedience, we bring to it an Obe 
dience, better than Men or Angels in their bf 
Eſtate could give it, even the Lawgiver's Obedience 
which indeed doth magnifie the Law, and make it 
honourable, It brings Honour alſo to the Believaf 
himſclt ; he is honoured and beautified with a Law 
biding Righteouſnefs, truly meritorious, and oy 
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| Vay glorious ; this is the Honour of all. the Saints. 
. It is a profitable Death; it is a happy Death, and 


holy Death, profitable both for Happinets and 
olineſs, profitable both for Juſtification. and San- 


Fiification., Our legal Righteouſneſs is unprofi- 
ole, /. lvii. 12. 1 will declare thy Righteonſneſs, 
Wd 1by Works, for they ſhall not profic thee, 


It is un- 
rofirable for Juſtification ; for by the Deeds of the 
aw no Fleſh living can be juſtified: It is unpro- 
table for Sanctification, for his filthy Rags do ra- 
er pollute him than purify him. But the Righ- 
onſncts of Chriſt is proficable every Way; they 
re happy that have it, for they are juſtified from 
Things, from which they could not be juſtified 
y the Law of Moſes : They are holy that have it, 
wilt appear 1n the Sequel of our Diſcourſe, Being 
cad to the Law, is the Way to live unto God. 
Fourth Thing here propoſed, is the Means of this 
eath, I through the Law am dend to the Lam: The 
lem of Death to the Law, is the Law. = Oneſtion, 
ow can this be, ſecing the Law is the Caute of no 


ge 1 hing in us, and is the Minittration of Death, 


nd Condemnation ? 2 Cor, iii. 7, 8, 9. 1 Anſzer, 
ho the Law is not the Cauſe of this Death to the 


and fo of Death to Sin; yet it is an Occaſion 


creof, for it acculcs, terrifies, and condemns us, 


Wl thereby occaſions and urgeth us to flee to Chriſt, 


ho is the true Cauſe that we die to the Law, and 
din: As the Needle goes before, and draws the 
read which fews the Cloth; fo the Needle of 
Luv goes before, and makes Way for the 
race of the Goſpel, that it may follow after, and 
To be dead to the Law, 

4 marricd to Chriſt, is all one in Scripture Senſe, 
ow to be dead to the Law by the Law, 18, by 
45 12 denne 
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Means of the Law, to be led to Chriſt for Juſtif. 


cation by Faith in him, without the Deeds of th; 
Law, Gal. iti. 24. The Law was our Schoolmaſter n 
10 lead us to Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by Faith 
where the Law may be riken either for the Ceremy. 
nial or Moral Law. It we take it for the Cerems 
nial Law, then it is true that the Ceremonial Lay 
pointed our Chriſt to us truly: But then the G 
temonial Law was Goſpel in the Subſtance of | 
tho vailed over with Types and Shadows, whid 
were to eOntinue till the Body was come, But | 
we take it for the Moral Law, then it brings ust 
Chriſt only occaſionally ; for to bring us to Chril 
is no proper Work of the Law, only it is the O. 
eaſion thereof, inſomuch as it drives us from | 
felf, and makes us ro ſee that by it there is nfl 
Hope of Life; ſo it curſes allSinners, and gives Hop 
of Life to none: It is the Goſpel only that (hen 
us the Salvation to be had in Chriſt. Now the Lai 
by the Severity of it, is an Occaſion to us of ſeelf, 
ine Life, where it is to be found; like a Chi 
| knowing the Tenderneſs of his Father's Love, : 
finding his Schoolmaſter to be very ſevere and ſharp, 
runs from the Severity of the Maſter, to hide hin 1 
ſelf under his Father's Wings; yet not by his 
ſter's Teaching, but his Severity is the Occaſion it 
Even fo it is through the Law and its Sever 
that the Believer is dead to the Law: It is then by 
Law-work, in ſome Meaſure, a Work of legal Ca. 
viction and Humiliation, that a Man comes to * 
dead to the Law. 00 
Here IIl name to you a few Pieces of LA., 
work, which are the Occaſion of the Man's be 4 
dead to the Law, when the Spirit of God ma hy 


Ul of the Lay for that Eud, 1. Through the 
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gigs Man gets the Conviction of the Holineſs of God, 
Hur and of the Holineſs, Spirituality and Extent of the 
che Law it ſelf; the Spirit of God inlightens the Mind, 
ig to ſee the Conformity of the Command unto the 
ail Will of God, and to the holy Nature of God: 
"his is called the _— of the Commandment 
I. vii. 9. For I nas alive without the Law once, I 
T7 thought I was holy enough, 1 found the Life of 
Iny Hand, While I was touching the Law, blameleſs; 

h hat when the Gomwiuandment came, Sin revived, and J 
"OY e. When Eiayithe Holineſs and Spirituality of 
i Mod's Law, Sin reviWed, and 1 died; I ſaw that 1 
us was a Sinner indeed; and I died to the Law, and 
to all Conceit of my own Works, and Obedience to 
Mthe Law. This Conviction makes a Man have a 
m Naoctrinal Approbation of the Law as holy, juſt and 
Neood, holy in its Precepts, juſt in its Threatnings, 
and good in its Promiſes; I conſent to the Law, 
that it is good. By this Conviction, a Man fees 
not only the Holineſs and Spirituality, but the Ex- 
ent of the Law: Thy Commandment is exceeding 
broad, it is extended to all my Thoughts, Words 
and Actions; to all my Aflections, Deſigns, Deſires, 
and Inelinations. Now, when a Man fees this, it 
Wkills his Confidence, and makes him fee he hath no 
Nishteouſneſs conformable to the Law. 2. Through 
the Law, the Man gets the Conviction of Sin. By 
the Law is the Knowledee of Sin, Kom. iii. 28. 
Conviction of Sin is the Conſcience of our tranf- 
greſſing of this holy Law. This Conviction makes 
a Man fee Sin in its Nature, that it is the Tranſgteſ- 
lion of the Law, 1 John iii. 4. and fo a Contrarie- 
ty t0 the holy Nature and Will of God, This 
Conviction makes a Man ſee the Kind; of Sin: It 
ay be, the Spirit of God begins with ſome actual, 
| E Srlęvous 
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grievous Sin; Actual Sin is the ſwerving of our Acti- 
ons, either in Thought, Word or Deed, from the 


Law of God, either by Omiſſion or Conimiſſion. 


From thence the Conviction goes to Original Sin, 
letting che Man fee, that not only is his Nature 
deſtitute of all Righteouſneſs, and Conformity to | 
the Law, but that it is wholly corrupt, that he is 
juſt a Hell of Sin and Enmity againſt God; and 
from thence the Spirit of God by the Law con- 
yinces the Man of the Originating Sin, even of Adams 
Sin, and ſays to him, as it is, ſa. xliii. 27. Thy ff 
Fat her hath ſinned, and thou in him. This Con- 
viction makes the Man ſce alſo the Aggravation; of 
Sin, how much Light, and how many Mercics he 
hath ſinned againſt ; and alfo rhe Poner and Do- 
minion of Sin, what a Slave he is thereto, and that 
the Law is ſo far from freeing him therefrom, that 
it but exaſperates Corruption, and ſo is the Strength 
of Sin, Now, when the Man comes thus to feff 
Sin in its Nature, Kinds, Aggtavations, and Do- 
minion, what can more tend to kill his Concęit off 
Righteouſneſs by the Law? 3. Through the Law 


the Man gets the Conviction of Guilt as well as 


Sin, that he is bound over to Puniſhment accord ing 
to the Law ; for Guilt 1s properly an Obligation 
to Puniſhment. As by the Precept of the Law, 
the Man comes to get the Knowledge of the intrin- 
ſical Evil of Sin in its Nature; fo by the Penalty of 


God, the Wrath of God, the Vengeance of God is 
the Retinue and Train of Attendanrs that accompa- 
ny Sin; and fo the Man is put in Fear of Hell and 


Damuation. It may be, When Be gocs to Bed, l 


fears 


C393 : 
e fears he (hall never riſe again; when he goes out; 
1. | he thinks he ſhall never come in again; he is afraid 
0, | his Meat choke him, or the Houſe fall above his 
re Head, or the Earth open and ſwallow him up: 
to Sente of Wrath haunts him like a Ghoſt ; the Man 
is is put in Priſon, and concluded under Sin, Gal; 
di. 22. Sin is the Priſon, the Sinner is the Priſoner, 
n- God is the judge, and the Curſe of the Law is the 
3s Bond by which the Priſoner is tied Neck and Heel; 
and from this Priſon there is no Eſcape, without 
20-ſthe Mercy of God in Chriſt, who can command 
of this Priſoner to come forth, The Law cannot do 
er, i: is weak through the Fleſh ; Man cannot do it, 
Jo- Wi: 1s by Nature without Strength: Only he whom 
hat od hath given to be a Covenant to the People, 
hat . xlix. . can ſay to the Priſoner, Go forth, Now, 
eth rhen the Man is thus convinced of Guilt and 
fee NVrath by the Law, this hath a Tendency to make 
Do-FEm dead to the Law, and to kill his Confidence 
t oi any legal Righteouſneſs of his own. O is there 
Lawſy poor Priſoner here, that finds himſelf (hut up 
1 asÞÞ Priſon, under the Power of Sin, and under the 
Aingpullt of Sin, and Wrath of God ? O let this give 
tion on ſome Comfort for the preſent, till God looſe 
LaW, Pur Bands, that this is the Way God is taking to 
rike you dead to the Law, that you may hve to 
ty oled. 4. Through the Law, a Man gets the Con- 
tection of God's Equity, and Righteouſneſs, tho 
er to (ould punith, and execute Law-vengeance ; and 
je ois made to jultifie God, tho' he ſhould fend him 
od Hell, I do rfot ſay that the Sinner is made 
npa- int to be damned; no, that, in ſome Reſpect, 
ande to be content to be an Enemy to God, and 
I he n against him for ever; for the State of the 
fcarimned includes cverlaſting Enmity and Sin, 7 
E 2 10 
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ſo it can never be the Thing he is made content 
with ; but the Man 1s brought to a Conviction of 
God's Equity, and Righteouſneſs, tho' he (Mould 
ſend him to Hell, as an everlaſting Puniſhment, 
To juſtifie God, ſays an eminent Divine, is to ac- 
knowledge, on the one Hand, that he does no wrong 
to the Sinner in the Execution of the Curſe ; and, 
on the other Hand, that he does no wrong to 
to himſelf, or to his own Juſtice, when he execute; 
the Judgment threatned againſt Sin, but that he does 
that which is right, O, ſays the Sinner, in this 
Caſe, God does me no Wrong, tho” he ſhould de 
ſtroy me; and he docs not wrong his own juſtie: 
but is a juſt God in ſo doing: Yea, I cannot fx 
how the Credit of his Juſtice ſhould be falyed, and 
how he ſhould be glorified in his juſtice, it he did 
not execute Judgment upon me, either in my {elf 
or in a Surety for me, becauſe I have offended fſuchif 
an infinitely Glorious Being; Againſt thee, thee on 
ly have I ſinned, that t hon mighteſt be juſtified whenlf 
thou ſpeakeſt, and clear when thou judgeſt, Pal, 1, 
4. 1s God unrig hteous, that takes Vengeance ? God fu 
bid. Rom. iii. 5, 6. The Offence donc againit th 
greateſt of Beings, deſerves the greateſt of Puniſh 
ments, even the eternal Deſſruction of the Creatur: 
It is true, God delights not in the Death of a Sin 
ner, As 1 live, I have no Pleaſure in the Death af 
Sinner, Ezek. xviii. that is, as it is a Deſtructio 
of the Creature, tho' he delights in it, as it is tb 
Execution of juſtice; even ſo the Sinner gonvine: 
by the Law, tho' he cannot take Pleature in this, 
think of being deſtroyed, yet there is ſome ſeen 
kind of juſtitying that which God takes Pleature i 


namely, the Execution of juſtice. O how fit is f 
that God's juſtice be glorified ! Aud bow juft! 
Gol 


( 


God, in exeeuting infinite Judgment upon 


ſuch an 
infinite Evil as Sin is! And indeed the Sinner 
worfld not ſee Salvation to be free, if he did pot ſee 
Damnation to be juſt ; but the Sight of this in the 
Glaſs of the Law, and in the Light cf the Spirit, 
tends in a manner to reconcile the Man with the 
Device of Salvation through Chrilt, whoſe bloody 
Sacrifice gives Juſtice full Satisfaction, He is now 
content that God's Juſtice be glorified by a Satiſ- 
faction, more glorious than that which the Damned 
in Hell can give; and fo it tends to make him dead 
to the Law, and to all other legal Pennances, and 
ſham Satisfactions, which thoſe, who are ignorant 
of God's Equity and Righteouſneſs, are ready 
fooliſhly to- invent, 5. Thro' the Law a Man 
gets the Conviction of his own Inexcuſeableneſs, 
which is that Effect of a legal Work of the Spirit, 
whereby the Soul is left without Excuſe of, or De- 
fence for it ſelf, Nom. iii. 194 What ſoever Things the 
Law ſaith, it ſaith to them that are under it, that exe- 
ry Mouth may be ſtopt, and all the Vorld may become 
guilty before God. + Now the whole Soul of the Man 
ories out, Guilty, Guilty; his Fig-leaves of Excuſes 
are blown away; his former Shifts, and Cavils in 
Defence of himſelf, do now evanith ; he hath not 
a Word to ſpeak in favours of himſelf, What ſaid 
he formerly > Why, it may be, his Heart ſaid, if 
if not his Mouth, O I hope there will be no feat 
of me, Adam's Sin was not mine; Original 4 18 
what I could not help, it came with me do the 
World; as for my actual Sins, 1 fee others guilty 
of greater; as for my Omihon of Duties and Com- 
miſſion of Treſpaſſis, I ſee none but have their Faults; 
and God is a mercitul God, and I hope he will not 


be lo unjuſt as to dawn his own Creatures. Theſe | 
| and 
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and the like Shifts and Excuſes formerly took Place; 
but now he becomes ſpeechleſs, his Mouth is opt. 
They fee they will but deceive themſelves by Thele 
"miſerable Shifrs, and that they are guilty, guilty, 
ſinful Wretches, blacker than the very Devil, and 
have not a Mouth to open for themſelves ; and fo 
they die to all Conceit of themſelves, and their own 
Righteouſneſs. 6. Through the Law the Man 
comes thus to get a Conviction of his abſolute Need 
of the Goſpe!, or of the Saviour revealed thereby, 
being convinced of His ſinful and miſerable State 
by: Nature, and humbled under the ſerious Con- 
ſiderat ion and View of his Sin and Miſery, fear- 
ing the Wrath of God due to him for Sin, behold- 


ing the Equity of God, tho he ſhould cat him. 


into Hell; having his Mouch ſtopt, and deſpairing 
of getting out of this Condition by his own Power, 
or the Help of any other Creature. He is now con- 
vinced of the need of the Saviour ; O I perith, I 
periſh for ever, unleſs the Law-giver provide a 
Law-biding Righteouſneſs for me! Now, the Soul 
is ready to cry out, not in Rachel Senſe, Give me 
Children, or elſe I die ; but in her Phraſe, O give me 
Chriſt, or elſe I die; give me a Surety, or elſe I die. 
Now he is content to be for ever indebted to the 
Rightconſneſs of another; and thus the Law is the 
Occaſion of bringing a Man to Chriff, And ſo 
you ſee how it is, that thro' the Law they are dead 
to the Law, that they may live unto God, 


THIRD, HEAD. 
THE 7hird Thing ito ſpeak of the Beliexer's 
Life, which is the Fruit of this Death; it is a liv- 
ing unto God. And now, in fpeaking hereto, I 


f would, 1. Enquire what kind of Lite it is? 2, What 


axe 
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are the Seriptural Deſignations of it? 3. What is 
ce; imported! in its being called a Living in general? 
pt. 4. Mhat is imported in its being called a Living ts 
ele [God in particular? 
ty, fl 1/7, What kind. of Life 1 151t? And, (1.) It is not 
nd E Natural Life, either iu a phyſical or moral Senſe. 
fo Natural Life, in a phyſical Senſe, is that which we 
vn received from Adam by Generation; and it is the 
an Function of natural Faculties, in- living, moving, 
ea uſing of Senſe and Reaſon ; that is a Life common 
V, to all Men, who yet may be dead: Neither is it a 


tc Natural Life i in a moral Senſe, ſuch as Heathens 
n- nay have ; the Heathens may have common No- 
IT- tions of God, and of Good and Evil, ſo as to ren- 
d- ler ch em int xculable i in their unnatural Immorali- 


ce, Kom. i. 19, 20. They have a Book of Nature, 
oth Internal, in the Remainders of the Law in 
he Heart, ſo as they do by Nature the Things 
ontained in the Law, Rom. ii. 14, 15. And Ex- 


| ernal, in God's Works of Crcation arid general 
a Wrovidence; The Heavens declare the Glory of the 
ul rd, Ce. Now, this natural Life cannot be the Live 
ne g ro God here ſpoken of, becauſe this natural Life 


ne Wows only from a natural State, which 1s a State 
le. t Death: By Nature we are dead, legally dead 
he nder Condcinnation, ſpiritually dead in Sins, 
he Wrho I corrupt 3 and the Tree being bad, the Fruir 
lo Fit be bad allo : a filthy Fountain can br: ng forth 
ad eG bt filchy Strcallis. Ib Natural Lit. docs 


upt; * 48 the De ſires of the Felt and I the 
nd, the Luſts of the Fleſh, the Luſt of the Eye, 
rs Fi che Pride of Life. At belt their natural Life 
V= ſors from Selt-love, or Love to its own Honour, 


I ice, Profits or Pleaſurcs; ; all Nature's Works 
at Axe 


| ( 4 ) 
are ſelfiſh, however heroick they may be, This na- 
tural Life is directed by a natural Rule, ſuch az 
the Light of Nature inward, or outward, accom- 
panied with the Counſels and Examples of Natu- 
raliſts; neither does it ever come-up to that ſame 
Rule of Nature's Light, which therefore does eon- 
demn them as guilty. This natural Life hath on- 
ly natural Deſigns, and Ends ; the natural Man 
acts from Self as his Principle, toSelf as his End, al- 
eribing the Glory of all his Actions thereunto: 
Thus Herod gave not God the Glory of his fine O- 
ration, but took the Praiſe to himſelf ; but he was 
immediately ſmitten of an Angel, and eaten up df 
Worms, This natural Way of living, it is 1n 
natural Manner, after the Courſe of this World, 
according to the Prince of the Power of the Air, 
Eph. ii. 2. which is nothing but a Walking in the 
Luſts of the Fleſh, fulfilling the Deſtres of the Fkſſ 
and of the Mind : Yea, in this natural Life, no- 
thing of Chriſt, or of his Goſpel, is either in th: 
State, Practice, Rule, End or, Manner of it ; nay, 
they are without Chriſt, being Aliens from thi 
CTCommon-wealth of Iſrael, and Strangers to the 
Covenant of Promiſe, having no Hope, and with. 
out God, or Atheiſts, in the World, Eph. ii. 12 
(2. ) It is not a Legal Life, eicher of Jewiſh Confor. 
mity to the Ceremonial Law, or of perfect Conformity 
to the Moral Law : It is not that legal Life of Jeniſt 
Conformity to the Ceremonial Law, or according iq 
the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation, for that Ceremonul 
Law is abrogated in Chriſt the Subſtance of all th 
. old Shadows; and ſo that Feniſßh Life is unpre 
1 fitable, and vain, yea, it is damnable, and prof. 
. hibited under the higheſt Penalties, Col, 11. 20, 2141 
And therefore ſays the Apolile, Gal, v. 2. If it 


„„ 
Nis Ie cireumeiſed, or live according to the Cerems?- 
3 Inial Law, or any other Law of Works, ſo as to 
m expect Juſtification thereby, Chriſt (hall profit you 
itu- Frothing. Neither is this living to God that perteR 
ame Life bf Conformity to the Moral Law, according 
JON” to the old Covenant of Works, which required 
on perfect, perſonal, and perpetual Obedience, as the 
Man ond ĩtion of Life ; and threatned Death upon the 
al- Peatt Failure: 1 ſay, it is not this Life either; for 
Ito: Man hath become guilty, and forfeited Life, and in- 
O- Nurred Death by Adam's firlt Tranſgreſſion, Rom. v. 
Was 8. By one Man Sin entred into the World, and Death 
p ot Sin, &c, Thus we are for ever incapable of that 
in if which Adam was capable of before the Fall. Ic 
old,; alſo impraCticable,becauſe Man is by Nature with- 
Ar, Rut Strength, Rom. v. 6. We have no Strength to 
1 the ire that Obedience which the Covenant of Works 
Fes eguires, becauſe we mult be redœmed from the 
no- Furſe thereof, and reftored to the Righteouſneſs 
1 th: ercof, before we can be capable to do what it re- 
Nay ſuires, And tho' Adam's Sin and Tranſgreſſion 
1 thtÞ--1c not imputed to us, as indeed it is, yet ſeeing 
the very adult Perſon at leaſt hath ſinned after the Si- 
vithehintude of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, for no Man liver 
l. 1 ſnneth not; therefore he can fever perform the 
ntorBerfect Obedience therein required, and by the 
rmit]®:e& of rhe Law no Fleſh can be juliified, Beſides, 
feniſſpere is no Article of that Covenant of Works, that 
ingthrorided for a Remedy in caſe of a Breach ; 
10N!lUSt all that the Covenant of Works does, is 
IU thi promiſe Life to perfect Obedience in Man's' 
nprogn Strength, and threatens Death in caſe of Fai- 
Profe, and fo leaves the Tranſgreſſor thereof under its 
O, 2urſe, In a Word, the Life according to thac Co- 
If 5Fnaut cannet be the Life here meant, becauſe that 
CTR RARE 
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Covenant ſpeaks nothing of Chriſt, or of his Gol. 
pel, by whom and by which only we can now come 
to this living unto God, and b:cauſe this living 
unto Cod preſuppoſes a being dead to the Law, or 
dead to that Covenant, otherways we can never 
live unto God. 3. It is not a Phariſaical Life of 
external, legal, but imperfect Conformity to the Lay, 
and thereby endeavcuring to eſtabliſh a Righteouk 
neſs of our own, as the Jens, Kom. ix. at the Cloſe, 
and Rom. x. at the Beginning, Many reckon ay 
outward Moral Converſation to be this living un- 
to God, whether in performing the natural Dutie: 
of Civility and moral Honeſty, or in an ex: 
ternal Performance of religious Duties, ſuch 
as Prayer, Praiſe, Reading and Hearing, watt 
ing upon Divine Worſhip, The Church of Laodices 
was felf-conceited, they thought they were rich 
and increaſed with Goods; But, behold the Tettts 
ticate that Chriſt gave them, that they were neither 
cold nor hot, ſuch as God would ſpew out of his 
Mouth; yea, that they were wretched, miſerable, 
blind and naked: That js all the Teſtimony that he 
gave them, Who look't upon themſelves as rich in 
legal Righteouſneſs, and good Works. This Pha. 
rifaical Liſe may be accompanied with a glorious 
Profeſſion; they may profeſs Soundneſs in the Faith, 
and diſown all thele legal, and unſound Principles, 
which others may have as their ſtated Opinion; they 
may profeſs, that Righteouſneſs and juſtificat ion 18 
not by the Works of the Law, but by the Faith 
af Chriſt, or by che Works of Chrilt received by 
Faith alone; they may have a ſound Head, but noſf 
ſound Heart, nor a good Conletence, nor Faith 
unſeigned; for the End of the Commandment is 
Loye proceedings from theſe, 1, Tim. i. 5. Folk 

may 


I 
Gol. Imay be like the Toad, that hath a precious Stone 
omen his Head, but his Belly is full of Poiſon; they 
vingſþnzy have a Head full of Knowledge, and a 
v, or Heart full of Eumity; a filthy Mud-wall may be 
ever ir niſbed wich fine Arras, a rotten Sepulehre may 
fe ale whitencd: They may have much of the Mat- 
Law, Per, and external Form of Godlineſs and yet want 
coul be Power, and internal Form thereof; a Name to 
loſs, re, and be dead, Yea, this phariſaical Life may be 
1 accompanied with many excellent Gifts, and com- 
un. Don Graces, and high Attatnments (as well as all 
utie iſible Church-privileges ) as we find ſome Apo- 

exeſſſtates may have, Heb, vi. Their Underſtanding may 
ſuch ſo far enlightned, that they may wm to ſtrange 
vat. Diſcoveries of Chriſt. Balaam was called a Man 
dicuſſbote Eyes were opened, and that ſaw the Viſions 
richÞt ihe Almiehty, Num. xxiv. Their Wills may be 
Felt. Je far renewed, as to have a great many good Pur- 
rheeFoſes, like theſe who reſolved to ſerve the Lord 
his rich all their Heart, Deut. v. 27, 29. Foſh. xxiv. 
able 5, 21. They may be almoſt perſwaded to be 
at hbriſtians. Their Aftections may be greatly raiſed, 
ch in nd enlarged ; they may be raiſed to ſome Sorrow 
Pha- Ver Sin, like Judas, and like Eſau, who fought the 
jou leſſing with Tears; to ſome Joy, like the Stony- 
aith round-hearers, that received the Word with Joy 
ples, nd Pleaſure, yet had no. Root; to ſome Delight, 
they ke the Pers, of whom it is ſaid, Ia. Iviii. 2. That 
n they ſousht him daily, and delighred to know his 
aithNVays; yea, to ſome Fear and Reverence, like theſe 
{ by-a<mics that are ſaid to ſubmit themſelves, Pſal. 
t no vi. 3. and even to ſome extraordinary Raprures, 
ich like theſe who are ſaid to taſte of the Heavenly Gift, 
ar i pnd to be Partakers of the Holy Gholt ; hereupon 
Folk heir Life and Converſation may be changed in 


may F 2 part: 


2 


| 1 
part: Thus many, through the Knowledge of God, 


of the old Adam cannor bear good Fruit ; Ir 1s on- 


Oo 


and of Chriſt, have eſcaped the Pollutions of the 
World, 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21, 22. The common Gifts 
and Graces of theSpirit may warm, ſmooth, and waſh 
their outward Converſation ; all this will not 2. 
mount to this living unto God 1n the Text, What 
kind of Life then is this? I Anſwer, 4. It is: 
Spiritual Life, being the Action, Motion, and gr 
cious ſaving Operation of the Spirit of God in us 
and cauſing, us to walk in his Statutes, Ezek. xxxvi 
27. lt is the Life of a Spiritual Man. Ic is impoſ- 
ſible for one to have a godly Lite, whatever to the 
World he may ſeem to have, till he be a godly Per- 
ſon, or in a ſpiritual State. A Man muit have a 
State of Union to Chriſt by the Faith of God's O. 

cration, ſo as, being married wich this Husband, 

e may bring forth Fruit unto God, The Branch 


Iy the true Branch, planted in Chriſt by the Spiri 
of Faith, that bears good Fruit, John xv. 4, 5. A 
Man mult be in a State of Reconcihacion with God, 
juſtiſied, pardoned, and indemmfied, before God 
accept of any Service oft his Hand; for two cannd 
walk together, or live together, unleſs the be & 
greed, God accepts no Action from an Enemy, 
but his returning to him by Faith in Chriſt, and 
then begins all perſonal Acceptance. Men mult be 
Inn a State of Adoption, before it is poſſible that they 
can be Followers of God as dear Children; in: 
State of Renovation, renewed by the Holy Gholt in 
the Spirit cf our Mind. The godly Man, that B 
in caſe for a godly Lite, is juſt a new Creation, even 
the V/orkmanſhip of God, created iu Chriſt [clus 
unto good Works, which God betore ordained 
b 

right 
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right with God, a Man cannot have a right Life, or 
hve unto God, 

But I ſhall go on to inquire, 2dh, Into the 
ſcriptural Deſignations of this Life. To give all the 
Names that it comes under in Scripture, were too 
large a Task: I (hall only ſingle out ſome of the moſt 
notable Names it gets in Scripture. It is ſometimes 
deſiened trom God, ſometimes from Chriſt, ſome- 
times from theSpirit, and ſometimes from theſe Names 
that import the other tpecial Qualities and Pro- 
perties of it. 1. Sometimes deſigned from God, and 
it is called the Life of God, Eph. iv. 18. from 
which all natural Men are alienated : This is a 
wonderful N»me that it gets, the Life of God; 
Who can tell what this Life of God is? God lives 
in himſelt, and the Believers lives in God, his Life 
is hid wich Chriſt in God, Col. iii. 3. "The beſt 


Je ci lay of it, is, That it begins in Grace, and 


ends in Glory, and is wholly of God, and 1n him, 
2. Sometimes it is deſigned from Chritt, and ſo it is 
called a Living by Faith on the Son of God, Gal. 
I, 20. immediately following our Text, where, 
when the Apoſtle would explain what he under- 
lands by his being dead to the Law, he lays, 1 am 
erucified with Chrift ; and when he would explain 
what he underſtands by his living unto God, he ſays, 

Nevertheleſs I live, ye: not I, but Chriff liverh in me. 
Chriſt (might he tay) is che Alpha and Omega of 
my Lite, rhe Beginning and the End of it; the 
Auchor, "and Finiſher of i ir; Chrilt is the Principle 
ot my Life, from whom! live; Chriſt is the End 
of my Life, to whom I live; Chriſt is the Pattern 
of my Life, according to whole Example I live ; 

Chritt is the Giver of my Life, the Maintainer of 


be na: Lite, the Reſtorer of my Life; alter Decays, he 


rig 


reſtores 


C46) 
reftores my Soul, and makes me to walk in the 
Parhs of Righteouſneſs for his Name's Sake: Chriſt 
is the Food of my Lite; I would die, if he did not 


feed me with his Fleſh, and Blood, which! is living 
Bread and Water to me : Chriſt is the Medicine of 
my Life; it is by renewed Touches of the Hem of 
his Garment, an4 . renewed Applications to him, 
that my Soul is healed ; for there is Healing under 
the Wings of this Sun of Righteouſneſs, Chrilt is 
the All of my Life ; for to me to live is Chrift ; he 
is my Light, my Strength, my Rightcouſneſs : It is 
the Glory of the Believer, to acknowledge Chrilt the 
Alpha and the Omega, and the ALL of his ſpiritual 
Life, 3. Sometimes it is deſigned from the Spirit, 
and ſo it is called a Living in the Spirit, Gal: v 
25. 1f we live in the Spirit, let us alſo walk in the Sp i 
ric, It is a Living in the Light, and Leading of — 
Spirit, Thy Spirit i good, lead me to the Land of Up- 
righteſs, It is a living 1 in the Graces and Fruits of 
the Spirit, which are deſcribed, Gal. v. 22. and 2 
bringing forth theſe Fruits of the Spirit. It is a l. 
vins in the Strength and Power of the Spirit, which 
is therefore called a Law ; The Law of the Spirit of 
Life in Chriſt Je ſut hath made me free from the Law of 
Ein and Death, The Power of the Spirit hath the 
Force of a Law within the Man, inſomuch that 
when he walks in the Spirit, he does not fulfil the 
Lu'ts of the Fleſh ; he ſets the Power of the Spirit 
2zainit the Power of Sin. It is a living in the — 
forts of the Spirit, and Joys of the Holy Ghoſt; 
and when he thus lives, the Joy of the Lord is tal 
Strength. Ir is a Walking in the Liberty of theft 
Spirit ; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, ther 
is Liberty: When a Man hath this Life, chen hel: 
bath Liberty to hear, read, pray, believe, monurn;þþ 
anc 


there 
jen he 
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and Liberty to ferve the Lord; Truly Iam thy Ser vant; 
thou haſt loo ſed my Bonds. In a Word, it is a living 
in the Love of the Spirit, and in a conſtant Depen- 
dence on the Spirit. 4. Sometimes it is deſigned 
from theſe Names that import other ſpecial Qiali- 
ties and Properies of it: And here, I might brin 
in a Multitude of Seriptures. It is called a hol | 
Life, Be ye holy as 1 am hoh: It is called a humble 
Life, Walk humbly with thy God; - a heavenly Life, 
Our Converſation is in Heaven, the Man is heavenly 
in his Thoughts, and ſpiritualy-minded ; heavenly 
in his Speech, deſiring to Edify theſe that are about 
him; heavenly in his Affections, which are ſet up- 
on Things above, his Deſire and Delight being ſet 
upon heavenly Things; heavenly in his Hope, Zook- 
ing for that blefed Hope, and the glorious Appearing 
if the great God; heavenly in bis Trade, trading 
daily to the heavenly Country by Faith, Prayer, 
and drawing Bills. of Exchange upon ChriR; as it 
vere, for all that he ſtands in need of. It is cal- 


d an Upright Life, No good Thing will be withhold” 


rom him that walketh aprightly, - A mell-ordered” 
ile, To him that orders his Converſation; &c. It is 
alled a Circumſpect Lite, See that ye walk circum ſpect- 
9. It is called a Goſpel Life, Let your Converſation 
e 45 it becometh the Goſpel, that is, as it becomes a 
oſpel- State, Goſpel- Principles, Goſpel-Rules, and 
olpel-Patterns, Goſpel-Motives, and Goſpel-Ends; 


ud under the Influence of Goſpe- Grace, adorning 
De Doctrine of God our Saviour. But, omitting 


Utheſe, I only inftance in one Seripture, wherein 
his living unto God is deſcribed, in ſuch a Man- 
er as includes all other Properties of it, yea, and 
omprehends all the Duties of Obedience we 


ourn itte called to, Tit. ii. 11, 12. The Grace of God hath 
anc 2h 5 . 5 | 
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aopeared unto all Men, teaching us, that denying Ungod. 
2 and worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, = 
teouſiy and godly in this preſent World ; where you 
ſee, this living unto God, comprehehends all theſe 
Duties of Piety towards God, Sobriety towards out 
ſelves, and Righteouſneſs towards our Neiehbour, 
which we are obliged to by the Law, as a Rule of 
Life and Holineſs, and all under the Influence of 
the Grace of God, revealed, in the Goſpel, teaching 
us theſe Things effeaciouſſy: For the Law teacheth 
them only preceptively ; but it is the Goſpel that 
teacheth them effeftively, workuig in us both to 
Will, and to Do. O that we kuew this Life mort 
than we do ! 


THE Third Thing here, was, What is imported 
in its being called a Life in general ? Indeed this 
living to God, 1s the only Life that deſerves the 
Name of Life. In Vegetative Lite, the Trees of the 
Field do excel Men; for, from little Plants, they 
turn to ſtately Oaks. In Sen ſitide Life, the Beaſts 
of the Field do exce}] Man, for they go beyond 
him in theſe natural Faculties; as the Dog in 
Smelling, the Eagle in Seeing, the Hart in Hearing, 
and other Creatures in other Senſes. In Rational 
Life, many Heathen Philoſophers may excel the 
Chriſtian, So that it is not the Vegetative Life, whereby 
Plants excel us; nor the Senſitive Life, whereby 
Beaſts excel us; nor the Rational Life, which Re- 
probates have as well as we; but the SPIRITUAL 
Divine. Life, that deferves the Name, without 
which, our Life is but a Death. However, this 
Spiritual Life, or living to God, may be ealled Lite, 
becauſe it hath all theſe Things in it ſpiritually, 
which natural Life hath in it naturally; As, I. 
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Life hath Motion in it; and fo here, this Spiritual *4 
Life imports Motion ; wherever the Spirit of Life | 
comes, there is a Motion among the dry Bones. 
Now, there are ſome Duties he moves in, ſuch as 
prayer, Behold he prayeth, who never prayed to 
Purpoſe before; he moves in the Duties of Hear- 

ing, Reading, Examination, and Mortification. 
Nor, there are ſome Graces that move in him: Faith 

2 begins to move, ſaying, J believe, Lord help my Un- 
% Hape begins to move, He is begotten to a new 
Nt 

0 


CO — 


and lively Hope : Love begins to move, may be in 

, | Sighs* and Grones, for want of Love. Now he 
« | moves, and the Term he moves from, is, Sin, Satan 
and the World, and Self, and Self-righteouſnels ; 
and the Term he moves to, is, God and Chriſt, and 
4 | Heaven, and heavenly Things: So far as this Di- 
e vine Life takes Place, fo far all the Faculties of the 
ul move towards God; the Underſtanding to 
be him, the Will to ſerve him, the Affections to 
imbrace him: And all the Members of the Body; the 
Eye 15 lift up to Heaven in Prayer and Supplieati- 
d Jon, the Ear is open to receive Inftruction, the 
Muth inlarged to ſing bis Praiſes, the Tongue will 
g. be no more the Trumpeter of idle Communication, 
che Hand and Heart will be Inſtruments of Devo- 
e rotion, the Knees will be bowed to the God and 
„Fecher of our Lord Iſus Chriſt, the Feet will de- 
she to carry the Man to the Houle of the Lord; 
alis in Motion for God, ſo far as this Life rakes 
LN Place. You may here fee by the Way, whether 
it you have or want this Life, which is a living to 
is God, Tho' I ſee an Image lively repreſenting 2 
e, Man, having Eyes, Ears, Mouth, Nole, Hands 
„end Peer, yer I know it hach no Life in it, becauſe 

it hath no Motion; ſo, we ſee a Profeſſor with- 

| hn our 
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out Practice, we may ſay he is an Idol, he is 1» 
Chriſtian, but the Image of a Chriſtian : It is true, 
a Hypocrite may have all theſe external Motions, 
like a painted Puppy, that may by ſome Ingine be 


made to dance, and move up and down, but from 


no vital Principle of Life. 2. Life hath Breath in 
it, James ii. laſt, The Body without Breath is dead, as 
it may be rendred ; fo in this Life there is Breath: 
If a Man's Breath be held in a little While, the Per. 
ſon cannot live; ſo the Believer would die, if he 
had not Breath in a ſpiritual Senfe, What is the 
Air he breathes in? It is juſt the Spirit of God; 
Anale, O North-wind ; come, thow South, &c. What 
is the Breath that is put within him ? It is the 
Spirit of God; the Holy Ghoſt is that to the Be- 
liever, that Breath is to the Body, yea, that the 
Soul is to the Body. God breathed into Adam the 
Breath of Life; and he breathes on the Believer, 
ſaying, Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt ; I will put my 
Spirit within you. What Lungs does he breathe 
with? It is Faith, we receive the Promiſe of the 
Spirit by Faith. And what Things does he breathe 
after ? Indeed the earthly Man breathes after earth- 
ly Things, ſaying, Who wil! ſbem us any Good? But 
the heavenly Man breatheth after heavenly Things, 
Lord, liſt thou ap the Light of thy Countenance upon 
me. Many Folk have a ſtinking Breath; it hath 
the Smell of Earth, yea, the Smell of Hell ; ſome 
breathe out Blaſphemies and Oaths, ſome breathe 
out Cruelty and Wrath ; but the Man that hath 
this Life, and lives unto God, his Breath is a ſweet 
Breath ; ſo far as he lives unco God, his Breath 
imells of Heaven, and of God and Chriſt, Bur, 
2. Life hath uſually Gronth, even ſo this Life is a 
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1 | 
lating Life. Let a Painter draw the Figure of Grapes 
never ſo artificially, yet they may be ſeen and dif- 
cerned from natural Grapes, becauſe they grow 
not: Thus the painted Hypocrite may look well, 
but never grows, A Man that hath this Divine 
Life, is uſually growing; if not upwardly in Ho- 
linels, yet downward in Humility ; if not ſenſibly 
in outward Fruitfulneſs, yer inſenſibly in 1nward 
Sighs and Sobs, becauſe of his Unfruitfulneſs, and 
in Pantings of Soul towards Perfection; , he that 
hath clean Hands, waxeth ſtronger and ſtronger. N 
Indeed a Winter-time may put the Believer far 
back, and interrupt the Groweh, but a Summer- 
Reviving will make up all again; 4. Life hath 
Appetite and Senſe ; even ſo this Life 1mports ſpi- 
ritual Appetite and ſpiritual Senſe, There is Appe- 
tite after ſpiritual Food: Many pamper their Bo- 
dies, and ſtarve their Souls; but he that thus 
lives, he hath a Hunger and Thirſt after Righte- 
oulneſs, and like new born Babes, deſires, Cc. The 
Doctrine of the Goſpel is his Life; for a Man liveth 
not by Bread alone, but by every Word, Cc. He 
hath an Appetite after theſe Words of Grace, and 
draws Water out of theſe Wells of Salvation with 
y. Many are the ſecret Longings and Pantings 
of rhe living Soul after the living God, who is his 
Lite; and as Life ſeeks its own Preſervation con- 
tinually, fo does the living Soul in the living God, 
in whom only his Life is hid. There is Senſe alſo; 
here Life is ſenſible of whatſoever is an Enemy to it, 
and reſiſts it; tha more Life, the more Sente ; and the 
more Senſe, the more Reſiſtance: Even ſo they that 
live this. Life unto God, they feel Corruption, and 
they fight againſt it, For the Spirit luſts againſt the 
Fleſh, and the Fleſh againſt the Spirit; they grone 
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under the Weight of Corruption, which they feel, 
and reckon themſelves wretched on the Account 


thereof; O wretched Man that I am, &c. They that I 


have no Feeling of Sin, no Fighting againſt it, do 
not look like theſe that have this Life. They who 
have ſpiritual Senſes, at leaſt who have them exer- 
ciſed, they have the ſeeing Eye; they ſee the Evil of 


Sin, they ſee the Beauty of Holineſs, they ſee the 
Glory of God in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, they fee 


God in his Ordinances, they ſee an internal Glory 
in the external Adminittration of Ordinances, which 
others not ſeeing, they think very little of theſe 


Things; alſo they ſee God in his Providences, in le 


Judgments they ſee a juſt God, and in Mercies they 
ſee a merciful God, and themſelves leſs than the 
leaſt of all his Mercies, They have the hearing Ear; 
they hear the Voice of God in the Word, and Rod; 
they ſmell the Savour of his Name, which is as 


Ointment poured forth; they taſte his Goodnels, and 


feel his Power: And thus you fee what may be im- 
ported in its being called a Life in general. 


FOURTH LV, What is imported in its being 
called a ſiving unto God ; What is this living unto 
God ? I have faid ſeveral Things about it already; 
but this living unto God, more particularly, may 
import theſe four Things following, 1. The Be- 
hever's living unto God, imports, his living ſuit— 


ably to the Relations that God ſtands in to him, and Nj 
he unto God, as being his God in Chriſt Jeſus ; and 


ſo it is a living to him as our Redeemer, both by 
Price and Power, as theſe that are not our own, 


but bought with a Price ; and therefore glorifying 


the Lord in gur Souls and Bod ies which are his. Ir 
is a ivinz to God as our Head: God in Chili * 
r Gs 
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the Believer's Head; and ſo to live to him as our 
Bead, is to live as Members of ſuch a Head, draw- 
ting ſpiritual Vertue, Light, Life, and Comfort 
From him as the Head, It is a living to God as our 
) BH»cband, T by Mater is thy Hutband; and to to live 
- to him in this Relation, is to live reverently, lo- 
ingly, aflectionately, with Submiſſion and Sub- 
ſection to our Husband, as becomes the Spcuſe of 
uch a glorious Husband. It is a living to God as 
ur heavenly Father, depending on him as Chil- 
uren on their Father; Wil: thou not from this Time 
all ne, My Father, thou art the Guide of my Touth d 
fer, 111. 4. It is a living to God as our Judge, 
an-giver and King; and ſo it is a living as theſe 
hat are accountable to, and as we ſhall anſwer at 
Ide Tribunal of this Judge. It is a fitting at the 
ect, and receiving the Law from the Mouth of 
as Nis Lan-giver; and it is a yielding the Tribute 
nd Wt Praiſe, Obedience and Subjection tosthis X:ng, 
m- Wi a Word, it is a living to God as the Object of 
ur Worſhip, and Adoration, loving bim as the 
Ford our God with all our Heart, Soul, Mind, 
ing id Strength. Thus, I ſay, to live to God, is to 
ato ſve ſuitably to all theſe Relations he ſtands in to 
y. 2. The Believer's living unto God, imports 
nay is living ſuitably to theſe Privileges and Favours 
Be» at he receives from God. Hath he enlightned 
uit- Ys in the Knowledge of himſelf? Then, to live to 
and im, is to walk as Children of Light, and not as 
ole that are yet in Darkneſs and Ignorance, Hath 
e called us effectually? Then, to live to him, is to 
alk worthy of the Vocation wherewith we are 
led. Hath he given us Grace? Then, to live to 
im, is to live, not as Graceleſs, but as Gracious 
erſons; not as thole that are in a State of Nature, 
bur 
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| hve as Candidates for Heaven, as Pilgrims an 
Strangers, abſtaining from fleſhly Luſts, travelling u 
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but in a State of Grace. Hath he pardoned our 


Sins, juftified our Perſons, and brought us into 
Peace with himſelf ? Then, to live to him, is to 
ſtrand faſt in the Liberty wherewith he hath made 
us free, Hath he renewed and ſanctified us? Then, R 
to live to him, is to live as renewed, and ſancti- 
ned Perſons, whoſe Lutis are mortified, and whoſe 
Souls are transformed into the Image of God, Hath 
he poured in the Promiſe into our Hearts by th: 
Spirit? Then, to live to him ſuitably thereto, is, 
having theſe Promiſes, to cleanſe our ſelves from 
all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and of the Spirit, pa 
fecting Holineſs in the Fear of God. Hath he mad 
us Heirs of Glory? Then, to live to him, 1s u 


the other World, having our Affections and Co 
verlation in Heaven. 3. The Believers living ur 
to God, Mnports his living in Communion wid 
him, and comfortable Injoyment of him: In Com.: 
munion with him, in the conſtant Contemplatioh 
ot him, ſanctifying the Lord in our Hearts; in) 
conſtant Aſtection to him, baving his Love ſhed 
broad in our Hearts by, the Holy Ghoſt ; and ini hi 
conſtant Dependance on him, receiving all fraſſey 
him by Faith, and returning all to him in Due, 
and Gratitude, It is a living in the comfortabſe u 
Injoyment of him, as all our Portion and Happ, \ 
neſs, all our Salvation and Deſire, renouncing aſs [ 
Thines in Heaven and Earth as our Portion, butſthe 
God in Chriſt alone, ſaying, Whom have 1 in Heater; 
bat thee? &c. 4. The Believers living unto Gaþhact 
imports his living in Conformity to God; Bees 
indeed, ſo far as we injoy God, fo far will we f. 
conform to him. As it will be in Glory, we it 
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e like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is; ſo it is 
rn Grace here, the more the Soul fees, and enjoys 
opim, the more is he like unto bim; bcholding his 
oÞGlory, we are changed, Cc. And ſo this living 
into God, it is a living in Conformity to God's 
„Nature, being Holy as he is Holy, perfect as our 
„ eavenly Father is perfect. Is he a perfect God? 
hen, to live to him, is to go on to Perfection, 
ch. vi. 1. It is a living in Conformity to his Way 
f living. God's Way of living is a holy, juſt, 
od, faichtul, mercitul Way, having a genera] 
pood-will to all, and a ſpecial Gocd- will to ſome; 
ed ſo ought our Way to be. It is a living in Con- 
icSrmity to God's Ends: God's great End, that he 
its before himſelt, is the Glory of his Name, the 
aWonour of his Son, the Advancement of Chriſt's 
\ inedom, the Ruin of Satan's Kingdom, and in all, 
oi: Praiſe of his rich and free Grace; and ſurely 
ut: live to God, when we have theſe Ends alſo 
vußhich are God's Ends. It is a living in Confor- 
ou to his Law as a Rule, which is the Tranf- 
tagt of his communicable Nature, for our Practice; 
We love me, keep my Commandments: We do not 
d e him, if we do not. So, theſe then that live 
wy him, they do, from Love as well as Conſcience, 
froſſey him. Theſe Things might be greatly inlar- 
up; however thus you fee in ſhort, what it is to 
tale unto God. We are telling, and you are hear- 
ap, what this Life is; but O that we could live 
8 Life, as well as ſpeak and hear of it! Look 
butthe Lord, that he may make you know it to your 
eanperience. It is called a living to God, 1. Becauſe 
Goth the Spirit of God for the Principle of it, 
; MPecauſe it hath the Word of God for the Rule 
Rl t. 3. Becauſe it hath the Love of God — 
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the Motive of it. And, 4. Beeauſe it hath t 
Glory of God for the ultimate End of it. 


FOURTH HEAD. 


THE Furth Thing propoſed, was, to ſhew the 


Ivfluence that this being dead to the Law, hath 
pon living to God; or the Neceſſity of this Deat 


in order to this Life. Here I might ſhew, 1. Tha 


it is neceſſary, 2, Whence it 1s neceſſary. 


Firſt, That it is neceſſary that we die t 
the Law in point of Juſtification, before we can 


lire to God in point of Sanctification: Beſide 
what was ſaid upon the Fir Head, for the Con 
firmation of the Doctrine, theſe following Conſide 


rations, or Remarks, may diſcover the Neceſſity 


being dead to the Law, in order to our living! 
God, 1. Remark, That a Man that'1s under t 
Law, can perform. no holy Act; he may do ſom 
Things that are materially good, but nothing cx 
he do that is formally good, or holy; and hisWork 
inſead of ſanctify ing him, does fill more and mo 
pullute him, Tit. i. 15. To the pare ail T hings 4 
pure; but unto them that are defiled and unbelievivg, 
nothing pure; but even their Mind and Conſcienct 


deſiled. He then that is alive to the Law, and un 


der the Covenant of Works, his Works can nevi 


make him holy, but rather more and more unhoh 


2. Kemart, The Man that is under the Law, hat 
no Promi ſe of Holineſs or Sanctification by that L 
The Law only promiſes Lite upon perfect Obed 
ence in our own Perſon ; and if true Sanctifieatio 
may be in one that is under the Covenant of Work 
then we nuiſt change the Articles of the Covenan 
and Proniiſes of the Covenant of Grace, and ma 
Sanctitication no Promiſe of it: We mult blot 
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M theſe Promiſes, TII put a new Spirit within you, and, Ill 
arite my Law in your Hearts, and all other Promiſes of 
the like Nature, muſt be razed out of the Cove- 
nant of Grace; if one 'under the Covenant of 
ne Works may attain to Sanctification by his own 
Works, there is no Need of this Promiſe. 3. Re- 

th} 474, That the Man that is under the Law, hath 
haYlno Principle of Holineſs, The grand Principle of 
true Holineſs, is the Spirit dwelling in the Man: 
Now, how does one receive the Spirit of Sanctifica- 
ion? Is it by the Works of the Law)? No, but by 
be Hearing of Faith, Gal. iii. 2. Ir is the Doctrine 
ff Grace, not of Works, that makes us Partakers of 
his Spirit. It is the New Teſlament, or New Co- 
nant, that is the Miniſtration of the Spirit, 2 Cor. 
i. 6, Thereby the Spirit is miniſtred, or conveyed 
tio us, but not by the Law. It is the Goſpel that 
ongzells us effectually to Sanctification, 2 Thefſ. ii. 
. We received the Promiſe of the Spirit through 
onFaith, and not by the Works of the Law, Gal. iii. 
no... 4. Remark, That the Man that is under the 
, is without Chriſt, in whom Sanctification only 
; they that are Saints, are Saints in Chriſt Jeſus, 
the Apoſtle deſigns them, and ſanctified in Chriſt: 
unnd our Implantation into Chriſt, is only from 
nerqprace, and not from the Works of the Law ; and 
hop is our Sanctification only from Grace, and only 
ha: Chriſt, who gave himſelf for his Church, that 
Lage might ſanctifie it, Eph. v. 25. 5. Remark, 
bedFhe Man that is under the Law, is wichout Strength, 
0nd cannot perform Obedience to the Law; the 
oriftaw is weak through the Fleſh, and cannot juitt- 
enaFe him, neither can it ſanctifie him. In order to 
minctification, a new Creation is neceſſary : The 
pt oon Heart mult be created, and the Man created 
the KH | ' Unto 


it irritates Corruption, ſtrengthning and ſtirring i 
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unto good Works: Creating Power muſt be put. 
forth, and Creation is a Work of God. We mul n 
therefore make a God of our Works, and deife 
them, and endow them with a ereat ing Power, if 
we think by the Works of the Law to be ſanctified, 
or aſcribe ſuch Efticacy to them, as to work true 8 
Sanctification in us. No Man then, that is under 
the Law or Covenant of Works, by giving himſe 
to holy Duties and Actions, and exerciſing himſelt in 
them, can come to attain true Holineſs, or to be tru} 
lanctified. 6. Remark, I hat the Man that is unde ry 
the Power of the Law, is under Power of Sin : 
Whence is i, that the Belicver is freed from thi 
Power and Dominion of Sin? It is becauſe he 1; 
under Grace, and not under the Law, Kom. vi 
14. Shewing us, that theſe that are under the Law,a 
under the Pow: er and Dominion of Sin, How 0 
Even upon the Account of all the Reaſons alread 
aſſigned ; and not only fo, but becaule the Law 
the Strength of Sin, 1 Cir. xv. 56, Particularly a 


1 


up; Sin tating Occs fon by the Commandment, wrough V, 
in me all Manner of Concupiſcence, Sin, by Occaiic 
of the refitting Command, brake out the mo! 
fiercely. Hence the Law is only the Occaſion, anf 
Sin dwelling in us is the Cauſe; as the ſhiri as 
of the Sun is the Occaſion, why a Dung-hill ſend 
forth its filthy Savour, it is the Corru; tion al " 
Puttifiention therein that is the Caule ; ſo h ere, Me 
Light of the Law ihining, and diſcovering Sin an.” 
Duty, is the Occaſion of Sin's Irritation and Inf. 
2 but Corruption itſelf is the Cauſe, Wel *1 
lo it IS, that a Man being under the Law, is und. p 
the Power of Sin: How then can he live unto Goff 
while under the Law ? Or, how can San-tilzcatio 

tal 
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ut Anke Place while he is alive to the Law, or not dead 
ul thereto ? Theſe Things may make it evident : I think 
"OY. hat it is neceſſary that a Man be dead to the Law, 
1 brought from under it, before he can have true 
ec danctification, or live unto God. 

uy Secondly, Whence it is neceſſary, that a Man be 
dead to the Law in Point of juſtification, in order 
to his living to God in Point of Sanctifieation: 

WT he Parciculars already mentioned, afford ſo ma- 
ny Reaſons of the NecetIiry thereof: Vet ſome Things 
— may be ſaid, for the further clearing of this 
point, namely, The Influence, that dying to the 
Law, "hath upon our living to God, Here two 
Quettions occur, 1. What Influence living to the 
Law, hath upon a Man's living in Sin. 2. What 
Influence 2 Man's dying to the Law, hath upon his 
ying to Sin, and living unto God. 

Firſt, What Iafluence a Man's living to the Law, 
Ir being alive to the Law, hath upon his living in 
Fin. This is a ſtrange Doctrine, ſome may think; 
1 ut it is as true as ſtrange, that 'the Law, and our 
Works of Obedience to the Law, while we are un- 
er it, is the Cauſe of Del ſtructon, inſtead of Sal- 
| tion, Rom, ix. 32. There you ſee- it deitroyed 

be whole Feniſh Nation; Iſrael miſſed Righteouſ- 

nets, becauſe they ſought it Ly the Works of the 

Liv, Now, a Man's being alive to Law, hath In- 

uence upon his living in Sin, and 10 upon his 

Deſtruction, in the following Ways, 1. Becauſe 
Prereby he becomes more hardned in Sin and 
Feurity, while he thinks he hath ſome good 
Work to bear him out, Prov. vii. 14. What 
Fade the filthy Whore, there, impudent and 
ardned in her Sins? Why # > 1 have Peace-offerings 


$i: me, this Day 1 have paid my Vows, Thus the 
* H 2 Phariſees 
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Phariſees for a Pretence made long Prayers, and 
Hereupon were hardned in their ſinful Courſes, fear- 
Jeſs of Wrath: Why? I have done fo and fo, 

. Hereby they are kept from Chriſt, who only faves 
— Sin, The Works of the Law ſtep in betwixt 
them and Chriſt, and the Man takes Chriſt's Bar- 
gain off his Hand, promiſing the ſame that Chril 
promiſed, even Obedience to the Law, I delight 
to do thy Will, fays Chriſt ; nay, III do it my ſelf 
Jays the Man that is under the Law; he makes him- 
ſelf his own Saviour: What ! will not God accept 
of my good and honeſt Endeavours ? Here is what 


he ſets up on Chrilt's Throne; but if Chrilt be; 


pulled down from his Throne, will it be ſufficient 
that we ſet up an honeſt Pretence in his Room! 
They have ſome Things to ſay for themſelves, which, 
they hope, will bring them oft before God. Thus 
they reject Chriſt the Lamb of God, that takes away 
che Sin of the World; and how then can they but 
live unto Sin, whatever they may think of them: 
ſelves? 3. Hereby their Pride and Boalting 1; 
foltcred, Rom. iv. 4. To him that worketh, is the Re. 
ward not reckoned of Grace, but of Debt; and the 
Man expects his Due for his Work which he glories 
in ; for Boaſting 1s not exeluded by the Law of 


Works, Nom, iii. 27. and therefore the Mar is loth 


to part with his own Righteouſneſs, which is by 
the Law; becauſe of his Pride, he will not ſtoop to 
live upon another, while he can ſhift for himſelf, 


Self-love will not ſuſter a Man to think the worſt of 


himſelf, fo long as he 18 alive to the Law ; nay, 1 
hope I have a good Heart to God, and Il do ſome- 


thing that will pleaſe God; and fo it is no little 


Thing will bring him to ſubmit to the Righreoul- 
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Bets of God, Rom, x. 3, Thus the Law folters his; 
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pride, and ſure the proud Man was never a holy 
Man. But, 4. Hereby Sin is ſtrengthned and en- 
crcaſed, as I ſaid before: The Motions of Sin are by 
| the Law, Rom. vii. 5. The Law entred, that Sin might 
of abound, Rom. v. 20. Not only as to the Knowledge 
Jof it, which is by the Law, but as to the actual 
i | Out-breaking of it from the Heart; like a River 
being bounded and damm'd up by the Law, it 
„wells and breaks out the more violently. The 
„ wicked Nature of Man, being reproved, ſwells and 
t riſes like a Snake brought to the Fire. 5. Hereby 
the Man becomes deſparate, for the Law ſays, There 
be is no Hope without a perfect Obedience; and the 
ni Man having wearied himſelf in doing nothing an- 
1! Mſwcrable to what the Law requires, comes at laſt, 
perhaps, to ſee there is no” Hope, and fo he dies in 
us Delpair; I mean, he dies in Sin, ſaying, There is 
Iro Hope, and therefore after Idols I will go: He 
ut fees away from God as Adam did. 6. Hereby he 
m · becomes {laviſh alſo; the Fear, Torment and Wrath, 
sIrhich the Law brings along with it, when the Pe- 
Re- INnalty of it is ſeen, weakens the Man's Hands; and 
the theſe lying like heavy Loads upon the Soul, it is 
ries thereby fettered and bound in Priſon, henee ſaid to 
ole held in the Lan; T hat being dead wherein xe nere 
oth eld, ſays the Apoſtle. The Man is held, and ſhut 
by up in the Priſon of the Law, and ſo out of Cate for 
p to per vice while his Bands are not looked, or at beſt 
ſelf, Ius Service is ſlæviſh, and not free; the Law holds 
ſt olim in Priſon, he cannot ſerve God freely, The 
„ Ice Spirit of the Goſpel is what the World cannot 
«Fcerve, while under the Law. Thus you may {ee 
rhat Influence living ro the Law may have upon 
-Plens living in Sin, fo as they gaunot live uns 
bl 3 pb 
ide, | Second, 


62 

Secondly, What Influence à Man's dying to the 
Law hath upon his living unto God, or upon Ho- 
lineſs and Sanctification? An ſn. It bath eſpecially 
a twofold Influence, both a Pyſical and a Moral In- 

uence. | And, |-- | 
1. Ic hath a Phyſical Influence upon a Man's San- 
ctification, in regard that a Man that is dead to the 
Law, is married to Chrilt, Rom, vii. 4. and ſo ne- 
eeſſuily the Man mutt be holy, being dis joĩned from 
the Law, and joined to the Lord jeſus, who hath 
tatisfied the Precept of the Law by his Obedience, 
and the Penalty of the Law by his Death; and in 
him, not only have they thus a full Diſcharge of all 
the Demands and Commands of the Law]; but alſo, 
by the Implantation and Inhabitation of his Spirit, 
are created to a Conformity to the Image of God; 
and they cannot but live unto God, For, 1. In 
Chritt they have Lite: Tho'\, while under the Law, 
they were dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, now in 
Chriſt they have Life, and have it more abun 
dantly; they are quickned by virtue of their 
Union to this everlaſting Head; becauſe he lives 
they live alſo. A dead Perſon can produce no liy- 
ing Action, but Chriſt is the Life of his People. H 
that hath the Son, hath Life; and then, and never til 
then, is he in Caſe for Spiritual Action and living un 
to God. He that hach not the Son ef God, hath not 
Life : Vain Man fancy within themſelves, tha 
they have not loſt their Life, and fo they think they 
cin do {omething that will pleaſe God, and profit 
chemſelves for Juſtification and Sanctificat ion, even 
before ever they think of coming to Chriſt ; but we 
may as well expect, that a dead Corps will rife of 
it ſelf, and do the natural Actions of Life, as tc 
expect that you ſhould riſe, and ac — 
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fore you be in Chriſt. The natural Conſcience in- 
deed may be rouſed a little, and prevailed with to 
ſet about this and thatD uty ; but there 18 no living 
unto God, till you get Chriſt : In bim the Believer | 
hath Life, even in his Head; as a Man cannot live 
without his Head; but, being joined to this new 
Head, and disjoined from the Law, he cannot 
but lire. 2. In Chrift his new Head and 
e Husband, he hath Light as well as Lift ; as 

ou know, the Eye is in the Head, ſo the Believer's 
th * is in Chriſt his Light, whereby he ſees Sin and 
Duty, ſees to work, ſo as he may live to God, 

The Man that is under the Law, he is in the Dark, 
and cannot ſee to work the Works of Holineſs, 
l Bwhich is a living unto God. He 1s blinded with 
W 5:1{-conceit ; he fees not the Vanity of his old Cove- 
lu ant Obedience, and he ſees not the Way of the new 
u corenant Goſpel-obedience, till he get the Spirit of 
Wiſdom and Revelation in the Knowledge of Chriſt, 
who is the Light of the World, a Light to lighten the 
Centiles; by whoſe Light the Believer ſees how to 
walk in aWay well-pleaſing to God. 3. In Chriſt his 
Ic Head he hath Strength: The Man that is under 
15 the Law, joined to it as his Head, he hath no 
erb for his Work, and the Law gives bim 
"one, and fo he cannot live to God; but the Be- 
lerer can ſay, Jn the Lord have I Righteouſneſs and 
Fength; whereas others have no Strength ro pro- 
ater tpiritual Actions; Sin domineers over them, 
nd they have no Pith to ſhake off the Yoke of Sin, 
beir Strength being but Weakneſs, The Believer 
ren S:rength in his Head, all Things are potlible to 
Þ11*11 rhat believe, they can do all Things through 
, ö hriſt ſtrengthning them; they can overleap a Wall, 
** and break Bows of Steel in Pieces. O Believer, be 
tc 1 | ſtrong 
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ſtrong in the Grace that is in Chriſt! O it is ſtrange) 
the Grace that is in him, is in thee, as the Life tha 
is in the Heart is in the Toe, the Foot, the uttnof 
Members! There is a Communication of vita 
Strength and Influences from the Heart and Head 
to all the Members; the Believer's Grace is in 
Chriſt, and the Grace that is in Chriſt is in the Be. 
liever. Here is a Myſtery to the World, but yet 
this Myſtery lies wrapt up in that Word, Be frong 
in the Grace that is in Chriſt Feſus, If the Grace that 
is in Chriſt, were not in the Believer alſo, according 
to the Meaſure of the Communication, how could 
he be ſtrong in the Grace that is in Chriſt? My Grace 
ſhall be ſufficient for thee, Ke. 4. In Chriſt his new 
I Head he hach Liberty; under the Law the Man is 
| under Bondage, and ſevere Bondage to the Com- 
mand of perfect Obedience, upon Pain of Death and 
Damnation, and ſo under Bondage to the Curſe of 
the Law, and the Fear of God's everlaſting Wrath; 
and ſo he can do nothing, he hath no Heart not 


free, you are free indeed; free for Service; Truly Ian 


walks at Liberty, yea, runs the Way of God's Com: 


unto God, Now he is at Liberty to ſerve cheerful, 
being delivered from the Hands of all his Enemies, 
to ſerve him without Fear, in Holineſs and Righ- 
teouſneſs before God all the Days of his Life. Now 
he is at Liberty to ſerve ſpiricuelly, the Spirit of 
Chriſt being put within him, and cauſing him to 


{ery 


Hand to ſerve God, he is bound Neck and Heel: , 
But in Chriti he hath Liberty, If the Son mate yu 


thy Servant, thou baſt loc ſed my Bands, Now ei 
mandments, when he does enlarge his Heart: This ; 


is the glorious Liberty of the Children of God be-. 
gun in Time, whereby they are put in Caſe to Jive 
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walk in God's Statutes ; and now he is Liberty tofſ 


| ſerve bopefully, knowing that bis Labour ſhall not 
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be in vain in the Lord; tho while under the Law, 
his Labour was but vain Labour. Now he is at 
Liberty xo ſerve acceptably, being accepted in the 
Beloved, Eph. 1. 6, that 1s, not only for his Sake, 
for there is much more in it, he being our Head, 
and we Members of his Body, and he as our Head 
having performed perfect Obedience to the Precept 
of rhe Law, and complete Satisfaction to the Penalty 
of the Law; the Head having done it, the whole 
Body is reputed as having done it, and fo we are 
accepted in him: His Doing is ours, becauſe we are 
in him, as our Head, accepted in the Beloved ; our 
Perſons are accepted in him, and next our Perfor- 
mances and Duties. O what ſecret Liberty is here! 
what a ſecret Foundation for ſpiritual and accep- 
table Service and living unto God ! But this leads 
e next to ſhew, 

2. That it hath a moral Influence upon Sancti- 
hcation, a Man's being dead to the Law, disjoined 
from it, and joined to Chriſt, hath not only a 
ply/ical, but alſo a moral Influence, in regard that 
hereby he is conſtrained ſweetly to live unto God, 

Cor. v. 14, 15. The Love of Chrift conſtraineth uu. 
it we have not Love at the Root of our Actions, 

dre to a God in Chriſt, we are but empty Vines, 


Flat bring forth Fruit to our ſelves ; it is but Self- 


de, which is not Fruit unto God, or living unto 
m. The natural Way of Man's thinking is, We 
ve ſhould ſerve God, that he may fave us; but the 


bel Way is, He faves us, that we may ſerve him. 
hat made Paul ſay, Being dead to the Law, I live 
mo God? Why? in the next Verſe he enlarges on 


„ [ live to him, who loved me, and gave himſelf for 
e. Be peartwaded, Man, Woman, of this ; or elſe, 
= 5 1 av 


1 
as the Lord lives, you will die in a Deluſion; thy 
if you have not Love to God, you have not a Sparlf 
of Holineſs, tho you ſhould pray all your Da 
and work never ſo hard. J will circumciſe il 
Hearts to love me, is the Promile ; and this Love 
the Heart and Life of religious Duties. Now, c 
eannot have Love, unleſs you fee ſomewhat mon 
or leſs of his Love to you : We are naturally Ene 
mies to God, tho we cannot get One of a Thou 
ſand that will take with it; they think they hay 
a Love to God; God forbid, ſay they, that y 
ſhould be Enemies; nay, but I tell you in th 
Name of God, whether you will hear it or not 
that as you are Enemies by Nature, and born wit 
a Dagger of Enmity in your Heart and Hand again 
God; fo, till you get ſomewhat of the Knowledy 
of God -as 1n Chrit reconciling, the World to hin 
ſelf, this Enmity will never be killed. Now, I fay 
it is the Believer in Chriſt, who being dead to tb 
Law, and joined to the Lord, hach this Love; ant 
this Love conſtrains him, fo as he brings forth Fru 
unto God, and lives unto him, Rim. vii. 4. bein 
dead to the Law, and married 30 Chriſt, he bring 
forth Fruit unto God, The Believer hath fufficie 
Encouragement to make him live unto God ; he ſe 
Chriſt hath ſatisfied Divine Juſtice, fulfilled all th 
Righteouſneſs of the Law, that he hath done thu 
which is impreſtible by us; and when by Faith I 
beholds this, he is encouraged to ſerve God. Hen 
ſays the Pſalmiſſ, There is Mercy with thee, that thi 
maye ſt be feared. Might he not have ſaid, There! 
Majeſty with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared 2 Th 
Matter is, the Majeſty of God would put the Sinne 
to flee from God, as Adam did, when he heard hi 


n 
£ 
Voice in the Garden; but his Mercy makes us fes : 


— — — 


| (6) 
parnſþod love him, ſerve and obey him; Then they ſhalt 
«ar the Lord and his Goodneſs, ſays the Prophet, 
vſea iii. 5. If a Man hath no Faith at all of God's 
oodneſs, no Hope of his Favour in Chriſt, where 
s his Purity and Holineſs ? Nay, it is he that hath 
This Hope, that purifics himſelf as he is pure. 1 
know not What Experience you have, Sirs, but 
ſome of us know, that when our Souls are moſt 
omforted and enlarged with the Hope of God's 
Farour through Chriſt, and with the Hope of his 
Voodneſs, then we have moſt Heart to Duties; and 
when through Unbelict we have harſh Thoughts of 
God, as an angry Judge, then we have no Heart 
into Duties and religious Exerciſes ; and I perſwade 
Amy (elf, this is the Experience of the Saints in all 
im Ages. 
But that this Moral Influence, which dying to 
Fthe Law, or Covenant of Works, hath upon li- 
ving to God, or Holineſs and Sanctifieation, may 
be further evident: Let us conſider, how the Law 
into the Belicver, having now loſt its legal or old 
J Covenant-Form, and being put into a Goſpel- 
Form, and changed from the Law of Works into a 
Covenant of Grace, or the Law in the Hand of 
J Chriſt ; every Part of it now conſtrains the Believer 
A to Obedience and Sanctification, in a moſt loving 
Manner. The Goſpel-Law, or the Law of Grace, 
gel that now he is under, is a Chariot paved with 
Love. The Law, in the Hand of Chriſt, hath now 
another Face, even a {ſmiling Face, in all the Com- 
g mands, Promiſes, Threatnings, and in the whole 
Form thereof. 
E,, The Commands of the Law, in the Hand of 
ll Chrilt, have loſt their old Covenant Form, and are 
full of Love. The Commend of the Law of Works, 
: „ 2 5 125 


G. r 
3s, Do, and Live ; but in the Hand of Chriſt, it is! 


Live, and Do: The Command of the Law of Works 
is, Do, or elſe be damned; but the Law in the Hand 

of Chriſt is, I have delivered thee from Hell, and 
Damnation, therefore DO: The Command of the 
Law of Works is, Ds in thy own Strength ; but the 
Law in the Hand of Chriſt, is, / am thy Strength, 
my Strength ſhall be perfected in thy Weakneſs, 
therefore Do, The Command is materially the 
fame, but the Form is different: The Command of 

the Law of Works is, Do perfettly, that you may 
have eternal Life; but now, in the Hand of Chriſt, 
the Form is, I have given thee eternal Life, in me, 
and by my Doing; and therefore do as perfectly 
as you can, thro' my Grace, till you come to a 
State of Perfection. The Command, I ſay, is the 
fame materially; for I do not join with theſe, who 
inſinuate, as if here leſs Obedience were required 
than under the Law of Works: Tho? leſs be accepted 
in theſe who have a perfect Obedience in their Head, 
yet no leſs is required, tho' not in the old Cove- 
rant Form. And as the Command is materially the 
fame, ſo the Authority enjoining Obedience is 
originally the ſame, yet vaſtly diſtinct, in that the 
Command of the Law is the Command of God out of 
Chrilt, an abſolute God and judge; but now, under 
Grace, it is the Command of a God in Chr1(t, a Fa- 
ther in him: And ſure J am, that the Authority ct 
2 commanding God is not leiſcned, or Ioit. that 
the Command is now in the Hand of Chritt ; Chriit 
is God, co- equal, and co-effential with the Father; 
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Nay, it is not leſſened, but it is ſweetned, and 
 Knade amiable, lovely and deſirable to the Beſiever, 
1ondtraining bim to Obedience, in that the Law is 
a the Hand of his Head, his Lord, and his God. 
e Ehe End that he hath in commanding, and that 
e they (hould have in obeying, is now diſtinct, and 
„itferent from what took Place under the Law of 
„Works: The End that he hath in commanding, 
e; not to lay a heavy Yoke of Duties on their 
tf {Neoks, to be born by their own Strength; nor, tho*® 
erformed by his Strength, to be a Righteouſneis for 
heir Juſtification, or a Condition of Life; but only 
o ſhew his holy Nature, that will not have a law- 
ly ks people; ro ſhew his great Grace, that conde- 
a ends to ſeek our Service; to grace and beautifie his 
ne Feople, their chief Happineſs conſiſting in a Confor- 
ho pity to his Will; that his People may get Good, 
el Fhich is neceſſarily joined to Duties, and connected 
ed ereto by the Promiſes; that he may have ſome- 
id, ing to commend his People for; and that he 
de- ay without a Compliment have Ground to ſay, 
he Well done, good and faithjul Servants; that by them he 
is Way have Matter of Condemnation agamlt the reſt of 
the ſhe World, who walk not in his Commandments, 
of a Word, he commands, that his Sovereignty 
der ay be kept up, and the Senie rhereof, in the Hearts of 
Fa- s People; and that, by his Word of Command, he 
ct ay (as many Times he doth ) convey Strength vo 
hat p what he calls to; and, in Cate of ſhortcoming, 
rut Þ drive them our of hemſelves, under a Senſe of 
cr ;Fciknets, and Sinfulaeſs, in to Jeſus Chriſt, the End 

cr F the Law, for Strength to Sanctifie, as well as for 
the Þonteoutneſs to Juttific : For theſe, and ſuch like 

or Fils, does the Lord command. Aid then the End 
{t 2 Fat chey ſhould in obeying, is not to ſatisſie Con? 
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ſeienee, nor to ſatisfie E to purchaſe Heaven 


7 


or the like; but to glorifie God, to edifie our Neigb- 
bour, and to teſtifie our Gratitude to God, and 
Chriſt, that hath delivered us from the Law, as x 
Covenant, 2. The Promiſes of the Law, in the 
Hand of Chriſt, have loſt their Covenant-Form, and 
are full of Love. The Law of Works promiſes 
eternal Life, as a Reward of our Doing, «ff 
Obedience; and here the Reward is a Reward 
of Debt: But the Law in the Hand of Chrit 
promiſes a Reward of Grace to Goſpel Obedience, ſſſ 
eſpecially as it is an Evidence of Union to him, inf] 
whom all the Promiſes: are Yea and Amen. Eter. I. 
nal Life was promiſed in the Covenant of Redemp-W( 
tion to Chriſt, upon his perfect Obedience, who? 
paid that Debt, when he came under the Law of 
Works for us; and now, eternal Life being won 
to the Believer in Chriſt, as the Reward of Chriſt tl 
Obedicnce to the Death, there is no other Rewardſi ſi 
of Debt that now takes place, Rewards of Gradfſt} 
are now come in Faſhion, and this heartens the Bear 
hever to live unto God, that in the Way of GolpdH 
Obedience, there is a gracious Promiſe of {werto 
Communion and Fellowſhip with God; He tbaffth 
loves me and keeps my Commandments, I will love hi 
and manifeſt my ſelf to him, and my Father will di: 
him, John xiv. 21. Here there is a Fatherly PI“ 
nuſe of God's Favour, and Familiarity wich himfſhe 
yea, there is a Promiſe of Heaven it ſelf, in tiflic 
Way of Goſpel-Obedience, and Sanctification: Fro 
Right to Heaven is purchaſt by the Blood of Chiu 
and the Believer is the young Heir of Glory; hin 
his Poſſeſſion of Heaven is ſuſpended till he be Foy! 
for it, till he do ſome Buſineſs for his Father, aPxx 
be made meet for the Inheritance of the —_—y ts 
8 | ig 
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Light. Here 1s ſweet Incouragement he hath, to 
live unto God. 3. The T hreatnings of the Law, in 
the Hand of Chriſt, have loft their old Covenant- 
| | Form, Quality and Nature, and are now turned 
to Threatnings out of Love: There is no ſuch 
e Threatning now to the Believer, If thou do not, 
4 chou ſhalt die. The Penalty of the Law of Works 
is Condemnation and eternal Death, which the Be- 
t liever hath no Cauſe to fear, being dead to the Law; 
d no more than a living Wife needs to fear the 
Q,  Threatning of her dead Husband: There is no Con- 
ei  demnation to them that are in Cbriſt. He that be- 
in lieves in him, ſhall never die. Believers are under 
er: Ino Threatning of eternal Wrath, becauſe under 
p- Grace, It is a high Expreſſion that bleſſed RU- 
bf T HER FOR D hath to this Purpoſe, The Goſ- 
of pel, ſays he, forbids nothing under pain of Damnation 
0 4 juitified Believer, more than to Fe ſus Chriſt. Tho? 
the Sins of Believers deſerves Hell, and the intrin- 
ſick Demerit of Sin is ſtill the ſame, yea, I think 
raFthe Sins of Believers being againſt ſo much Love, 
gend ſo many Mercies, they deſerve a thouſand 
Hells, where others deſerve one ; yet, being dead 
Fo the Law, he hath no vindictive Wrath to fear, 
Abe Blood of Chrilt having ſloekned the Fire of God's 
bin Wrath, Rom. v. 9. While we nere Sinners, Chriſt 
lied for us; and much more now being juſtified by bis 
loud, we are ſaved from Wrath thre kim; and ture 
he is not to fear that which God calls him to be- 
lieve he is ſaved from; his (laviſh Fear therefore 13 
rom Unbehef, and weakens his Hands in Duties. 
But now theLaw 1n the Hand of Chritt hathThreat- 
; bungs and Puniſhments, but they are fatherly and 
be Foving ; a ſhort View of them you may read, Pſal. 
„ WPxxxix, 30 If bis Children for ſake my Low, and walk 
(8 got 
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not in my Fudgments, if they break my Statutes, any 
keep not my Commandments, then will I viſit tbei 
Tran ſęreſſian with the Rod, and their Iniquities with 
Stripes, nevertheleſs my Loving kindneſs will I not u. 
terly take from him, nor ſuffer my Faithſulneſs to fail; 

Covenant will I not break: Once have 1 Sworn, &e. 
9.4. Tho' I will not ſend them to Hell, nor de 
prive them of Heaven, no more than I will break 
my great great Oath to my Eternal Son; yet, like a 
Father, PI! chaſtiſe thera, Il] correct them for their 
Faults, Fll ſqueeze them in the Mortar of Affliction, 
and preſs our the corrupt Juice of old Adam that 
is in them; yea, I'll hide my Face, I'll deny them 
that Communion and Fcllowſhip with me that 
ſometimes they had, and give them Terror inſtead of 
Comfort, and Bitterneſs inſtead of Sweetneſs: And 
filial Fear of theſe Fatherly Chaſtiſements will do 
more to influence the Believer to Holineſs, and Obe 
dience, than all the unbelieving Fears of Hell and 
Wrath ean do; Fear left he want that Sweetneſs df 
God's Preſence, Which ſometimes he hatch had, will 
make him ſay to his Sins and Luſts, as the Fig- 
tree in Jot hams Parable, Shall J leave my Sweet: 
neſs, and be King over you? O, ſhall 1 leave all}, 
the Sweetneſs that J have enjoyed with God, and 
take on with baſe Luſts and Idols? And hend 
when the Believer hath gone aſide and backſliden, 
what is it that brings him back toGod? He finds the 
Lord breaking him many Ways, and he reflects thro 
Grace upon this ſometimes, O how am I now de- 
prived of theſe ſweet Blinks that once I enjoyed A 
Therefore I']] go and return to my firſt Husbandſ; 
for then it was berter with me than now, Vea 
his Freedom from Law-threatnings, and being on 
ly under fatherly Correction, when he fecs this, , af 

Io | break 
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14 
mel breaks his r. and melts it more than all the 
eFire of Hell could do. The ſhviſh Fear of vin- 
a active Wrath diſcourages him, and weakens his 
„ Hands in Duties, and makes him tun away from 
| God ; bur the filial Fear of fatherly Wrath, which 
1. | is kindly, is a Motive of Love that encourages him 
Ae to his Duty. Which of theſe Motives think you 
will work up the Believer to moſt Obedience, viz, 
This legal one, O my wrathful Judge will ſend 
ine to Hell, if I do ſo and ſo; or this Goſpel one? O 
my God and Father in Chriſt Jeſus will be angry 
at me, and deny me his Love-tokens ? I trow the 
former Works upon Enmity, and raiſes it, but this 
works upon Love, and inflames it. Queſt. Ought 
not the Believer to live unto God, cven without 
reſpe& to the Threatning of fatherly Chaſtiſement 
and Puniſhment? Anſw. No doubt the more 
perfect his Obedience be, the better and the more 
like to the Obed ienee of the Saints in Heaven, where 
where no Chaltiſement is feared ; but white he is 
A here, he carries a Body of Sin about him, and needs 
Joo be ſtirred up by fatherly Correction: He ſhould 
indeed ſerve God purely out of Love and ReſpeR 
to the Command it ſelf, and becauſe he commands 
it; But thus the Matter ſtands, that as on the 
one Hand, being perfect in his Head Chriſt jſeſus, 
it js not his Duty to have reſpect to what the La 
ot Works either promiſes, or threatens ; ſo on the 
other Hand, being imperfect in himſelf while here, 
It is his Duty to have Reſpect to what the Law in 
the Hand of Chriſt promiſes and threatens, which 
' _ is # loving Reſpect, tending to advance Ho- 
neſs; | 
4. The whole Form of the Law, as a Covenant 
Jef Works, being thus altered, the aw in the Hand. 
1 - 
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of Chriſt, is all Love, all Grace, and fo influences 
the Man to Sanctification. The Man that is under 
the Covenant of Grace, he hath a Principle of 
Grace within him, ſtriving againſt Sin; he hath 
the Spirit of Grace within hun, cauſing him to walk 
in God's Statutes $ he hath the Promiſe of Grace to 
be ſufficient for him; if Sin prevail, and pollute 
him, he hath daily Acceſs to the Fountain open for 
Sin and for Uneleanneſs, to which he runs; if his 
Backſlidings encreaſe, be hath Chriſt engaged by 
Promiſe to heal his Backſlidings: Which, when he 
views by Faith, 1t does not encourage him to Sin, 
Jil he be in his Wits, but draws him to his Duty, 

like a. Cord of Love, and brings him back to his 
kind Lord, In a Word, being dead to the Lay, 
he is married to Chrilt, who is like a green Fu- 
tree, from whom all his Fruit is found, Thus you 
ſee what Influence a Man's being dead to the Law, 
hath upon his living unto God, And thus much 
for the 4th Head I propoſed. 


FIFTH HEAD. 


THE Fifth Thing in the Method, was the Ap- 
plication, Is it fo, that being dead to the Law in 
Point of Juſtification, is neceſſary in order to living 
unto God in Point of Sauctification 2 Then, for 
Informatios, hence we may ſee, 

1. That the Doctrine of the Goſpel is not a Do- 
&rine of Licentiouſneſs, or earnal Liberty, how- 
ever it be reproached in the World; and if the 
Preachers thereof, who would bring off People 
from the Law of Works, and from their Self 
Righteouſneſs, be reproached, as if they were Ene- 
mics to Holineſs, III venture to fay it with Con- 
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fdenc?, in a Place where Falſhood ſhould be an 
Abomination, That it is a vile Slander: For whate; 
erer ſinful Weakneſs and Imperfection may cleave! 
to the Preaching or Practice of theſe, WhO deſire to 
publiſh this Goſpel, Doctrine, yet the Lord God: of 


gods is Witnels, yea, the Lord God of gods knows 
and all Iſrael a ama and all, whoſe Eyes Got 
enlightens, ſhall know, that this Doctrine of dying 
to the Law in Point of Jaltification, is a Doctrine 
according to Godlineſs, and the very Means of 
Holineſs it (elf, and of living unto God; if this 
be Antinomianiſm, I am content to be called an An- 
tinomi an. But, we ſee who are indeed Antinomiant, 
and Enemies to the Law and to Holineſs, even all 
theſe who oppoſe this Doctrine, whereby we give 
the Law all the Honour imaginable; Do we make 
void the Law throngh Faith? God forbid, yea, we 
efabliſh the Law; as a Covenant we eltabliſh it, 
while we preach Chriſt as our Righteoufneſs for 
juſtification; and as a Rule of Holineſs we eltabliſh 


Bit, while we preach Chriſt as our Strength fnr San- 


cification of Heart and Life; and they that do not 
thus honour the Law, do but diſgrace and diſ- 
honour it, and are truly Antinomians, i. e. Enemies 
to the Law. And if this be called a new Scheme of 
Doctrine by way of Reproach, tho' I confels it is a 
new Covenant Scheme, 1n Oppoſition to that of the old, 
yer Fil grant to no Man that it is new otherwile ; 
ſeeing it is not only as old as Paul here, but as old 
25 the firſt Publication of the Covenant of Grace in 
Paradiſe ; - fo that we fee where it is, that the Re- 
proach of a new Scheme ſhould be lodged. I would 
have Reproachers to mind what Paul ſays of this 
Doctrine of his, Gal. i. 8. If we, er an Angel from 
Heaven preach another Goſpel, let him be accur ſed. 
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Here is the Doom of ſuch as preach another Goſ- 
pel, which yer, ſays the Apoſtle, is not another, 
bur there are ſome that trouble the Lord's People, 
and would - pervert the Goſpel of Chriſt, To be 
dead to the Law, is not to turn a looſe Antinomi- 

j it is to live unto God. 

2. Hence fee the Reaſon why the Devil oppoſes 
the Doctrine of Grace ſo much, and cares not tho 
the Law, as a Covenant, be never ſo much preached 
becauſe it is the Goſpel Doctrine that tends 
only to true Godlineſs, while the Law and legal 
Doctrine tends to keep Men Strangers to the Life 
of God. The Devil cares not how much you be in 
Duties, providing you keep off from Chriſt, who is 
the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs, for then he 
knows you would be holy allo ; bur he is an un- 
holy Devil, and therefore he oppoſes the Golpel, 
and its Doctrine. The Devil knows that he hath a 
Grip of you, fo long as you have a Grip of the 
Law, but that he hath loſt you, if once you have 
win to Chriſt: For if once you get Chriſt for juſt. 
fication, as having fulfilled the Righteouſneſs of the 


1 


( 

- then, they that are alive to the Law, and not dead 
to it, they are living to the Devil. No Man that 
is alive to the Law, can be a holy Man, or a godly 
Man: Nay, what is the Reaſon of all the Ungod- 
linels and Unrighreouſneſs, all the Profanity and 
Vickedneſs of the Generation? Why ? People are 
u trangers to Chrift, and are fil} under the Power, 
3 the irritating Power of the Law, which is the 
d strength of Sin. The World is crying up Morality, 
I: if the Preachers of Chriſt and his Righteouſneis 
al 

fe 


were Enemies to the Moral Law, as a Rule of Ho- 
lineſs ; and behold, in the righteous Judgment of 
in God, there was never a Generation left to greater 
Imworalities ; a juſt Puniſhment of Mens deſpiſing 
Chriſt, and his Law-biding Righteouſneſs, through 
he Faith whereof only true Holineſs, and Confor- 
mty to the Law can be attained, - O when the Be- 
a lever wins to fee by Faith, that he hath nothing to 
he eo with the Law as a Covenant, this makes him 
ve delight in the Law of God, as a Rule of Holineſs ; 
. wben he fees he hath not a Farthing of Debt to pay, 
che eu ber to the Precept, or Threatning of the Law as a 
if Covenant, becauſe that Debt was paid by Chriſt's 
in Obedience to the Death, this makes him find him- 
J0·lelf under the molt grateful Obligations to ſerve the 
| ofiLord, in Obedience to his Law, as a Rule; yea, 
y under a greater Obligation than ever Adam was in 
1d the State of Innoceney; but the Reſt of the World, 
un. that are utter Strangers to this Freedom, they are in 
Bondage to the Law, and ſo in Bondage to their 

oll [Lults. 
ring 4. Hence we may ſee the Neceflity of a Law- 
aul work of Conviction and Humiliation, and how 
ard much of it is neceſſary, even as much as will render 
» him dead to the Law, that he may live unto God. 
Ng | de 


DP, 
Sd much Conviction is neceſſary, as will unbottom 
the Man from the Covenant of Works, and make 
him diſelaim his own Righteouſneſs, and ery out, 
Unelean, unclean, Guilty, guilty, that thus his 
Self confidenee may be killed, and he through the 
Law may be dead to the Law, and may creep un- 
der the Covert of the Blood of the Lamb, under 
the Covert of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt for Jutj- 
fication, that being dead to the' Law, he may live 
unto God, ' While Men are without this Laws 
work, rendring them dead to Law, they are at bes 
but eſtabliſhing a Righteouſneſs of their own, 
which will keep them out of Heaven, as much-as 
their Sins will do. And this makes the Gate of 
Heaven to be indeed a ſtrait Gate, becauſe many i 
ſeek to enter in, in a legal Way, and ſhall not ber 
able, Luke xiii. 24. and this makes the Way broad 
that leads unto Hell, fo broad, that it lets in all" 
that are out of Chriſt, both the openly Wicked, and 
the Self-righteous, There is but one Way to Her 
ven, and that is Chriſt : But there are many Way 
to Hell ; eſpecially theſe Two, ſome walk in a mon 
cleanly Way of Self-righteouſneſs, and others in! 
more dirty Way of open Wickedneſs, but both mee 
together at the End of the Way, and that is the 
Center of their Damnation. O what Need, then, 5 
there of a Law-work, to convince the Wicked off: 
their Sins, and the Selt-righteous of their Need o 
a better Righteouſneſs, that being dead to the Law, 
they may live to God! 1 1 
5. Hence we may ſee whence it is, that Believers 
live ſo little to God, and are fo untender, and un 
holy : It Rows from this, that they are not perfectly 
dead to the Law, nor pefectly freed from it: Mue! 


. YW ww O00, wc», cas 


mm“ 


ns v — — 
* a 0 um 


—— 
— — 


— — 7 — 0 


of a legal Spiric remains; and the more a” : 
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place, the more unholy they are. Tho' they have 
haken off, in Converſion, the Authority of the Co- 
Jeenant of Works as a Prince, which is a great Mat- 
ier; yet they are many Times under the Authority 
e fthcrcof as an Uſurper, and by Reaſon of the old 
gal Nature, which is but partly renewed in Time: 
And hence the Voice of the Law ſpeaks many Times 
- Min che Believer's Conſcience, and he is terrified at 
ve ce Voice of it; for it preſumes to curſe him, and 

Io bid him do, or elſe be damned; aud fo it 
en reakens his Hands, and makes him think God is a 

n, rd Maſter : Whereas the Voice of the Goſpel in 
a; bis Conſcience, is the ſtill, calm Voice, ſweetly in- 
of rearing, and alluring the Heart to its Obedience, 
ny (2d conveying a ſeeret Strength to obey, and mak- 
being the Soul delight in the Lord's Way, Song i. 3. 
-n me, we will run, But what (ſhould the Belie- 
al rr do, when the Law comes to boatt him, and 
maltemmand him to obey upon Pain of Death, or to 
1ezFEurſe him for his Diſobedience ? Why, he may even 
in the Words of Luther, who, upon the Point 
jon f juſtification, was as found as any fince his Day 

ni LA, Chriſt is my Righteoaſneſs, my Treaſure and 
nen y Work ; I confeſs, O Law, that I am neither god- 
the vor righreons, but yet this I am ſure of, that he is 
n, oddly and Righteous for me, His Obedience anſwe- 
dae both the Godlineſs required in the firſt 
| offÞ-ble of the Law, and the Righteouſneſs 
aw,ſ-quired in the ſecond Table, The Believer 
hay (ay to the Law, O Law, I am dead 
eren thee, and married to another Husband, even 
\unfius Chriſt; and therefore, cannot bring forch 
eaſy Children, any Fruit, any Acts of Obedience 
Aud tliy chreatning Commands: But, behold, I run 
take my iter Husband, who hath ſuggared and 
'la meetned 


ſweetned the Law, with a Goſpel Dreſs and Form 
which giving Strength to obey, and ſhewing the 2 
Behever's Freedom from the Wrath of God, eneoul 
. rages the Believer (as our Confeſſion of Faith ſpeaks fl; 
being free from the Curſe of the Moral Law, and 
delivered from everlaſting Damnation, to yieldf 
Obedience to God, not our of llaviſh Fear, but 
Child-like Love and a willing Mind. 
6. Hence fee how it is, that Holineſs is necefl 
ry to Salvation; why, it is, the very Life of the] 
ſtified Man, being dead to the. Law, to live unt 
God : He is not holy that he may be juſtified, bu 
juſtified that he may be holy. I do not here medd i 
with the Queſtion, Whether Regeneration or 
Rification be firſt in Order of Nature ? For I ar 
ſpeaking mainly, not of habitual Holineſs, or th 
firſt Habit of Grace, but of actual Holineſs, whe 
ther internal in the Exerciſe of Grace, or external 
in the Performance of Duty. Thus Holineſs, I fav 
is neceſſary to Salvation, as being the native, nt 
cellary, and 1nfeparable Fruit of Juſtification, ot 
dying to the Law; It is the juſtified Man's Wy 
of living, or walking towards Heaven, They tha. 
turn the Grace of God into Wantonneſs, they per 
vert the right End of Grace, which teacherh us u 
deny Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luſts; and th 
that give up with the Law as a Rule of Holinels 
becauſe they are, or think they are delivered fron 
the Law as a Covenant of Works, they pervert th. 
very End of that Freedom, wlüch is, that they ma 
Iive unto God; and no doubt, many among Bel 
vers themſelves are in Danger of this Sin For 
know no Sin, but a Believer is liable to it, if het 
leſt to himſelf; and becauſe many of them abu 
Grace, therefore God keeps the Law-Spur at oy 

ide 
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ide; for it is with many, as With dull lazy 
Horſes, ſo long as the Spur is in their Side, they 
Ide quickly, but when that is removed, they be- 
ome dull and heavy, and are ready to ſtand ſtili; 
ſo while the Law exacted rigid Obedience, and 
threatned Damnation and Hell, they were diligent, 
and durſt not baulk a Duty; they were tender in 
heir Walk: But now, being delivered from this 
Spur that was daily pricking; their Sides, and ſee- 
ing that Chriſt hath ſatisfied the Law, whick now 
dn neither juſtifie, nor condemn them, they ima- 
zine they have no more to fear, and ſo they {in the 
Pore, and live ſecurely, inſtead of living ſoberly, 
Wightcouſly, and godly : This is a turning the 
race of God into Wantonneſs, and a perverting 
pf the very End of Grace; and if ahy Child of 
Jod here be guilty, mind, your Father will not 
t you paſs unpuniſhed; tho' he pardon your Sins, 
jet he will take Vengeance on your Inventions; It 
to prevent this Wanronneſs in ſome, that the Spur 
W kep: long in their Side, and they are kept many 
Ways and Yeats, perhaps, under many legal Shakings, 
ears, Doubts and Tremblings, attaining to very 
Irtle of any cheerful Goſpel-Obedience, for the Law 
annot work that. And this leads me to another 
nference, 3 | Wit 
7. Hence, from this Doctrine, we may ſee, that 
e Law can neither juſtifie, nor ſanctifie a Sinner 3 
cannot juſtifie him, for he muſt be dead to it in 
ont of 8 it cannot ſanctiſie him, ſor 
WS never lives unto God till he be dead to the Law. 
en the one Hand, by the Deeds of the Law, no 
® Flech living can be juſtified; Why? Becauſe you're 
Pe:d in Sin by Nature, and can do nothing that 
P. Law requires, in * A 
| an 
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and tho* you would do 2 yet your do- fſc 


ing is imperfect, but the Law requires Perſecti- In 
ion; Ger, tho you could obey the Law per- 
fectly for the Time to come, that will not mak 
Amends for former Faults, there mult be Satis fact. 
on; yea, ſuppoſe it were poſlible that you could do lo 
allthis, and that from your Cradle to your Gra II 
you never ſinned, and were as free of original Sin, fir 
and had as good a Nature as ever Pelag ius thought ſſit 
any had, and Strength to keep the Law, and didit 
actually keep ĩt perfectly from your Youth up, yen 
the Law of Works is broken in Adam, in him weſhi 
all ſinned, and that one Sin is enough to damn thefR 
whole World, and would do; fo, if Chriſt did nah 
redeem from the Guilt thereof. On the other Hand; 
the Law cannot ſanctifie any, it works Wrath, and! 
when the Commandment comes, Siu revives; it M 
the Miniſtration of Death every Way, as I {aid beim 
fore. _ Queſt. If it can neither juſtifie nor ſanctißeſſte 
what, Ute is it for? Anſn. It is for many nobl{t! 
Uſes, both to the Regenerate aud LInregenerateYC 
Tothe Unregenerate, it is of Uſe. to conyince lun 
ef Sin, to break up the fallow Ground of rhe {eangde 
to be a Schoolmaſter to lead to Chriſt, by convincughm 
him of his abſolute Need of a Surety, and of blu 
undone State without Chriſt. And to the RegeueJm: 
Tate, it is of Uſe to make them highly eſteem Chriſii Li 
whole Righteoulneſs anſwers, the Law in its Compen 
minds and Threataings both; and it feryes to gien 
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bim a daily Conyiction of Siu; and that the May's 
may more and more preſs: the Pardon of Sin, auff. 
"fs 


ſeek daily in to the Lord, for pardoning and ſand 
fyung Grace: Alſo to let him fee the intrinſical 
merit of Sin, while he ſees Hell threatued again 
it in that Covenant; and thereupon” may 3 0 

onen 
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1 
offend that God, who is 3 Fire, ſo as he 
Emay worſhip him with Reverence and godly Fear; 
Inot with a (laviſh Fear, that he ſhall be ſent to 
Hell, which is impoſſible, that is not his Duty; 
Ie may have the over-awing Fear and Apprehenſion 


of Hell, but ſhould not have a ſlaviſh Fear of it: 
This Fear of it he ſhould not have, but the Faith of 
it he ought to have, and many Times needs to have 
it, to fear him from Sin, which, of its own Na- 
ture, leads to Deſtruction; as a Man that is bound 
with, a great Chain to a Stake» on the Top of a 
high Tower, tho' he cannot but know, that by 


Reaſon of the Chain, he is ſure enough ; yet when 


he looks over the Battlement, and ſees the dread- 
ful Precipice, it ſcars him from going near the Edge 
of the Battlement. It is certain, that Believers, 


ben they. know not that they are under Grace, 
my unwarrantably apply to themſelves the Sen- 


tence of the Law; unwarrantably, I ſay, becauſe 


\blFthere is no Condemnation to them that are in 


Chriſt; yet God may, for holy Ends, ſuffer his 


Conſcience to be troubled with the Fear of Con- 


demnation, that being humbled, he may make the 
more Uſe of Chriſt for Righteouſneſs and Strength, 
In a Word, the Commands of the Law, not for- 
mally as a Covenant, but materially as a Rule of 
Life, ſerve to be an active Directory for his Walk; 
and whoever walks according to this Rule, Peace be 
on them, and on all the Iſrael of God, Cc. Thus it 
5 of manifold Uſe, tho it can neither juſtifie nor 
ſanctifie, which only the Grace of the Goſpel ean 
do. 

8. Hence ſee what a Myſtery to the World Re- 
ligion is, and the Difference betwixt God's Judg- 


nent and Man's; Man thinks, to be dead to the 
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Law, is the Way to hve in Sin; but God's Word 
tells us, That to be dead to the Law, is the Way to 
live unto God: Why ? here is a Myſtery, a holy 
Riddle; and are we deerying Holineſs, when we 
preach in this Apoltolical Strain? God forbid ; nay, 
wedeclare unto you in the Name of God, that the 
Way to be truly holy, is to quit with your fall 
legal Holineſs ; the Way to be truly Righteous, is 
to quit with your legal Righteouſneſs : Yea, I tel 
you, Man, that even in Point of Sanctification, Ex- 
cept your Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, you ſhall not enter inio the King 
dom of God ; And you know, they made long Pray- 
ers, they faſted twice a Week, and gave Alms of: 
that they poſſeſt, and ſome of them were, touching 
the Law, blameleſs, and could ſay, All theſe Thing 
have I done from my Youth up; and yer I fay 
Uuleſs your Holineſs exceed their Holineſs, you hal 
never enter into the Kingdom of God; and, til 
your unrighteous Righteouſneſs, and unholy Holi 
neſs, be cried down in your Heart, and the perf 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt eried up, true Holnels yo 
{hall never have. Was Chriſt a Friend to Publ 
cans and Harlots ? or, did he approve of their Sins 
when he ſaid to theſe Phariſees, Publicans and Har 
lots go into the Kingdom of God before you ? Mat. xxl 
31. O beware of ſuch blaſphemous Thoughts of 

oly jelus; nay, ſo far from that, that we ma 
hence gather his Abhorrence of their Sins; only h 
would give us to know, that if Sin keep them out 
of Heaven, as much and more will Self-rightcoul 
neis keep out the Phariſee, who mult be rid of hi 
Righteouſneſs, as well as his Sins, before he wi 
there, O but Religion is a Myſtery ! to be dead 
72 the Law, in order ta live unto God, 
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a 9. Hence we may fee the miſerable State of theſe 
toll that are alive, and the happy State of theſe that, are 
Jy dead to the Law: Their State is miſerable that are 
well alive to the Law; for tho' they have a Name to hve, 
2% yet they axe dead, legally dead, bound over to the 
hell the Wrath of God, and under the Curſe of the 
Ae ] aw ; ſpiritually dead in Sin, having no Holineſs, 
sf 1.0 Godlineſs aceeptable to God through Jetus 
tell Chrift : If they be any way awakned, and ſeeking 
Life by the Law, and the Works thereof, what a 
te Madneſs is this to ſeek the Living among the Dead? 
ng or to ſeek Help where it cannot be had? God 
hath laid all our Help upon Chriſt, and it is im- 
poſſible to find Juſtification or Sanctification any 
ing} where elſe. But on the other Hand, their State is 
happy who are dead to the Law; for tho' they be 
dead, yet they live; they live a Life of Juſtificati- 
on, and a Life of 3 thereupon; being 
dead to the Law, they live unto God. O what a 
Mercy is it, 1f God hath awakned your Con- 
MY {cicnecs, convinced you of Sin and Self-righteout- 
neſs, and brought you oft from the Law ! You ſee 
Jour extreme Guilt, Vilenets, Baſeneſs, and Wic- 
ing kednets, and it may. be are groaning under the 
Senſe thereof; but God may have a glorious De- 
ſen in this, to bring you more and more oft from 
Sth: Law, and from any Confidence in the Fleſh, 
that you may build upon a better Foundation, and 
Ite married ro a better Husband, even to [clus 
JChriit, that you may bring forth Fruit unto God. 
10. Hence ſee the Malignity of a legal Spirit: If 
{ hi we muſt be dead to the Law, that we live unto 
wiq God; then a legal Spirit and Temper mult be a 
acaginicked and ungodly Spirit: It is an ignorant Spirit; 
if they were not ignorant of God's Rigineounels 
they 
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(, 86. ). 
they would never citabliſh a Righteouſneſs of their 
own ; but they are ignorant of the Perfection off 
Law, the Terror ot his juſſiee, the Severity of hit 
Fribuna), and of their own natural Weakneſs and 
Wiekedneſs, otherwiſe they would not dare th 
Gt make any Thing a Ground of their Acceptane 
8 with God, except the Blood and Righteouſneſs oſ 
þ his Son. It is a prod Spirit, that will not let Grat 

be exalted, but puts Self in the Throne of Chritt, F 


aud his Righteouſneſs,” Ir is a By and abominabl 
1 Spirit, and. pollutes the Man more and more; and 
5 God abhors it, as that which eontradicts his mot 
"n glorious Plot. And it is a damning Spirit, if it be not 


„ removed : For the Mic Red ſpall be turned into Hells 
i and this Man continues wicked ſtill, even unde 
1 the Pretence of Holineſs; he is wicked and uneod- 
Cl Iy G1l!, for he lives to himſelf, but not to God; 
for it is only theſe that are dead to the Law, who 
live unto God. b 
| | It 
Examination. Try your State then, Man, Woman 
You ſhould try atter, as well as before a Commugſ* 
nion; and there are two Things you ſhould try 
here, 1. Whether you be dead ro the Law in Poing 
of juſtification? 2. Whether you be living to tha 
Law, or living to God in Point of Sancti fication YE 
Two as neceflary Points as Are in all Divinity, andy! 
ſuch as are of the utmoſt Concern in Time, ano 
through Eternity. 5 
1. Try whether you be dead to the Law in Poin 
of Juſtification, I might here tell you Marks qt 
thete that are alive to the Law, and then Marks pe 
theſe that are dead to the Law; bu ſeeing theſe wifi 
ooineide, I join them together, I ſhall not _— ho 
8 | Marken 
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ir Pſarks, but you may'rry by theſe following, 1. The 
88 | ani ev is dead, to the Law, | hath got a Sight. of 
his ummſelt in the oh of the Law, agg af his natural 
nd egal! Temper. 8 me. think the have a good. 
tfcart to God, and they can do to and fo; but 
ce Iche Believer dead to the Law, he ſees his Heart 
olflche wortt Piece in or about him, and that he ean- 
not believe, he cannot repeat, be cannot mortiſie 
din; Corruption 1s like the Giants of Anal. The Man 
Es be is vile, wich 5b, Behold Lam vile! In every, 
Duty, in praying, communicating, behold I ap 
rile! He fees himſelf, and he ſees his. his own 188 
Temper. The Man that is alive to the Law, ngves 
fees his legal Temper, nor his ſtrong Tuclnation to 
Klrighteouſneis: The Believer e and finds 
od-flomerhing of this, even after he is made a Goſpel 
Bhat ; but the Legalitts never fee it. What, ſay they, 
Vould you have us Papi/t. ? Bleffed be God, we ate, 
better infiruGted, we have vo Merit, our Righteouſ- 
nels is Rags; and yet, after all, there is a ſeęret 
Iruſting iu their on Righteouſneſs, they never 
le rhemſelves leaning, upon themſelves. Hath it 
ever been one Exercile to you, how to be rid of 
your Sins? and another, how to be rid of your 
Righteouſneſs ? 2. The Man that is dead to the 
Law, is tired out of it: May be, he hath been eon- 
rinced of Sin, and thereupon falling to the Law, 
to this and the other Duty; O I deſerve Hell, for 
my Sin is great: Well, he endeavours to make a 
dginfſdicnds, and to find Peace; and fo he runs to Prayer, 
ks offend Preaching, thinking he will get Peace; he re- 
ks offents, he reſolves; and Wo to the Man that finds 
 wilall his Peace there without going further. But, be- 
Itipyhold, the Man whom God ſhews Mercy to, he goes 
arken in theſe Duties, but finds no Peace, no Refi, no 
| we ; datlsfaction, 
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Satisfaction; be is tired out of it gde, a Soul ſinks 
with Diſcotiragement and lan nd hangs 
wn the Head; and God Ag betten the Mn 
. of hitaſelf : Wilhras, he that is alive to the Law, he 
that takes up bs Reſt and Comfort in his Du 
le hath the ar of Wrath to come, and then fe 
runs to Duty, the Duty gives him Eaſe, he js re- 
Iieved, all is well; as a Husband comforts his di- 
Areſs'd Wife, ſo Obedience to the Law comforts 
him, and the Law heals him; it is the Law that 
thtoys bim down, and it is the Law that raiſes 
bim up again: Whrreas, the Man that is dead to 
che Law, tho' the Law terriffe, yet it is not the 
Law that ſapisfies him again. 3. The Man that is 
dead to the Law, he knows what it is to act from 
Chriſt as his Principle, and to him as End; he 
knowys what it is t perform Duty from a borro- 
ed Strength: The egaliſt may indeed ſpeak ſound- 
ly, and ſay, He can do nothing of himſelf without 
rilt ; and yet he reads, prays, preaches, hears, 
communicates, and does all. as if he had the Power 
in his own Hand, Let a Man have never ſuch an 
orthdcx Head, if he be not a Believer in Chrilt, he 
1s Arminian and Pelagian all over, he knows not 
his own Weakneſs, he looks not up for immediate 
Influences: And as Self is his Principle, ſo to Sell 
he acts as his End; as he that is joined to Chriſt 
brings forth Children, or Fruit unto Chriſt, ſo he 
alk is joined to the Law, brings forth Children to 
the Law; he does Duty, it may be, to huſh the 
Clamours of Conſcience, and give 1t Eaſe, to keep 
himſelt out of Hell, for he hath no will to b: 
damn'd, and for the like Ends, The Believer, be- 
ing dead to the Law, cannot perform Duty, put 
by 3 Strength; he can do nothing _ k 


8 ' 
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Gale of the Spirit come; he cannot bring forth Chil- 
dren, till the Spirit of God beget them in his Soul: 
No, no, every Act of Grace flows from a creating 
Power; and when he acts, the Love of Chriſt eſpe- 
clally, and Deſire of Communion and Fellowſhip 
with God, conſtrains him, and the Glory of God 
in Chriſt is his great End. 4. The Behever that is 
dead to the Law, he hath vilifying Thoughts of all 
he does; the Legaliſt overvalues his Duties; Where- 
fore have we faſted, and thou halt not ſeen ? 
Wherefore have we prayed, and thou haſt not 
heard ? They challenge God as if he were unjuſt, 
for not giving them what they merit. Cod, I thank 
thee, ſaid the Phariſee, I am not as other Men; It 
was like a proud Boalting of what he had done: 
But let the Believer ſpend Days, and Nights in 
Prayer, and that with much Liberty and Inlarge- 
ment, yet the Upſhot of the Work is, O my Righ- 
teouſneſs is filchy Rags, a menſtruous Cloth; Wo 
to me, if I be not found in Chriſt, for my beſt Du- 
ties deſerve Damnation ; I fiad my Praying, my 
Worſhipping, my Communicating full of Atheiſm, 
Unbelief, Formality and Hypoeriſy. The Legaliſt 
over-rates his Duties; he thinks more of what he 
hath done, than of whath Chriſt hath done, and 
more of his praying on Earth than of Chrilt's plead- 
in Heaven ; he thinks more of his Tears - than of 
Chriſt's Blood; he is proud of his Humility, and 
never duly humbled. 5. The Believer that is dead to 
the Law, ſo far as he is dead thereto, bis Com- 
plaints and his Comforts move in a Goſpet Chan- 
nel. The Legaliſt will complain move for Want of 
Holineſs, than for Want of Chriſt : Seeing he hath 
taken up with a Sei- righteouſneſs, it is his All, it 
is his Happineſs, it is * Husband, it is his God; 

| and 
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and when it is wanting, he cannot but be troubled, 
But the Language of the Man dead to the Law is, 
O for Chriſt !O for a Day of Power! O to be w rapt 
up in the Covenant of Grace, to get an ommipotent 
Power, determining me to comply with the Goſpel 
Offer! His Comfor:s move in a Goſpel Channel; 
Whereas the Legaliſt finds Comfort in Law-works, 
even in all his Extremitics in Time; In the Proſpect 
of Trouble, what comforts him? Even this, that he 
hath done many good Durics, he wraps up himſelf 
a Garment df his own weaving: Under Challen- 
ges of Conſcience, what comforts him, and gives 
him Peace? He even haps himſelf with the fame 
Robe, In the Proſpect of judgment, what comforts 
him, and gives him Peace? Why, he hopes God 
will be merciful to him, becauſe he hath had a good 
Profeſlion, and ſaid many good Prayers, and done 
many good Dutics. But, O ſcny Peacc-maker ; 
the only Thing that gives a Believer Peace and Eaſe 
in thete Caſes, is the Law-biding Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, under which he deſires to ſhroud himſelf ; 
he flees to che Blood of Chritt, O I am undone, 
unleſs my Soul be wrapt up in the Mantle of 
Chrilt's perfect Riehteoutneſs ; I defire to be found 
in him ; upon this Righreouſneſs of ]cfus do I ven- 
ture my Soul, I have no Shift but this. The Le- 
galiſt, 1 ſaid, comforts himſelf in all his Extremi- 
tics with the Law, till the laſt Extremity come, 
and then he finds himſelf cheated : And hence, 0 
whar a Merey is it, that the Lord drains a Man of 
his legal Comfort, that he may unhinge him off 
the Law, and off 'his Self. confidence! Oft-timcs, 
when God is bringing home his Elect, he makes all 
the common Work they had before to diſappear. 


It may be they had a Profeſſion, were morally ſe- 
| tious, 


err 
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rious, they had Zeal, prayed with Life, heard with 
Affection; but bchold now, all the Streams of 
common Influences are dricd up; the poor Soul. 
finds he cannot pray, he cannot ſhed a Tear tho' 
he ſhould be caſt into Hell ; Yea, he cannot think 
a right Thought, tho' it ſhould bring him to Hea- 
ven ; nay, he finds his Heart hard ned like a Devil, 


and his Mind bemiſted with the Darkneſs of Hell. 


Why ? this is all in Love to drive him out of him- 
ſelt, and out of the Law, to the d ar Somof God. 
6. The Believer that is dead to the Law, is eontent 
to have his Righteouſneſs tried, and compared with 
the perfect Law. As Chriſt 1s the Lord his Righte- 
ouſnets, and this he knows is ſufhcient to anſwer 
ail the Demands, and Commands of the Law, and 
he is not aſhamed of this Kighreouſneſs, but glories 
in it; fo, as to his Works of Holucts, whatever 
Hortcoming he is ſenſible of, yer he is content to 
be tried with the cleareſt Light, Let Omniſeieney 
deſcend, and make a critical Search ; Search me, O 
God, and ſee if there be any wicked Way in me, and 
lead me in the Way everiaſting : | do not love to die 
with a Lic in my Right-hind ; let all rhe inward. 
Corners of my Heart be leid open before me; ] am 
ſatisfied to know 1f J have a lawful Husband, or 
not, if Chriſt be my Husband, or not; He is con- 
tent to be tried. But the Legaliſt, the Man that is 
alive to the Law, a ſearching Sermon is uneaſy to 
lum, a Golpel-Sermon he cannot abide, a narrow 
Trial he cannot endure ; he thinks that the Miniſter 
s too 1Mpartial to caſt us all to Hell; he hath ſtollen 
Goods, and therefore dreads the Light, Yea, 7. 
The Man that is dead to the Law, he hath got a 
Soul-humbling Sight, and View of the Glory of 
Chriſt's Righteouſnels, that made him quit with 
8 M 2 2 
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all his legal Rags as Loſs and Dung ; even as the Stars 
evaniſh out of Sight when the Sun ariſes. O hath 
Chriſt's Glory ever ſhined into your Heart, Man, 
Woman, and made you ſee Thouſands of Worlds 
to be nothing to him, Thouſands of Righteouſneſles 
of Men and Angels, to be nothing to his? Have 

ou ſeen an utter Impoſſibility of obtaining God's 
—— by any Righteouſneſs of yours? and ſuch 
a ſure Ground of obtaining God's Favour here, that 
your Soul hath been made to renounce all other 
Ways of Acceptance, and to ſee, admire, and re- 
Joice in the Glory of this Way, and to approve it, as 
a Device worthy of God, and ſuitable to you ? And 
5 have you found Relt here? I: is good. The Le- 
1 galiſt is a Stranger to ſuch ſaving Views of the 
Glory of Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs, having 
never got the Spirit of Wiſdom and Revelation in 
the Knowledge of Chrilt, 8. The Man that is dead to 
the Law, is in Love with the Doctrine of the Goſ- 
pel ; How beautiful upon the Mountains, to them, 
are the Feet of theſe that preach the glad Tidings of 
Peace? Whereas, he that is alive to the Law, he 
always ſuſpects the Doctrine of the Goſpel, as if it 
were lead ing him away from the Law, and away 
from Holineſs: Here is a Mark that well may find 
out a Pharifaick Generation; they ſuſpect the Do- 
ctrine of Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs, as if it 
rere a Doctrine tending to Licentiouſneſs, and F 
Oppoſition to the Law ; a Sign they never felt the 
Power of the Goſpel upon their Hearts, otherwiſe F 
they would feel the Revelation of the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt,” from Faith to Faith, to be the Power of [| 
God to their Salvation ; they would find, that never 


they are under the Influences of the Spirit of Faith, 


dil 
8 


are they ſo much diſpoſed to holy Duties, as when 


1 
( 


,uſneſs to them : But an ignorant Generation, that 
mows not the Power and Vertue of the Goſpel, 
ul ſuſpects it as contrary to the Law: This was 


ehen, Acts vi. 18. and againſt Paul, from which 
herefore he many Times vindicates himſelf, See 
(ts xvili. 13. 9. The Man that is dead to the 
Lay, can, in ſome Meaſure, put a Difference be- 
wixt Chriſt and a Frame: Whereas, he that is 


hrilt in Duty, and a Frame in Duty. I trow 
his is a hard Queſtion, How ſhall we know the 
ifference betwixt Chriſt in Duty, and a Frame in 
Duty ? I'll tay in a Word, the Man that hath on- 
a Frame in Duty, and not Chrilt in it, he is 
ly pleaſed with his Frame, his Tears, his Enlarge- 
hents ; he makes that his Righteouſneſs, he is con- 
ent with that, and exalted with that, and now 
hinks all is well: But he that hath Chriſt in Du- 
, and not a Frame only, he is ready to cry, O 
would have Chriſt | I would have Chriſt! None 
ur Chriſt ! none bur Chritt ! Tears will not do the 
urn, my own Heart hath deceived me a thouſand 
mes; I find my Tears do not waſh me, m 
ame does not ſanctifie me; this lowing of Affecti- 
1 may be but a natural Thing, it will not do; it 
Chriſt I want, nothing but his Blood can waſh 
xe e; nothing but this Blood can paeifie his Con- 
ſe fience; nothing bur ſome Views of Chriſt can 
ſs Five him ſolid Quiet, A ſweet Frame may indeed 
of e the Chariot, in which Chriſt may ride towards 
er e Soul; bur the Goſpel Believer is not ſo much 
n len up with the Chariot, as with the glorious 
b, Ig, that rides in it. 10. The Man that is dead 
| | 53 
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{covering the Glory of Chriſt, and his Righte- 


he falſe Charge againſt Chriſt of old, and againſt 


live to the Law, can never diſtinguiſh betwixt 
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ts the Lan, is dead to Sin; Sin hath not Dominin 
over him, becauſe he is not under the Law, but 
under Grace. The Views of Chriſt are of a tranſ- 
forming Nature; Beholding his Glory, we are 
changed. It is true, here the Believer fears moſt of 
all, becauſe of his Shortcoming in Point of Sand 
fication, and Mortification of Sin, becauſe he finds 
Iniquity prevailing againſt him ; and how is it 
true that Sin hath not Dominion over him, he not 
being under the Law, but under Grace? Why? 
Sin hath no righteous nor lawful Dominion over 
Believers ; the firſt Husband is dead, and they are: 
married to Chriſt the ſecond Husband ; and there- 
fore they are not Debtors to the Fleth : tho Gill the 
Fleth craves them to obey it, yet it hath no jul 
Power ſo to do! Sin's juſt Authority is exaucto- 
rated; and Chriſt, by ſatisfying the Law, which u 
the Strength of Sin, hath condemned Sin in the 
Fleſh. Sin hath a fort of Right to reign in wicked 
Men, and theſe that are under the Law; but none 
in the Believer, who 1s dehvered from the Law, 
which is the Strength of Sin : Tho' it actually exei- 
eiſe Authority, yet it is but an uſurped Authority. 
as Sin hath no Power nor Authority to condemn 
the Soul that is in Chrilt, ſo it hath no Authority 
to rein; and Sin ſhall never reign unto Death. 
over them, Rom. v. laſt. And the Believer that hath]. ; 
caſt off thc Authority of Sin, as being no more his 
lawful King, may complain of its unjuſt Op- 
preſſion, and plead with a righteous God, that thin. 
Power of Sin may be more and more broken, andi © 
ſo it ſhall be, Bur the Legaliſt, that is alive to the 
Law, in regard that he is both under the con- 
manding and condemning Power of the Law; 
is alſo under the commanding and — 
ower 
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Power of Sin. The Law commands him, and he 
MEeys it as his Lord; and Sin commands him allo, 
End he obeys it too, and makes his legal Dutics a 
Waiter to cure his Conſeience of his Sin, like 
ei XI. of France, who would ſwear a bloody 
Pitch, and for a Pardon kits a Crucifix, and ſwear 
un, and kiſs it again, and fo runs the Round. 
wwever, the Believer is delivered from the Power 
if che Law, and the Power of Sin too; having caft 
if the Law as a Covenant, and finding nothing 
'Micisfic and ſtill his Conſcience, but the Blood and 
Tightcouſneſls of Chriſt, that ſatisfies Divine ju- 
neee; as in this Way he finds Reſt from the Curſe 
eit the Law, fo alſo ſome Reſt from the Rule and 
bepominion of Sin; the Faith of God's Love in 
ubrid, docs purific his Heart, ard kill his natural 
to nnity, inſomuch that he can atteſt, to his ſweet 
Uurperience, that the Faith of the Love of God in 
i hrift, is fo far from leading him to Licentiouſneſs 


" Life, or encouraging Laziueſs, that he finds it the 
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nd the ſtrongeſt Cord in the World to bind him 
Duty, while the Love of God 1s ſhed abroad 
pon him. Try by theſe Things if you be dead to 
e Lw. Ina Word, if you be dead to the Law, 
en you will be living unto God; I through the 
*, am dead te the Law, &e. He is led ſweetly to 
e Law as a Rule of fe. 

Queſt. How (hall I know if I be living unto 
da? This leads me to the other Part of the Exa- 
mation. 


the g inlarged ſo much upon the preceeding Head, 
ond having offered ſeveral Particulars upon this 
ine already in the doctrinal Part, which may be 
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ortelt Fire in the World to melt his Heart for Sin, 


andy g. ond! „Try if you be living unto God. Har- 
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| Where the Spirit of Life is, he is a Spirit of Fait 


Duty from the Authority of God, and in a De 


. | „ 
improved by way of Trial; therefore I'll offer yo 
but theſe two Marks of this. 1, If you be liy 
ing unto God, then the Spirit of God will! 
the chief Principle of your Life; The Water thy 
T ſhall give him (Job. iv. 14.) ſhall be in bim aWe 
of Water ſpringing up to everlaſting Life. The My 
hath not only the Water within him, the Grace 
of the Spirit; but the Well it ſelf, the Spirit him 
ſelf dwelling in him. And as we know a Spring 
well, by ſeeing the Water bullering up; ſo a Ma 
may know he hath the Spirit, by the bubbling u 
of this Water now and then. None have a Lis 
unto God, but theſe that have the Spirit of Chri 
in them, cauſing them to walk in his Statutes ; fo 


and a Spirit of Love; a Spirit of Faith, leading t 
Man to the Obedience of Faith, which ſets him t 


pendence upon Chriſt, both as his Strength fo 
Aſſiſtance, and as his Righteouſneſs for AeceptanyÞf 
in the Performance thereof: A Spirit of Love, lead 
ing the Man to the obedience of Love; and thi 
Obedience makes a Man ſerve like a Son, and n 
like a Slave, and makcs the Service ſweet and ple 
fant, 1 Joh. v. 3. This is the Love of God, that 3 
keep his Commandments, and his Commandments a 
not grievoxs, This makes the Behever's Obedienc 
While he lives unto God, a Myſtery to the World 
that reckon it a Burden to keep the Sabbath, a B 
den to wait on Ordinances, a Burden to perfom 
Duties; Why ? on the other Hand, when the h 
liever is mounted up in the Chariot of Love, uf 
deed it is a Burden to him to leave off Duty, it is 
den to him to leave Ordinances, it is a Purp® 
den to him to think of going back to the Wolfe 
PSUs 
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te | 
again 3 Why? The Mal is, he is about the 
Obedience of Love, which makes the Commands 
of God not grievous, but delicious; Iry your 
Obedience, and living to God, by this Principle of 
Ir, the Spirit of God as a Spirit of Faith and Love, 
kading to the Obedience of Faith and Love. 2. IE 
you be living unto God, then the Glory of God 
will be the chief End of your Fife. Quecſt. How 
ſhall I know if the Glory of God be my chief End 
Mary in my Obedience ? Indeed it is a materia} Queſti- 
on. IIl offer a Thought upon it: If the Glory of 


bave a continual Conflict with ge“ , and how to 
ret Sell-Ends mortified. O I ſee Self creeping in 
upon me, 1n all my Preaching, P:aying, Commu- 
nieating; how ſhall I ger this Enemy killed > 
here the Fleſh Iuſis againſt the Spirit, and the Spi- 
nt againſt the Fleſh, and theſe two are contrary tlie 
dne to the other. The Believer finds a War here 
zsainſt Self, as his greateſt Enemy ; and it is his 

by, and the Triumph of his Heart, when he gets 
F daſhed to the Ground, and debaſed; when 
e Loftineſs thereof is brought down, and the 
Eid alone is exalted in him, The Man'that hath 
od's Clory as his chief End, he can ſometimes 
rample eren his own Happineſs under his Feet, in 
Manner, when it comes in Competition with the 
Lory of God and Chriſt: The Glory of God is 
© more Worth than ten thouſand Heavens ; and 
Ferefore the Self-denicd Believer, before the Divine 
Tory ſhould ſink, would venture his All, tho* he 
d a thouſand Lives: Blot ne out of tkyBook,ſays Mo- 
Lei me be accur ſed, ſays Paul; and all was, that 
upd might be glorified, that Chriſt might be 
@22n1fed, and have a glorious Name in the World. 
in n Mp N „ There 
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There were ſome Things indeed extraordinary in 
that Meaſure that Mo ſes and Paal attained to; but 
there may be ſomething like it, 1 think, tho ina 
ſmaller Meaſure, that Believers may know in their 
Experience; O ! whatever thould become of me, 
let thy Name be glorified ; let Chriſt have a nome. 
rous Train to praiſe him to Eternity; let me de 
creaſe, and him increaſe ; let him be exalted, tho! 
ſhould be for ever abaſed ; and 1f ic might con 
tribute to his mounting of the Throne, let me be 
even the Foot- ſtool on which he may aſcend. The 
Man prefers Chriſt's publick Intereſt before his ow 
private Intereſt: If I forget thee, O Jcrulalem, & 
In a Word, the Man that lives to God, as his chi; 
End, he acts in Duties, becauſe God is therch 

honoured and glorified; and he hates Sin 1 

himſelf and others, becauſe God is therh 
dithonoured. Finally, If you be living unto God 
your Life, your Obedience will be influenced h 
the Grace of the new Covenant, being dead to t 

Law, or to the old Covenant: But of this I hay 
ſpoken at large, on their 4:þ general Head, Th 

much for Trial. 

The 2d Uſe may be for Lamentation over, tog! 


ther with Reproof of all, both Doctrinal and Prad 


cal, Legaluts. 1. As to Doctrinal Legaliſts, n 
might bewail, and refute the Legal Schemes thi 
take place in the World. I name theſe two, 


The Popiſh Scheme,denying the Imputation of Chril 


Righteouſneſs. The imputed Righteouſneſs of Chr 
is blaſphemed by the Chureh of Rome; they call it 
affectitious, imaginary Air, a putative Righteouſne 
contrary to the very Strain of our Apoſtle in his 
piſtles. They talk of a rwofold Juſtification : Thi 
Firſt Juſtification is that, whereby an unjuſſif 
Man becomes juſiitied, or a wicked Man beach 


mands, is our Righteouſneſs; and this Obedience 


— 


godly; where they confound Juſtification and 
2 The Second is that, whereby a Man, 
already Righteous, becomes more and more Righ- 
teous, more and more Holy, We know no Juſti- 
fication, but one Jultheation by Faith, in the Day 
of Cloling with Chriſt; laying hold upon the 
Blood of Ghrift, whom God harh let forth to be the 
Propitiation, Cc. Ic is a compleat Righteouſ- 
neſs, we have it all at once; and it is not with- 
in us, but without us: It i is in Chrilt Inherently, 
and in us Inputatively, They tell us, that we are 
not juſtified by the Works of the Ceremonial Law, 
but by the Works of the Moral Law : They 
tell us, that we are not juſtiſied by perfect O- 
bedience, but by imperfect ; and by an Acceprilation, 
it 18 look t on by God as perlect: And in a Word, 
they tell us, that we are juſtified, not meritori- 
outly, and ſimply by Works done in our own 
Strength, but by Works acted and done by the 
Strength and Alliſtance of the Spirit of God. There 
18 the Popiſh Scheme, 2. The Baxterian Scheme is 
alſo oppolite co this Goſpel Doctrine: They tell 
us, that God hath made a new Lam with Mankind; 
and Obedience to that new Lan, and i its Com- 


gives usa Title co Heaven, and gives us a Title to 
Chriſt's Blood, and to Pardon: And the Act of 
Faith is our Righteoulneſs, not as it accepts of 
Chriſt's Righrcouſnels, but as it is an Obedience to 
that new Lan; The very Act and Work of Faith is, 
according to them, the Retccouſnels] it ſelf: And ; 


his Faich takes in all kind of Works, namely, | 


Repentance, Love, Obedience, and Ten or Twelve if 
Duties of that ſort ; and all theic together are our 
Righteouſueſs for Jultiierrion, Really (as one ſays 
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upon this very Head) If the Apoſtle Paul were a: 
live, he would excommunicate ſuch Miniſters, 

2. As to Practical Legaliſts, this Generation is 
fall of theſe. I know not a more reigning Sin a- 
mong Profeſſors ; a Goſpel-ſtrain is almoſt loft, 
and a Goſpel-method is almoſt forgotten, If we 
would go back to our Reformers, we would ſee a 
Goſpel- ſpirit among them; but now the Goſpel- 
Scheme 1s come under Reproach, as if it were a new 
1 ; and ſome preach againſt it, write againſt 

WE, afon againſt it, as if it were Autinomiani ſm, 
a+ a going off from the Law; ; as the Papiſis ac- 
cuſed the Proteſtants of old: Why? what is the 
Matter? A helliſh, unholy, legal Spirit reigns in 
the Word. Now, in proſecuting of this Ule, and 
that we may ice how much Ground there is to la- 
ment over, and bewail a legal Temper that takes 
place ; I would here, 1. Shew ſome Evidences of 
a legal Spirit in the Ungodly, and Unconverted, 
2. Some Evidences of a legal Temper in Believers 
themſelves, 3. Shew the Cauſe of this legal Tem- 
per that is in the World, 4. Shew the Evil and 
Danger of it. 

17. Some Evidenc:s of a legal Temper, that is na- 
tural to the Ungodly, who having no new Nature, 
have no Goſpel-Spirit at all. This may be eviden- 
ced in theſe Four Degrees of Self, and legal Pride. 
1. While the Man is juſt in the dead Sleep of natural 
Security, having no Sight, nor Senſe of his Sin, no 
Conviction of, nor Contrition for Sin; even then, 
which is ſtrange, he may imagine many Times, 
that he is perfect. that he never breaks all the Com- 
eat end; of God, but keeps the whole Law : 
The young Phariſce 1 in the Golpel is an eminent In- 
ſtance hereof; Our Lord gives him an Account of 
che Commands ol the Lay, and he had the g 
Old 
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Boldneſs to ſay to Chriſt, All theſe Things have 1 
lept from my Touth up : And Paul, before his Con- 
verſion, was ſtuff'd with the ſame legal Pride, I was 
uc hing the Law blameleſs. What means he by that? 
Why, it is as if he had faid, I was ſuch a ſtanch 
Phariſee, and religious Zealot, that, as I never 
thought I broke any of the Ten Commandments, 
{© thought I had kept the whole Law. Wonder- 
ful Arrogance and Ignorance, to imagine that a 
lan in his fallen State can have a Perfection, and 
keep the whole Law! And yet the Elect of God, 
fore their Converſion, have found that they have 
en filled with ſuch Pride and inſolent Thoughts, 
s you ſee in Paul: Yea, and many think little 
s ; tho*. they ſay they are Sinners, yet they ſee not 
n, and fancy they are conformable to the Law: 
bey have a good Hcart, they wrong no Body, 
bey are juſt in their Dealings, none can ſay, Black 
their Eye; and here is their Righteouſneis, being 
lire to the Law. 2. Degree is, when Men come to 
convinced of Sin and Rebellion, and of their 
d i State, by Reaſon of their having trampled the 
Dine Authority under Foot, offended his Majeſty, 
» olated his Law, provoked his Anger; Then, as if 
„ Tbriſt were the mott necdleſs and uſeleſs Thing in 
I- Faven or Earth, they run to their Repentanee for an 
e. Fironement, as Papiſts to their Penances, and Pagans 
il Þ their Sacrificcs, to attone their offended Deities; 
o if there were no Days-Man, no Mediator be- 
„Fit God and Man, to make Attonement : Chriſt 
E, fe Propitiation is altogether ſlighted; they hope to 
ke Attonement, and paeifie God, by repenting ſeri- 
y, and lamenting birterly ; and fo they fall to 
erk, praying, faſting, mourning, confeſſing, with 
t Poablolute Neglect of Chriſt; and, upon the Back of 
c cheir legal Fears, Confeſlions and bitter Lamen- 


tations, 


 - 
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tations, their wakned Conſeiences are pleaſed and 
pacified ; The Storm that was raiſed there, is 
turned to a Calm; a falſe Peace takes Place, not 
founded upon Chriſt, or his attoning Blood, but 
upon their Confeſſions, Tears, Prayers, whereby 


they think to-diſgorge and vomit up all the Sins 
of their Life, and to fave themſelves from them 
and from the Wrath that follows them. To this 
Purpoſe was that Saying of Auguſtine (it looks lik: 
a harſh Saying, but had a good Meaning) namely 
That Repentance damns moe than Sins do 

When People are under any fearful Apprehenſia 

of the Wrath to come upon them for their Sins 

they fize to their Repentance inſtead of flying t 

Chriſt, and that eflectually deſtroys and ruin: 

them, 3. Degree 1s, when a Man not only repent 

hut amends : He not only takes up Reſolutions off 
Amendment of Life, but actually ſtudies Obedien | 
reforms his Way; he is at Pains to get his I 
changed, but not to get Ins State changed: I: 
not taken up to get . a new Heart, but wou 
have the old Heart made a little better; he thin 
a little Mends will do the Buſineſs ; and what 
all this, but, as one ſays, like the Gilding of ar 
ten Pott, the Poſt is rotten within, but it is fiat 
gilded over without ? It is bur like the Wh 
ning of a Sepulchre, that, however White 1t n 
be without, yet it is full of dead Mens B 
within: It is like the Painting of a Chimney w. 
out, that is all black and ſooty within: It is tl 
the Adorning of a dead Corps with tfivecr Flow ye 
The Man is dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, notwi E 
ſtanding all this. 4. Degree is beyond ell if 2 
Goſpel-Light hath ſhined ob jectively upon tif 
aud they are more illuminated chan to be pi r 
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with this; Why ? they hear of Chriſt, and that 
there is no Salvation, no Juſtification without him; 
and therefore, they act Faith upon him in a legal 
Way ; they believe in him, not by a ſaving Faith, 
but a temporary Faith. As Believers do perform 
Goſpel-Obedience to the Law, ſo Unbelicvers may 
have a legal Faith of the Gotpel, a legal Faith upon 
Chriſt, believing in their own Strength, believing 
before ever he ſee his Inability to believe, before 
ever he ſee his Unwillingneſs to believe, before he 
be humbled under a Senſe of his abſolute Need of 
Chriſt, and before he ſee what Right and Warrant 
he hath from the Word. However, he fancies he 
hach cloſed with Chriſt, laid hold on bis Covenant, 
and this is the moſt ſubtile Part of Self-righteout- 
neſs; yet, after all, he is the old Man, ſtill wedded 
to the Law ; And hence he hath no Sanctification, 
no new Nature, no new Principle of ſpiritual Life, 
no living unto God, 2diy, Some Evidences of a legal 
Temper that remains in Believers themſelves. 1. 
When their Comfort is ay up and down with their 
Frame ; if their Frame be up, their Comfort is up; 
if their Frame be down, their Comfort is down; 
if their Frame be gone, their Comfort is gone, their 
Joy is withered : Hexein the legal Spirit diſeovers 
it ſelf ; Whereas a Goſpel-Temper of Soul would 
lead the Man to rejoice, even when the changeable 
Frame is gone, that the unchangeable Covenant is to 
the fore; and to ſay, Tho the Fig-:ree ſhould not bloſſim, 


yet will I rejoice in the Lord: Iho Grace be at a low 


Ebb with me, yet the Ocean of Grace is in Chritt - 
and herein I rejoice : Tho? I be in Darknets; yet 
will I rejoice that there is Light in him; tho” I 
nnd nothing but Deadneſs ip me, yet will I rejoice 
that there is Life in him; tho' I be empty, yet will 
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J rejoice that there is Fulneſs in him, and this to 
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be communicate in his Time and Way, 2, It is 4 
legal Temper in the Believer, when his Aſſuranee is 


loſt by his Challenges. It may be, the Man attain 


ed ſome ſweet Meaſure of Aſſurance, but behold 
Sin prevails, Conſcience challenges him, and her 
upon he razes all ; this is an Evidence of a legal 


Temper, contrary to that Goſpel Spirit which we 


may. ſee acting in David, Pſal, Ixv. 3. Iniquity pre- l 


wails againft me; it is againſt my Heart, againſt my 
Will, againſt my Prayers, againſt my ſeeret Grones 
and Wreſtlings, againſt my Reſolutions, againſt my 


Inclination they prevail; Shall J raze the Founda- 


tion of my Faith upon this Account? No, I flee to 
the Blood of the Lamb of God, for Cleanſing and 
Purging both from the Guile and Power of Sin; 
and therefore I'll maintain my Aſſurance and Con- 
fidence in thee ; As for our Iniquities, thou wil 
purge them away, 3. It is a legal Temper, when 
Faith is marr'd, either by Sins or Graces, I mean, 
either by the Prevalence of Sin, or the Pride of 
Grace, On the other Hand, when the Exerciſe of 
Faith is marr'd by the Prevalence of Sin, when 


their known Senſe and Feeling of Out-breakings, 


either make a Man ſtand a-back from Chriſt, or 


make him run away from him, by ſinking Dif- 


couragement or ſeeret Deſpair : This evidences much 
Legality. Are you convinced of Sin? Why then? 
you have the more Need to come to Chrift, and 
believe in him, and the leſs Need to ſtay away from 
him. Peter had a Prayer once, that Jooked like a 


fer Form of the Devil's eompoſing, Lord depart from 


me, for I am ſinful Man. It it had run in a Goſpel F' 
Form, he would rather ſaid, Lord come to me, for F* 


I am a ſinful Man, Yet many Believers have learn- 


edk 


10 
Peter's Form of Prayer, Lord, I am ſuch a ſin- 
ul Man, I dare not come to thee, nor believe that 
ou wilt come to me; Why? the more ſinful thou 


ut, the more Need thou haſt to come to him, and 


o employ him to come to you, and fave you. On 
x other Hand, when the Exerciſe of Faith 1s 
ard by the Pride of Grace, this is Part of a le- 
ral Temper 5 when Bclievers truſt more to their 
Graces than ro Chriſt, the Fountain of all Grace; 
chen they look more to the Strength of gracious 
Habits, and truſt more to them, than to the Grace 
that is in Chriſt, in which they are called to be 
frong ; Be ſtrong in the Grace that is in Chriſt ; As 
y porting on their Sins, they are many Times led 
# from cloſing with Chriſt tor Pardon and Clean- 
ne; ſo by poring on their Graccs and gracious 
abits, they are many Times led off from depend- 
ng on Chriſt, for conſtant Incomes of actual In- 
luenct's, And hence, when a Belicvet is lively, he 
s ready to think, he will never be dead again; 
hen he is ſpiritual, that he will never be carnal 
ain; When he is up in the Mount, that he will 
erer be down in the Valley again, ſaying, by thy 
our my Mountain Rands ſtrong; He thinks it like 
lount Zion, that can never be ſhaken, and that he 
ill never doubt again; But behold, 7% didſt 
ide thy Face, and 1 was troubled : My good Frame was 
unged to a bad one; of a ſudden my Mount 
ion was turned to a Mount Sinai, all Fears, all 
rowns, all Darkneſs, Never hath the Believer more 
ed to act Faich, and eloſs Dependence on the 
ord, than when his-Graces and Frames are molt 
vely, left Selt-confidence creep in, and Confidence 
1 excated Grace, more than in the Fountain, out of 
hoſe Fulneſs. he is to have Grace fox Grace, Let 
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your Frame be never fo good, your Faith never { 
firong, your Grace never to lively, at any Tim 
yet look up [till for new Influences; for without 
momentary Supplies and Breathings from Heave 
your gracious Habits cannot act, and will not hol 
out a Moment. 4. It is a legal Temper, when Peace 
always marr'd by Short-comings, Short-cominęs in th 
Exerciſe of Grace, Short comings in the Mortificatio 
of din, Short comings in Holineſs; when they f ore up 
theſe Short-comings, upon the Weakneſs of Grat 
on the one Hand, and the Strength of Corruptia 
on the other, upon ſuch a Sin and Luſt that pre 
vails, upon ſuch a Plague and Diſtemper that affed 
them, inſomuch that they eannot let in a Word off: 
Comfort, they cannot hearken to the joyful Soun 
of the Goſpel, like Iſrael, who hearkned not t 
Mo ſes, becauſe of the Anguiſh of their Spirit; rhe 
look inward to themſelves, and finding nothin 
there but Failings, and Infirmities, and Plague 
inſtead of Holineſs, their Peace is wholly demo 
liſhed, becauſe they do not, at the ſame Time, loc 
upward to Chriſt, and his Blood and RighteouſnelgÞ, 
and Fulneſs ; here is a legal Temper, So allo, tF. 
the ſame Purpoſe, when a Man's Peace and Com 
fort leans only and always upon his Sanctificatio 
as if chere were no other Ground of Joy, but 
Righteouſneſs inherent : Surely, when the Joy 4% 
Sanctification is greater than the Joy of juſtificaſ 
on, it is an Evidence of a legal Temper ; for tl” 
Toy of Jaltification is ſounded upon a Law-biding: 
Righteoulnels, the perſect Obedience of the gloriou | 
Head, which is always the fame unchange?b 
Ground of Joy to Believers ; whereas his Sanctiha 
tion is imperfect here, and cannot afford ſuch Pea 
and Joy, as raich in a perfect Osedience will 1 , 

| 
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he true Circumeiſion rejoice in Chriſt, and in 
hat they have in him, more than in what they 
Wave from him. But behold, even the Believer is 

eady to be more taken up with his Sanctifieatjon, 
hich is 1nherent, and ſo to be lifted up, when 
Je wins to a good Gale, a great Meaſure of Sancti- 
cation; Corruption may abuſe the Privilege, and 
en he is proud and lifted up. It is true, Com- 
nunion with God, is of a humbling Nature, and 
Iitively makes a Man humble, and lively, and 

atchtul z but when the good Frame is creeping 
|, and Corruption beginning to work again, if 
hs Nick of Time be not noticed, and the Believer 
: not on his Guard, aꝓroud Thought may enter 
were it even upon a Paul wrapt up to the third 
eaavens 3 Leſt I ſhould be exalted above Mea ſure, 4 
leſſenger of Satan was ſent, 4 Thorn in the Fleſh, O 
Wow does a legal Temper run through every Frame! 

chen a Man is dead and dull, then he is in Dan- 
r of murmuring; and when he is active and 
rely, then he is in Danger of ſwelling. F. It is a 
zal Temper, when a Man's Expectation of Succeſs 
built upon the Miniſter that preaches ; if the Mi- 
lter hath a weak Gift, O they will not hear that 
in, at leaſt they expect little Good of him: If 
other hath great Gifts, and a taking Way, O now 
ey expect Heaven will come down; Why ? This 
In Evidence of a legal Temper; for a Goſpel 

1nper will expect nothing, but in a Goſpel Way, 
en by the powerful Influences of the Spirit pro- 


outh is but a dead Letter, without the holy 
holt. 6. It is a legal Temper, when the Believer 
under exceſſwe Diſcouragements, on whatever 
Sound ; it is an Evidence he is too much under 
ES: 1. the 


Jed in the Goſpel, The Goſpel in any Man's 
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the Law, for the Law can give no Encouragement 
no Settlement to the Conſcience; it is only Chri 
can give Reſt ; Come unto we, all ye that labour, ay 
are heavy laden, and I will give you Reſt, What is! 
that diſcourages a Believer, when he is under thi: 
legal Temper ? Sometimes he is diſcouraged whe 
he performs Duty, and cannot find that Prefene 
that ſenſible Help he would have; why then?! 
is quite diſpirited, Indeed he hath Ground e 
Mourning, when the Lord is away; he ſhould 
deeply humbled for the Cautes of it: But when h 
is ſo diſpirited, that he loſes his Confidence, an 
is beaten quite away from his Faith and Hoe 
queſtions his State, and gives Way to ſlaviſh Fe: 
that weakens his Hands in Duties, and draws h 
Heart from Duty, it is a Token he is ſecretly har 
kering after the Law; for the Language of tl 
Heart of him is, O if I could pray with as mus 
Life, and hear with as much Attention, and pe 
form Duty with as much Vigour as I would | 
at! O then I would hive a good Hope; and fo1 
is not Chriſt, ſo much as the Law, the old Hu 
band, that you deſire to place your Hope upon 
while you are under that legal Frame: The Apoti 
(Gal. iv. 21.) ſpeaks of foine Believers that deſi 
to be under the Law. Sometimes their Diſco! 
ragements ariſe from this, that they dare not: 
ply the Promiſes; and why ſo? becauſe they thin 
they are not for the like of thein; ſuch a Promi 
belongs to ſuch and ſuch a good Perſon, it 3s for 
holy Man, but not for the like of me: What 
this but a legal Temper, apprebending, that if ye 
had ſuch and ſuch a legal Righteouſneſs, then G 
would be ſome Way indebted to give you the Pr 
miſe? But, O is not Grace to be glorified iu this ne 
an 
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and Goſpel I Way! And ther<fore, the more of a Goſpel 
Spirit you have, the more cheerfully will you em- 
brace the Proniile, for this End, 5 having theſe 
Promiſes, you may cleanſe 7 lelf, by ſucking 
Vertue from the Breaſts of ths Promiſe. 7. It is an 
Evidence of à Legal Temper, when. they are always 
bra ned in Duty. Sometimes they are diſeoura- 
ged, becauſe they are fo ſtraitned in Duty; and 
they are ſtraitned in Duty, becauſe they are fo legal 
in it. Their Diteouragement Howe from their Strait- 
die Z, and their Straitning flows from their legal 
Spirit for a Gofpel Spirit is a Spirit of Liberty. 
When a Believer is fc r ordinary ſtraitned, without 
Life, withoutLiberty, it is an Evidence of a legal Spi- 
rit; for, where the Spirit of * Lord is, there is Liber- 
IT be Lait 6; the Spirit Lite inc ist Je ſus makes the 
Klan free fron, the Lew 7 Si n and Death, Rom. viii. 
2. When one is influenced by the Covenant of 
Grace, he runs in the Way of God's Command- 
ments. Tho' you have once known what it was 
to run {weetly in the Lord's Way, yet if now you 
find a habitual Indiſpoſition to Duties, and Reli- 
gious Exercies to be a heavy Yoke, a grievous Bur- 
den, this Indiſpoſition teſtifies acainft you, that 
tho* you haye once known the Golpel of Chriſt, yet 
now you're harkering after the Law, The Lord 
may indeed withdr 'w his Preſence from his 
People, for ieectlary Ends, even from the Man 
that hath much of a Goſpel-Spirit; and ſuch a Man, 
amidſt all lus Iris Is of that t Sort, will triu mph 
in Chritt, and ſay, Tho' I have 2 little in Hand, 
yer J have much in Hope; whatever my _ 
Wants be, J have enough in Chriſt; however weak 
in my ſelt, | am tro 8 in him; imperfect in my 
telt, but comp! lat in him. But when for ordina- 
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ry the Perſon does not find Pleaſure in Duty, hath 
little Heart to it, and finds it not eaſy and light, 
but grievous ; it is a Token, that he is bearing the 
Yoke*of the Law, or old Covenant: For Chriſt's 


| Yoke is eaſy, and his Burden light; but this Law- 


yoke 1s heavy. The Law, the firſt Husband, re- 
quires hard, and heavy Things, and does not help 
the Sinner with Strength; but Chriſt, the new 
Husband, requires the ſame Things, but he gives 
Strength to perform ; and what he requires of us, 
he works it in us; /can do all things thro' Chriſt 
ſtrengt hning me, were it to overleap a Wall, and 
fight Armies of Devils in my Way. 8. Ic is a Sign of 
a legal Temper, when a poor Body finds ay Diſcou- 
ragement except when about religious Duties, and 
finds no Peace when about any other Work, but is 
till racked except when upon his Knees, or going about 
ſome religious Performance or other: It is a Token 
of being knit too much to the firſt Husb ind; for 
the Law drives hard, and craves hard: But Chriſt 
is very tender and gentle in his Commands, and 
Demands ; and a Perſon, under the Influences of 
Grace, will find as much Sweetneſs, even when 
eating and drinking, and when he 1s about his 
lawful Imployment ſometimes, as when about Re- 
ligious Exerciſes, Miſtake me not here, think not 
Kar Chriſt will indulge his People in the Omiſſion 
of Duty, that is not what I intend, God forbid ; 
I know and am perſwaded, that the ſweeteſt Hours 
that the B.liever hath, is when he can win at Com- 
munion with God in the Ordinances and Duties of 
his Appointment: But yet, they that have much 
of a Gotpel-ſpirit can, with Peace, and Freedom of 
Mind, go about other Things as the Work of Chriſt; 
tho it be a Piccs of Self denial to them, not to ry 
als 
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always with him, they would be every Minute 
with him, and are longing for uninterrupted Com- 
munion with bim: Vet the Thing I ſay is, That 
their Hearts are not diſheartened, nor their Spirit 
diſpirited, when called to other Things; and it 


favours much of a legal Spirit, when the poor ex- 


erciſed Body can find no Peace about their other 
lawful Duties, unleſs they be ſtill about Duties 
that are properly religious Duties, ſuch as Prayer, 
and Reading, and Hearing, and the like; for, in 
ſome Senſe, other Duties, ſuch as Plowing and 


Sowing, and the like, may be turned to religious 


Duties by a ſpiritually-minded Man, and ſuch as 
have a Goſpel Spirit, while they carry a heavenly 
Mind to their earthly Work. 9. It is a Sign of 
too much of a legal Temper, when a Man is not ſa- 
tisfied with the Meaſure of Grace that the Lord al- 
lows him, bur frets againſt Heaven becauſe he hath 
not ſo much as others, Let none miſtake me here 
either : No Man ought in an indifferent Way to 
be content With any Meaſure of Grace, we are 
ſtill to be going on to Perfection but when we 
grudge and grieve, and are paincd at the Heart, 
and murmur againſt God, becauſe we have not 
this and chat Meaſure as others have, it is a Symp- 
tom of hankering after the Law. A Goſpel Spirit 
does not ſtrive with God, but meekly waits upon 
that Sovereign, who will have Mercy upon 
whom he will have Mercy, and Giſpenſes free- 
ly of bis Gifts and Graces as he pleaſeth. 10. It 
is a Sign of of a legal] Temper, when a Body is 
more taken up with the Gifts of Chriſt, than with 
Chritt himſelf ; more taken up with any little Thing 
they get from him, than with himſelf. When they 
get any ſenſible Grace, any ſenſible good Affections, 
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Melting of Heart, Melting of Spirit, any Inelinatio 
to what is good, any Gifts, or Graces, whether 
more common or '{pectal, they admite theſe, and 
are not jo much taken up with Chriſt himſelf ; 
But the Perlon that is evangelical in bis Actings, by 
what he gets he is led to the Gwer; If this be 
[weer, O he is infinity ſweetet that ſent it; I im- 
brace the Token, arid it dxaws out my Heart after 
him, from whom it came. 11. It is a Sign of be- 
ing too much under the Influence of the Law, when 
the Believer is poſſelt wich a fretful Spirit, and is 
not content with any Thing: For the Goſpel 
ſweerens a Man's Frame of Spirit, If the 
Beliver go to the Law, he is ay pain'd and 
wounded, and a diſeaſed Body is always a canker'd 
Body, and this Frerfulnels is a Siga, that they are 
not Sound at the Heart; bur the Goſpel is Health 
to the Heart, and Medicine to all che Fleſh. A 
Goſpel-Spirit is a Spirit of Faith, a Spirit of Love, 
a Spirit of Power, and of a found Mind, 2 Ti. i. 7, 
And hence, take a Believer when he-is much un- 
der the Iufluence of the Grace of the Gatpel, Ten 
thouſand little Difficulties, that fomerimes fret him 
and put him tbrougl-other, will not move him, 
then, when he is living near Chriſt, and under the 
Influence of the Covenant of Grace; but when at 
other Times every Thing frets him, it is a Sign 
that the Law hath the Aſcendent, for the. Lam works 
Wrath, Rom. iv. 15. (12.) It is a Sign of a legal 
Spirit, when, upon the Back of religious Duties, 
the Man hath more Freedom to ſin; Sin ſhall not 
have Dominion over you, for you are not under ibe 
Law, bu: under Grace, The Law irritates Corrup- 
tion, raiſes the Devil, but cannot lay him; but ihe 
Grace of God in Chritt, tcachcs, to deny Ungodli- 
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gd Cevenant, who preflg, and knew nothing but 
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neſs, and worldly Luſts. 1 Grace only keeps 
down the Devil, and lays him low, as it were; 
yea, bruiſes the Serpent's Head, and defiroys the 
Works of the Devil, When a Man performs Duty 
in a legal Way, to quiet his Conſcience z Why ? 
then, when Conſcience is quieted with the Duty, 
Luſt gets a Vent, like the Whore, Prov. vii. 14. 


] bave offered my Peace-Offerings, this Day I have 


paid my Vows ; come, let us take our Fill of Love, But 
when a Man performs Duty in a Goſpel-Way, nor 
meerly to ſatisfie Conlcience, or paeifie the Judge, 
but to glorifie God, to honour Chriſt, which is the 
great Goſpel-End of performing Duty; then this 
Glory of God and Chrift, that he hath in View, 
prompts him to deſire, by the Means of Duty, to 
get Amends of God's Enemies in the Heart; and when 
be gets Victory, he deſires to purſue his Enemies, 
een to the Death. | fr 
Now, my dear Friends, if there be any Believer 
here, Jam fure ſome of theſe Evidences, if not all, 
may find you out, to have too much of a legal Tem- 
per about you. O Believers, yourthat have fled for 
Refuge to the Hope before you, will you confider 
what Danger you're in from Chriſt's Rival, the Law 
as a Covenant, your firlt Husband, and how much 
your hankering after that doth undo you? You ( ic 
may be) think, you're in Hazard from carnad 
Friends, or from the World; but you cannot un- 
derſtand how you can be in Hazard from the Law: 
But you may be 1n greateſt Hazard from that which 
you're leatt afraid of. Paul tells the Believers here, 
and elſe where, to whom he writes, what Hazard 
they were in, even {rom theſe that pretended to 
preach the Goſpel, who were but Muntters of the 


to 
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to preſs People to yield Obedience and Sub jection tg 
their old Husband the Law, pretending to the 
greateſt Holineſs and Strictneſs of Life; and preſling 
nothing but Do, do, do, and Live., Nay, bur ſays 
Paul, I, and all Believers, have another Way of fi- 
ving to God, and to his Glory, than by living on, 
or by the Law as a Covenant; / through the Lay 
am dead to the Law, that I might live unto God, O 
Believer, arm your {ſelf againſt all Proxies that the 
Law makes Ule of; ſtudy the Nature, Fulneſs and 
Freedom of the New Covenant; and pray much for 
the Spirit of Wiſdom, and Revelation in the Know- 
ledge of Chriſt, and his Goſpel. I go on to 

24 Thing here propoſed, which was to ſhew the 
Cauſes of this legal Temper. Why is the World ſo 
ſet upon the Law as a Covenant, and ſo little u 

Chrilt, as che Lord their Righteouſneſs? I ſum up 
all the Reaſons into this one, which I (hall draw 
out into ſome Particulars : And it is groſs Igno- 
rance, proud Ignorance, Rom. x. 3. For they being 
ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, and going about 10 
eſtabliſh their own Righteoaſjneſs, have not ſubmitted 
themſelves unto the Righteouſneſs of God, The World 
is ignorant of God, ignorant of the Law, ignorant 
of the Goſpel, ignorant of Chritt, aud his Rights» 
outneſs, 

1. Ignorance of God, is one Cauſe of this legal 
Temper, People are ignorant of the Pertections of 
God; More particularly, they are ignorant ct the 
Holineſs of God : If Men taw what an infinite holy 
God he is, and what an infinite Hatred he bears to- 
wards the leaſt Sin, or Violation of his Law ; if 
they knew that a proud Thought were enough to 
damn a Million of Angels, and that a wandring 
Theaght is enough to damn a Million cf — 
Wou: 
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would they entertain a Fancy, of being juſtified and 
ace pted upon the Ground of any legal Righteouſ- 
neſs of their own, whether natural or gracious ? 
Nay, they would not imagine to be thus accepted, 
if they did not think, that God is ſuch an one as 
themſelves, They are ignorant allo of the Juſtice of 
God, and the Righteouſneſs of that Judge, who will 
by no Means clear the Guilty; and if it were not fo, 
that they were ignorant of his Juſtice, would any 
enilry Sinner hope to be cleared, and acquitted any 
oher Way, than upon the Account of a Ranſom of 
mfnite Value? They are ignorant of the Wiſdom 
of God, in the glorious Plan of Redemption, and 
Contrivance of Salvation by the Righteouſneſs of 
another, even of the God-Man, Chriſt Jeſus ; Igno- 
rarice of theſe, and the like Attributes and Perfecti- 
ons of God, is the great Cauſe of their being joined 
to the Law, and alive to it, 


2. Ienorance of the Law is another Cauſe, and here, 


1, They are ignorant of the Precept of the Law in the 
Extent, Spirituality, Holineſs and Perfection thereof: 
The young Man in the Goſpel thought himſelf per- 
fect ; Why? he did not know the Law. Paul thought 
hnfelf blameleſs, while he was alive to the Law; 
Men think it a narrow Rule, condemning only 
lome groſs Euormities of Life, and commanding 
only tome outward Materials of Obedience; but 
they fore not the Commandment to be exceeding 
broad; hence they imagine, they can obſerve it per- 
ketly well. 2. They are ignorant of the Penalty of 
the Law, the Sanction of it: They do not believe, 
hat there is a Curſe intail'd upon cvery Diſobedi- 
nee, Cur ſed is every one that continueth not in all 
Things that are written in the Boot of the Lam, to do 
ce, Hence, they are fond of their own legal 

E-I | | Righte- 
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Righteouſneſs, not knowing the Severity of the le. 
gal Sanction, 3. They are ignorant of the End of the 
Law, even of God's End and Deſign in giving it. 
God gave the Law to Iſrael with Fire and Thunder: 
For what End? even to be. a School-maſter to lead 
them to Chriſt, Gal, in, 24. For Chriſt is the End 
of che Law for Righteou ſneſs, to every one that believeth, 
Rom, x. 4. But behold, fo ignorant was Iſrael of 
the End of the Law, "that, like the legal Spirit in 
our own Day, they thought i it was given for this 
Fig that they might obey it as a Condition o 
ife, as it bore. the Image and Repreſentation of 
Covenant of Works; ſo they turned it directly to 
a Covenant of Works, ſaying, Exod. xix. 8. Al 
that the Lord hath commanded, we will do. If it ha 
been poſſible, or practicabl: for them to have per 
formed what they ignorantly promiſed, ther: 
would have been no need of Chriſt, or his Righ 
teouſneſs either: We will do, ſay they, there is 
bedience ; we will do, yea, we will do All, the 
1s perfect Obedicnce ; yea, we will do All, that th 
LORD JEHOVAH bach commanded us, there i 
exactly, and perpetually perfect Obedience ; Yea, w 
will do All, we our ſelves; there is their perfe 
perfonal Obedience reſolved upon: As if they hac 
in their Poſſeſſion, all the Power and Holineſs tha 
Adam had in Innocence. What fays Joſhua 10 
them, upon ſuch a proud, ignorant, and arroga 
Reſolution as this ? Indeed, he tells them, it wa 


ſimply impoſſible for them ; Ye cannot ſerve t 
Lord, for he is a holy God, Foſh. xxiv. 19. H 


18 2 holy God, and you're a finful People; it is ir 
poſſible for vou to do what you ſay. The La 
was given them, to let them ſee their utter Inſu 

hieieney and Inability, to let them {ce their Sin 
| All 
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and Deſert becauſe of Sin 45 under the Fear of 
Divine Wrath, they might be driven to the Saviour. 
But they being ignorant of this great End of the 
Law, ſet up an Obedience of their own. 

3. Ignorance of the Goſpel, is another Cauſe of 
this legal Temper ; and here manifold Ignorance 
diſcovers it ſelt. 1. They are ignorant of the Pro- 
mile of the Goſpel, ſuch as that, I/. xlv. 24. 
Surely. ſhall one „In the Lord have I Righteouſneſs 
and Strength, Here is a Sum of the Goſpel Pro- 
miſe, a Promiſe of Chriſt, and of Faith in him: 
Surely ſhall one tay ; here is a Pre miſe of Faith, 
and Faith working out from the Heart to the 
Mouth; for with the Heart Men believe to Righ- 
teouſnels, and with the Mouch Confeſſion is made 
unto Salvation. One ſhall ſay, What? no more 
but one? what a Pity is it, that only one ſhould 
lay ſo? Indeed it intimates, that very few will be 
brought off from their legal Temper: One ſhall 
Hay, not every one; well, but what will he ſay? In the 
Lord have I Righteouſneſs and Strength; Righ- 
teouſnels for juſtification, Strength for Sanctifica- 
tion; Righteouſneſs to make me happy, Strength 
to make me haly ; Righteouſneſs to give me a Title 
to Heaven, Strength to give me a Meectneſs for Hea- 
ven. I have all this, ſhall one ſay, by the appro- 
priating Act of Faith, applying all to himſelf in 
particular, with aſſured Confidence, according to 
the Mezſure of Faith. I have Righteouſnets and 
strength; where hath he it? It is in the Lord I 
have it; I have it not in my ſelf, nor in my own 
natural Power; I have it not in my own Free- 
WII, I have it not bin my Walk or Con- 
verſation, I have it not in my Zeal or Profeſſion, I 
have it not in my religious Duties ot Ferforman- 

1 ces: 
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ees, I have it not in my Heart or Life, nay, eertain- 


Iy I have it not there; but ſurely in the Lord have 
I Righceouſnels and Strength, in the Lord only: 
Men are ignorant of this. 2. They are ignorant of 
the Method of the Goſpel, in the Application of the 
Grace promiſed, particularly in the Command of 
Believing, which belongs to the Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel ; wherein the Law, in its Commands and 
Threatnings bath, is uſed in a Subſerviency, to ad- 
vance the Ends of the Goſpel. Tho? the Law does not 
teach us to believe w Chriſt, yet he being revealed, it 
obliges us to believeſin him; Tho' the Law reveals not 
a Saviour, yet the Goſpel revealing him, the Law 
obliges us to come to him. But now this Method 
of the Goſpel, and Diſpenſation thereof, is not 
known in the World; Hence come legal Uptakings 
of it, Men confounding the Command of Believing, 
wich the Golpel to be believed; the Duty of Faith, 
wich the Object of Faith ; and ſo turn the Goſpel 
to a new Law, a new Covenant of Works, as if 
the Act of Believing were our Righteouſneſs for 
Acceptance with God. Neither en they conceive 
the Command of Believing to be the great Com- 
mand, tho' God himtielf hath ſaid, This « his Com- 


' anandment, that ye believe in tke Name of his Son: 


Nay, Legaliſts cannot underſtand that, they think 
it is God's great Command, that ſceing they have 
ſinned by breaking the Law, they ſhould repent 
by turning to it; fceing they have diſpleaſed God 
by their Sins, they ſhould pleaſe him by their Re- 
pemance; feeing they have angred him by their 
Diſobedience, they ſhould pacify him by their Obe- 
dienc? ; leeing they have drawn down the Curſe by 
their Tranſerefſions, they ſhould remove it by their 
Reformation: They do not know that the great 

Com- 
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Command is, to believe on the Son of God. 3. They 
are ignorant of the great End of the Goſpel, which 
is, to humble and abaſe the Creature to the loweſt, 
and to raiſe and exalt Grace to the higheſt ; that 
No Fleſh ſhould glory in God's Preſence, but that he 
that glorieth, ſhould glory in the Lord; In the Lord 
ſhall all the Seed of Iirael be juſtified, and ſhall glory: 
That is the great End and Delign of the Goſpel ; 
but the baſe legal Spirit is ignorant of that Deſign. 
4. They are ignorant of the Goſpel Covenant: The 
I doctrinal and practical confounding of the two Co- 
venants of Works and Grace, is the great Reaſon 
 Þ of this legal Temper. And here People diſcover Ig- 
norance of the Condition of the Covenant; they are 
ienorant of the Condition of the Covenant of Grace 
and Works; the Condition of the Covenant of 
Works, was perſonal Obedience, the Man himſelf that 
does the ſe Things, ſhall live in them; and pertect Obe- 
k dience was required, a Perfection of Parts, a Per- 
r kection of Degrees, a Perfection of Duration: The 
© Condition of the Covenant of Grace, is Chritt's 
perfect Obedience received by Faith, There 1s much 
" [znorance of this, at the Root of all the Legality 
that takes Place in the World. They are ignorant 
of the Form of the Covenant, how by the Cove- 
nant of Works we get a Strength within our ſelves, 
4 by our ſelves we could obey it; how by the 
Covycnant of Grace our Strength is without us, as 


0 well as our Righteculneſs, In the Lord bade 1 
a Lrength; and, xe are to be ſtrong in the Lord, not 
1 m our ſelves, but in the Lord, and, in the Poxer 


ir his Might ; to be ſtrong in the Grace, not that 


at J our ſelves, but in the Grace that is in Chriſt: 
Alus. ; 


4. Iguo- 
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4, Ignorance of Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, i; 
a great Cauſe of Mens eſtabliſhing a legal Righte. 
ouſneſs. Rom. x. 3. God was about to caſt off a 
Whole Church, to reject them, and Unchureh |} 
them; Why? What is the Reaton ? becauſe they || | 
were ſuch a proud Pack, they would rather be 
damned with their own Righteouſneſs, than ſaved | 
by Chrilt's Righteoulneſs, or obliged and beholden 
to him for it. They would not ſubmit to it? Why? 1. 
becauſe they are ignorant of it; they do not fee the g 
Glory of it, as it is the Righteouſneſs of God; i 
they do not ſee the Neceſſity of it, becauſe their || , 
own Righteouſneſs was reckoned tutheient 3 they 1 
do not ſee the Fulneſs of it, as anſwering all the De- I: 
mands and Commands ot the Law; they do not 10 
ſee the Value of it, as ſuffieient to procure the Fa- | y 
vour of God, and purchaſe Grace and Glory; they 1 
do not fee the Acceptableneſs of it, as being the It 
only Righteouſneſs with which God is well plea- J 
ſed, and that thereby the Law is magnified, and % 
made honourable : They are ignorant of all this, I 
and therefore they go about to eſtabliſh a Righteout- Ihe 
neſs of their own, and will not ſubmit to this: Ihe 
Their Ignorance was a proud Ignorance, and fo it Be 
is with all by Nature; we are filled wich proud Ig- Bo 
norance, and ignorant Pride; tho' our Power be Non 
gone, our Pride remains. 1 


The 4b Thing here propoſed, was, the Evil and fp; 
Danger of a legal Temper and legal Obedience; Why? J 
1. This legal Way is very unpleaſant Work, it is a js 
weariſem Work; What a Wearineſs is it ? ſays the Ina 
Man. He is wearied in the Greatneſs of his Way, and 02 
yet ſays he not, there is no Hope, Ila. Ivii, 10. It is By. 
true, the Law hath ſometimes its Influences of Com- 


fort to its Votaries, and Stony-ground Hearers may 
re. 


| 11 
receive the Word with Joy, and no doubt they may 
pray and do other Duties alſo with joy; but it is 
only a good Mood, that evaniſhes, having no Roots 
ing in Chrift, Can a dead Man have Pleaſure in 
vital Actions ? can a heavy Stone incline upwards ? 
O but the legal Soul is a miſerable Creature! The 
Law drags him to Duties, Conſcience preſſes him 
to Work, ſaying, Faft, pray, pray, Man, work for 
your Life, repent, retorm, as you would not be 
damned: But behold, he cannot, tho' they be 
good Duties he is called to; and the legal Cove- 


nant, the legal Miniſter, the legal Confciciice of him 


cries, Make Brick, make Brick, make Brick ; but be- 
hold, he hath no Straw, no Straw, no Straw, nos 
thing to make it of. He hath no Strength, no 
Grace, no Communication ; and ſo he tugs, he 
works, he ſweats, but it is a heartleſs and unplea- 
fant Work. 2. Legal Obedience is very unprofi- 
table Work, as well as unpleaſant, Ia. Ivii. 12. / 
vill declare thy Reg hteon ſneſs, and thy Work, for they 
ſhall not profit thee. The Self-righteous Phariſee 
may faſt twice a Week, give Alms of all that he 
bath; be may make long Prayers, many Prayers 
he may both preach and pray frequently and fer- 
rently ; yea, the poor Legaliſt may work at his ſe- 
eret Devotion and Family Devotion; he may wait 
on Ordinances, and frequent Communions, and 
mn the whole Round of Duties; and when he 
bath done thus Thirty, Fourty, Fifty Years, all the 
Profit is, he gets Hell for his Pains, ſa. i. 11. To 
hat Purpoſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices ? All 
5 unprofitable, 3. The legal Obedience is very car- 
nal, for it is a Life wholly deſtitute of the Spirit, 
Gal. iii. 2. This I would learn of you, ſays Paul; It 
you will be Dectors of the Law, let me have a * 
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ſon from you, if you can give it, Received ye the 
Spirit by the Works of the Law, or by the Hearing 
of Faith? Was it by the Works of the Law? I trow 
not; Nay, the Spirit is not received in that Way: 
It is in and by the Goſpel of Chriſt. The Legaliſt is 
deſtitute of the Spirit; whatever affectitious Holi- 
neſs he may have, or real Holineſs he may pretend 
to, he wants a ſanctifying Work, ſealing Work; 
Senſual, not having the Spirit, 4. Legal Obedience 
eroſſes the molt glorious Deſign of Heaven, particu- 
larly God's Deſign in giving Chriſt, and Chriit's I : 
Deſign in coming to the World. (1.) It eroſſes , 
God's greateſt Deſign ; What is that? It is even 1. 
the exalting of his tree Grace: What is the great , 
Deſign of all the great Works of Giod, Election, Re- | 
demption, Regeneration, Providence? Why does || | 
he chooſe one, and reject others? Why does he If 
chooſe a wicked Publican, and caſt a righteous I 
Phariſee to Hell? Why does he redeem a poor, | 
ignorant, ilb-naturd Lad or Laſs from their 


if miſerable State, and Jet the Rich and Learned 
74 o to Hell? Why docs he regenerate an E- 
| | ect Soul, after he hath been Twenty, Thirty Years 


nerate, why dees he in Providence let them fall in- 
to Straits, Wants, Sins, manifold Temptations, 
Troubles, Affliction, Deſertion, and heavy Com- 
plaints on theſe Accounts? Why? All is to exalt 
free Grace in the Iſſue: But now the Legaliſt eroſſes Nhat 
this Deſign of God; he would have Self exalted, his Ian 
Works exalted, inſtead of Chriſt, and free Grace. Ma 
He puts another Righteouſneſs in the Room of the Ima 
Righteouſneſs of Chritt, and ſo takes the Dung of Ime 
his own Righteouſneſs, as Paul calls it, and calts it may 
upon the Face of free, rich, and ſovereign Grace, hay 


to cover, and hide, and darken it, O what a de- y 
5 viliſh 
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viliſh Deſign is this, in 9 to God's glo- 
rious Deſign of making Grace ſhine brightly ! (2.) 
It croſſes Chriſt's great Deſign in coming to the 
World: The grand Intention of the Son of God, 
in coming from Heaven, was, to bring in an ever- 
lajting Righteouſneſs, Dan, ix. 24, But behold, 
the Legaliſt's Deſign, in eftabliſhing his own Righ- 
teouſneſs, is, to make all Chriſt's Labour to be loſt 
Labour; he fruſtrates the very End of Chriſt's 
Death, and makes it vain, Gal. ii. laft. If Righte- 
0uſneſs come by the Law, Chriſt is dead in vain, In- 
ſtead of Chriſt's everlaſting Righteouſneſs, he ſets up 
a Righteouſneſs that cannot laſt Half a Day, nor 
Half an Hour, nay, not a Moment. 5. Legal Obe- 
dience hath the Evil of Blaſphemy in it. It re- 
proaches the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as if it were 
not ſufficient, as if his Attonement were not per- 
fect, as if his Satisfaction were not full, as if his 
Obedience were not perfect, unleſs it be pieced up 
with the Rags of the Man's own Righteouſneſs. 
Is not Chriſt's Righteouſneſs perfect without your 
Addition? O do not blaſpheme the Son of God, 
and fay in Effect, his Obedience was not a Di- 
vine, perfect Obedience; for thus you re- 
proach his Fulneſs and Suffieieney. 6. Legal Obedi- 
ence iſſues in a terrible Diſappointment ; the poor 
deluded Man thinks, his Prayers and Duties, that he 
hath been performing for ſo many Years, will make 
an excellent Robe to coyer him: I hope, ſays the 
Man, I have ſomething that will contribute to 
make me die in Peace ; I have ſomething to make 
me ſtand in Judgment, that others haye not; for 
many a Duty have I performed, many a Prayer 
ave 1 mage, theſe Twenty or thirty Years, and ma- 
J Times have I prayed with very much Warm. 
| 5 neſs 
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neſs of Affection, and Livelineſs of Frame; and 
therefore, 1 have a good Hope, that God will be 
pleaſed, and all will be well with me. But, O 
what a fearful Diſappointment does the Man meet 
with ! Death comes; and if he die in the fame legal 
Dream, he goes down to the Grave with a Lie in 
his Rig ht-hand, The Hypocrite's Hope is like the 
Spider "Web ; ; why? what comes of it? The Spider 
works 1t out of her own Bowels ; it is her Houſe, it 
is her Food, it 1s her Fence, there ſhe dwells, therc 
the feeds, there ſhe ſecures and ſhelters her felf for 
a While ; but at the Cloſe of the Day, or End of 
the Week, the Beſom comes along, and ſweeps her 
and her Lodgine, and all to the Ground: Even 
ſo, the Legaliſt, he works a Web out of his own 
Bowels, he Wraps himſelf in this Garment of his 
own ſpinning ; here he dwells, here he works, here 
he feeds, here he ſhelters himſelf from all Challenges 
and Apprehenſions of Danger; but behold, the 
Beſom of Death and Deſtruction comes, and weer; 
him, and his Refuge of Lies, down to 'the bottom 
lefs Pit. If his Eyes be open on a Death-bed to 
fee Hell, to ſee the Juſtice of God, to fee the Spiri- 
tuality of the Law, the Imperfetion of his Duties 
the Emptineſs of his Performances, and the ſand 
Foundation he hath been building his Faith upon 
then his Conſcience rores, his Heart deſpairs; ht 
hath no Peace, no Comfort; bur finds himſelf mi 
ſerably diſappointed. If his Eyes be not open 
why then? he dies in a Deluſion, as he lived 
finks into the Lake of Fire ; and 1n Hell he open 
his Eyes, and finds himſelf eternally diſappointed 
O ſee then, what Ground there is to lament ov 
this legal T emper, which 1s indeed a damnab! 
Temper, where it hath a full Reigu. 
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Exbortation, both to them that are alive to the Law 
and to them that are dead to the Law, of whom 
the Text eſpecially ſpeaks. 1/7. To Unbelievers, and 
all theſe that are alive to the Law. O, for the Lord's 
Sake, take no Reſt till you get out of that damnable 
State : O conſider what you are doing, ſo long as 
you are not dead to the Law; The beſt Thing that 
you are doing, in that Cafe, is, That you're bigging 
your Neſt about the old rotten Walls of the Cove- 
nant of Works. May be, you think you're a good 
Proteſtant, you're a good Chriſtian, you have a 


' 
good Heart, you perform good Duties, you par- 
take of good Ordinances, and what Ill ſhould you i} 


fear? 1. I tell you, that you're under the Curſe 
of the Law of Works; Cu ſed is every one that con- 
tinuet h not in all T hings, ibat are written in the Book 
be Law, to do them, And while you're under 
the Law, and ſeeking to eſtabliſh a Law-righteouſ- 
els of your own, all the People of God are o- 
bliged to ſay, That God is in the right to curſe 
you; they are obliged to ſay Amen, to all the | 
Curſes of the Bible againſt you, Deut. xxvii. laſt, 
Curſed is he that confirmeth not all the Words of this 
Lam; and «ll the People ſhall ſay, Amen. If you will iff 
take the old Covenant of Doing for Life, and Ju- 
{tiftcation, then you mult take it with a Ven- | 
cance, unleſs you do pertectly, and do to Purpoſe, 
which is 1mpoſlible for you; Curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all Things, & e. and all Believers can ññ 
lay Amen to it, in the Words of Paul, Let him that WM 
loves net or Lord Feſus Chriſt, be Anathema Maran— 
arha, While you are under the Law, no Bleſſing 
belongs to you, but all Divine Curſes; if you will 
not get out of your legal Righteouſneſs, and get 
under the le ours of the Blood ot Jeſus, no- 
VV thing 
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thing but Terror belongs to you, and nothing but 
Terror and Curſes can I preach to you: For, A. 
many as are of the Works of the Law, are under the 
Curſe. 2. I muſt tell you, as you are under the 
Curſe of the Law, ſo you are under the Command 
of the Law, Do, and live: Tho' by the Goſpel Call, 
you are not obliged indeed to ſeek Righteoutſnels in 
your ſelf, in order to Life, but to ſeek it in Chrilt ; 
yet by your Unbelief, you keep your (elf under the 
Command of the Law, If thou wilt enter into Life, 
keep the Commandment; keep it perfectly, or elſe 
Vengeance thall overtake you. - It is not your little 
Mints that will ſatisfie the Law, tho* you ſhould 
read, faſt, mourn, and ſhed Tears of Blood all 
your Days; if you will pay any Duty to the Law 
as a Covenant, V are 4 Debtor to fulfil the whole 
Lam, Gal. v. 3. The Law is a Chain that is lined 
together, and if you take one Link of it, the Weight 
of che whole Chain will be upon you; and fo, if 


| you will do any Thing in Obedience to the Law, 


that you may be thereby ſaved and juſtified, you're 
uuder Bondage to the whole Law, ' and bound to 
do every Thing perfectly, that you may be juſtified, 
O the miſerable Bondage that you are under ! You 
will never be able to ſatisfie the Law, and fo you 


are condemned already, Yea, let me tell you more, 


you are a wicked ungodly Creature: Whatever you 
ſeem to be to others, or think you are your ſelf; 
yet being alive to the Law, you are a Stranger to 
the Life of God; for, till you be dead to the Law, 
you ſhall never live unto God; tho' you look like 
an Angel of Light for Holineſs, yet, being alive- se 
to the Law, you have no true Holineſs nor Godli- 
neſs, Ye that are till lippening to your Works, 
then, you'll meet with a fad Diſappointment ; for by 
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he Deeds of the Law no Fleſh living can be juſt 
fed. But there are others, who ſeem to be upgn 
other Extreme; they ſay, The Law is now abto- 
gated, and we are not to ſeek juſtification or Sal- 
ration that Way; and therefore we are carcleſs 
about the Law, or about any Duty of Obedience. 
Yea, but let me tell you your Doom out of the Law 
alſo; you are a deſparate Sinnen: Becauſe you can» 
notelatishe the Curſe of the Law, therefore you 
run away from the Commands of the Law, and 
run away to the Devil, inſtead of running to 
Chriſt, But I'll tell you, tho the Law cannot ju- 


ſtifie, or ſave you, yet it can condemn you: It bath * 


Power to condemn you, tho' it hath none to ſave 
you; and it will condemn, + and does condemn 
you, and all that are out of Chriſt ; and therefdre, 
for every Sin that you are guilty of, you muſt an- 
fwer ; and every Sin is enough to damn you, by 
vertue of the Law. O then, may this be a Mean 
to move you all that are under the Law, to ſeek 1n 
to Chriſt, who is the End of the Law for Righte- 
ouſneſs, to every one that belieyveth ! Come, poor, 
curled, condemned, ungodly Sinner, if you would 
live unto God here, and live with him hereafter, 
come out from under the heavy Yoke of the Law ; 
Chriſt hath a good and perfect Law-biding Righ- 
teouſneſs to give you, tho' you have nothing to 


bring to him, bur Sin and Guile, and Miſery, and 


and Hell about you, yet come to him; and if you 
cannot come, O go to him, and tell him that you 
cannot come, and plead, that by his Ommportent 
Power, he may draw you; and it you do ſo in 
Truth, it is one to a thouſand, if he does meet you 
half Way. O Man, you cannot be ſaved, to the 
Credit of God's Holineſs, unleſs you join m——_ 
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| . 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, which anſwers alſo the 
Threatning of the Law, and ſatisfies the Juſtice of 
God. In this Way, Mercy can take Vent, to the 
Credit and Honour of all God's Perfections. O 
Man, Woman, are you for this Way of it? O 
then ſay, Farewel to the Law of Works for ever; 


Here is a more noble and glorious Way, O ble. | 


ſed be God for ever, if that be the Bargain betwixt 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs and your Soul! O maythe 
Lord draw you to it! But now, 

2dly, To you that are Believers, and have cloſed 


with Chriſt, and fo are dead to the Law ; Remem- 


ber, you're not to live a lawleſs Life for all that x 
My . to you is, that, being dead to the 
Law, you live unto God. Let me offer ſome Mo- 
tives and Directions, and the rather that J have 
taken ſome Pains to gather together, and lay before 
you, many Things relative to a legal Temper, for 
guarding you againſt the Neanomian Extreme on 
the one Hand; let Men beware leſt their carnal 
Hearts abuſe this Doctrine of Grace to Antinomian 
Licentiouſneſs on the other Hand. Sure I am, the 
Goſpel- Doctrine of it ſelf hath no ſuch Tendency : 
Tho' an ignorant World may ſuſpect the Doctrine 
of the Goſpel, the Doctrine of Chrilt's Righteouſ- 
neſs, as if it were againſt a perſonal Righteoul- 
neſs or Holineſs ; I declare to you, in the Name of 
Fehovab, that the contrary is true, and that you'll 
never live according to the Law as a Rule of Holi- 
neſs, till yon be dead to the Law as a Covenant and 
Condition of Life. Be that hath Ears to hear, let 
him hear. It the Light of the Glorious Goſpel, 
even the Light of the Glory of God in the Face of 
eſus Chriſt, did once ſhine into your Heart, then, 
beholding this Glory of tlie Lord, you would be 
changed 
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changed into the ſame Image from Glory to Glory by 
the Spirit of the Lord ; yea, to believe the Goſpel 
ſfavingly, is the Way to fulfil perfectly. The trie 
Believer may be ſaid to fulfil the Law, both as it is 
a Covenant, and as it is a Rule: As it is a Coves 
nant, he fulnls it perfectly and legally in his Head 


and Surety, in whom he hath perfect, everlaſting 


Righteouſneſs; And as it is a Rule he fulfils 
it perfectly alſo; with a Perfection of Parts 
here, and a Perfection of Degrees hereafter: And in 
both theſe Relpects may that Word be explained, 
Rom. i. 3, 4. where the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law 1s laid to be fulfilled in Believers, whoſe Cha- 
racter is, that they nal net ater the Fleſh, but after 
the Spirit, Now, I would preſs you to this p- 
ritual Walk, this holy Life, which is a living unto 
God ; for tho' your Holineſs be not neceflary for 
your Juſtification, that is the damnable Doctrine os 
Popery ; tho' I lay, it be not neceflary, for yout 
Juſtification, becauſe you're dead to the Law in 
point of Juſtification, yet it is neceſtary, becaufe 
you're dead to the Law, for this very End, that you 
may live unto God in Point of Sanctification, and 
that you may be holy, More particularly, for Mog 
tives, conſ:der the Neccflity of Bolinets, in thete 
following Particulars, 

(I.) It is neceſſiry in reſpect of God; and here 
(to uſe the Method of a great Divine on this 
Head) Conſider how the Will of God, the Love of 
God, the Glory of God, obliges you in particular, 
Believer, to live unto God. 1. The Sovereign Will 
of God obliges you to Holineſs, 1 Thef., iv. 3. 
T his is the Will of God, even your Santlification, It '18 
the Will of God the Fn, he hath — ; 
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ho gave himſelf ſor us, that he might redeem us from 
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We are his Workmanſhip,created in Chrift jeſus un 


to good Works, which- God before had ordained 
that we ſhould walk therein. It is the Will of God 
the Son, Job. xv. 16. have ordained you that 
yon ſhould bring forth Fruit, and that it ſhould remain, 
It is the Will ot God the Holy Ghott, whom we 
grieve by our Sins, if we do not tiudy Holineſs, 
2. The Love of God obliges you to Holineſs ; yea, 
this is the End of the electing Love of the Father, 
the purchaſing Love of the Son, and the operating 
Love of the Holy Ghoſt, Ir 1s the peculiar End of 
the electing Love of the Father, who hath choſen us, 
that we ſhould be holy, and unblamable, Eph, 1. 4, 
before him in Love; he hath choſen us to Salva- 
tion, through Sanctification of the Spirit. It is 
the peculiar End ot the purchaſing Love of the Son, 
all Iniquity, and purify to himſelf a peculiar People, 
zealous of good Works, Tit. ii. 14. And who loved his 
Church,and gavehimſelſ ſor it, that he might ſantlify and 
cleanſe it by the Waſhing of Mater, and preſent it io himſelf 
a gloritus Church, not having Spot, nor Wrinkle, nor any 
ſuch Thing, but that it ſhould be holy, and without Ble- 
iſh, Epb. v. 25, 26, 27, It is alſo the pcculiar 
End of the operating Love ct the Holy Ghott, his 
whole Work in us, and for us, conſilting in pre- 
paring us for, and enabling us to the Dutics of 
Holineſs, and bringing forth the Fruit hereof in 
us, Believer, if you have any Regard to the Sove- 
reignty of God, Father, Son, and toy Gholt, any 
Regaxd to the Love of God, Fatlier, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, it obliges you to Holineſs of Heart and Lite, 
3. The Glory of God obliges you toHolineſs, and makes 


it neceſſary, Would you glorifie the Father, then les 
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your Light fo ſhine before Men, that they ſeeing your 
good Works, may glorifie God. Herein is my Father 
glorified, that ye bear much Fruit. Would you glo- 
rifie the Son? It is the Will of God, that all Men 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father, 
And how 1s this done ? Even by believing in him, 
and obeying him; Te are Friend, ye evidence your 
ſelves to be ſo, if ye do whatſoever I command you. 
Would you glorifie the Holy Ghott ? It is by ſtu- 
dying Holineſs; for we are his Temple, and Holi- 
neſs becomes his Houſe and Temple for eyer ; and 
he is diſhonoured when his Temple is defiled. 
Surely, Believer, when I ſpeak to you, I cannot be 
ſuppoled to ſpeak to one, that neither regards the 
Sovereign Will, Love nor Glory of God, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; tho* your Holineſs thouid 
all be loft, and never regarded, which is impoſſible, 
yet here is Reaſon enough for it. f 

(2. ) In Reſpect of your ſelves, you're neceſſarily 
cbliged to Holineſs ; your own Honour and Peace 
is concern'd here; it is gainlal, God lineſs is great 
Gain, having the Promue of this Life, and that 
which is to come. It is pleaſant, for Wiſdom's 


Ways are Pleatantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace: 


There is no Peace, faith my God, to the Wicked; 
but the Fruit of Righteouſneſs is Peace, and the 
Eflect of Righteouſnets, Quietneſs and Affurance 
for ever. Yea, it is Honourable, and the greatelt 
Honour you can be advanced unto ; to be holy, is 
to be ke unto God. | : 

(3.) In Relpect of others, you're obliged to Holi- 


nels; it may tend co their Conviction and Converſi- 


on. On the one Hand, it may tend to their 
Conviction, and to ſtop their Mouths, who are 
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Enemies of God, and Mk both here and hereafter. 
Ie It may ſtop their Mouths here, as you fee, 1 Pet. 
I. 15. This is the Will of God, that with Well-doing, 
you may put to Silence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men. 
Ignorant Fools may call you Hypocrites,they may call 
you Antinomians, and Enemies to the Law: Now, 
by Well-doing, you give them an unanſwerable Do- 
cument, that tho' you be dead to the Law as a Co- 
venant, yet you put Honpur upon the Law as a 
Rule of Holineſs, and fo make them aſhamed of 
their baſe Calumny, according to that, 2 Pet. iii. 
16. Hiwving a good Conſcience, that whereas they ſpeak 
Evil of you, as of Evil=dver s, they may be aſhamed that 
falfly accuſe your good Conver ſaticu in Chriſt, And, 
2. Hereafter, ind the Day of judgment, it is ſaid, 
The Saints ſhalYjudge the World, not only as they 
will be Aſleſſors with the Son of God, and applaud 
him in all his judicial Proceedings; but in regard 
their Holineſs and good Works will tend to the 
Contuſion, and Conviction of the Wicked : And 
indeed the good Works of the Saints will meet 
them one Day, with a changed Countenance, that 
they ſhall fearce know them ; they fee them now to 
pe all black, defiled, and deformed ; but they will 
then be brought forth beautiful and glorious, to 
the Shame of the Wicked, Matth. xxv. On the 
other Hand, your Holinels may tend to the Con- 
verſion of others, 1 Per. ii. 12. The Holineſs of 
Profeſſors hath ſometimes tended to the Convertion 
of the Profane, who, when the Day of their gract- 
ous Viſitation hath come, have glorified God upon 
that Account, 1 Pet. iii. 1, 2. and therefore ſays 
Paal, Tit, iii. 18. This « à faithful Sying, and theſe 
Things 1 will, that thou arhum con{tantly, that they 
hich have believed in God, be careful to mainggin 2900 
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Works; fer theſe Things are goed, and profitable unto | 


Aden; 


(4.) In reſpect of your State, you ſtand obliced to 
Holineſs, Are you in a jultificd State, accepred 
into Friend{hip with a holy God, of purer Eyes 
than to behold Iniquity? Should you not evidence 
your juſtification by your Sanctification ? Is it not 
neceſſary that you ſhould be holy, if you dwell in 
the Preſence, walk in the Sight, and ly in the 
Bolom of ſuch a holy God ? Are you in a ſancti- 
fied State? Wherefore was you Regenerate 2 Where 
fore got you a new Hearr, and a new Nature, and 
a holy Principle of Graee, but that you ſhould be 
holy ? Are you in am adopted State? Why ſo? but 
that you thould live like the Children of God, and 


be Followers of God, as dear Children ? O, was 


vou not jultified, adopted, and ſanctified for this 
End, that you nnghe live unto God? If we be 
Believers, what a Shame is it for us, to live ſo un- 
ſuitably ro our State, as many T1mes we do? Is 
that all the Thanks we give to God for his Favours, 
that we ſhould trample his Statutes under our Feer, 


dithonour his Name, break his Law, and grieve | 


his Spirit? It does not ſet you, it is not like you, 
Believer : He hath loved you with an everlaſting 
Love, and drawn you with Lovine-kindnets ; will 
you at like a Devil in Eumity avainft him, be- 
cauſe he heth acted like a Cod of Love to- 
wards you? O ty for Shame, Believer, Tell it not 
in Garth, &c. Have we nor the Hope of Glory? 
aud thall we nor, having this Iope, purifie 
our ſelves, eve: ) as be 18 7h ? Are we Partakers 
ot the precious Promſes? Then, having thete Pro- 
uus, dearly Beloved, let us cleanſe our felves 
hom all EFilthincls of the Fleſh, Cc. Are we Heirs 
of 
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of Glory? and ſhall we not ſeek to have our 
Right and Title unto Glory cleared? Rev. xxii. 14. 
Bleſſed are they that do his Commandments, that they 
may have Right to the Tree of Liſe, and may enter in 
through the Gates to the City; That is, either that 
your Right may be made evident, according to 

that Word, Ye are my Friends, if ye do whatſocver 
I command you; that is, You thus evidence your 
ſelves to be my Friends; or, anent this Right, know, 
there is a Right of Merit, and a Right of Meetne ſi, 
both necefiary ; a Right of Merit, Believer, you 
have not in your ſelf, but in Chriit ; and that 
is eſtabliſhed in juſtification through the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; a Right of Meet 
neſs you mult have in your ſelf from Chrilt, 
4 and that is in Sanctification and Holineis: What 
#3 ſhall I ſay ? Are you not dead to the Law, that 
#1 you may live unto God? Are you not to teltifie 
your Gratitude rowards him, that hath provided 
another Law-Righteouineſs than your own ? Are 
4 you not to dificrence your {elf from the World, that 
1 [ are walking in the broad Way to Hell and Damna- 
1 tion, and under the Curſe of the Law, and the 
Wrath of God Are you not delivered from the 
. Wrath to come, and of all Men in the World un- 
der the greateſt Obligations to be holy? Should you 
not ſiudy to pleaſe that God that hath pitied you? 
Hath he waſhen you in his Blood, and ought 
you not, through his Grace, to ſtudy, to let it be 
known to the World, that his Blood hath a Ver- 
tue to ſanctifie you? Yea, hath he promiſed, Sin 
1 ſnall not have Dominion over you, becauſe ye are 
4 j not under the Law,but under Grace ? ſhould ye not 
# ſtudy, through his Grace, to let it be ſeen, that his 
: Promiſe is verified in you? 


1 
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(5. In Reſpect of the Danger you are in, if you 
do not ſtudy Holineſs, If you be a Child of God, 
you are indeed freed from the Curſe of the Cove- 
nant of Works, that Penalty can never reach you; 
But, is it nothing to you, that your heavenly Fa- 
ther ſhould chaſtiſe you, hide his Face from you, 
deny an Anſwer to your Prayers, hide your Evi- 
dences of Heaven from you, give you up to the Tyr- 
rany of your Luſts, and then take Vengeance ay 
on your Inventions ? | 

(G.) In Reſpect of the Advantage herein. You are 
obliged to Holinefs. ; Why? in this Way you may 
come to live joyfully, and die comfortably ; in this 
Way your Integrity may be ſupported, as it was 
wich Jeb; in this Way you may come to have 
{weet Communion with God, according to Chriſt's 
Promiſe, ohn xiv. 21. He that hath my Command- 
ments, and keepeth them, he it is that loves me, and 
I will love bi, &c. In this Way you ſhall be fitted 
for ſerving hun in your Generation, 2 Tim. ii. 19. 
In this Way you will have an Evidence of your 
juſtification, 1 John iii. 19. In this Way you ſhall 
bring down the Bleiſing of God on every Work of 
your Hand, all that ye do ſhall proiper, Pſal. i. 4. 
Yea, in this Way you ſhall become a Publick-zood, 
a Common-zood, a Bleſſing, and a Benefit 10 all 
about you, both in communicating Good to them 
with whom you converſe, and m diverting Judg- 
ments from theſe that are about you, as Ten righ- 
teous Men would have preſerved Sodom; O what 
a Sodom is the preſent Generation! And as it is like 
Sydom and Gommorrah, and perhaps a thouſand 
Times worſe, in Reſpect of Sins againſt Law and 
Goſpel-Light, which Sodom never had; fo, if the 
Lord do not leave us a Remnant, we ſhall be like 
Sodexs 
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| Sodom: and Gomorrah, in Reſpect of Judgments; All 


theſe Things, and a thouſand more that might he 
adduced, ſhould preſs you mightily to the Study of 
Holineſs, and living unto God; you are dead to 
the Law, that you may live to God. But next, 
24ly. For Direction. Queſt. O how ſhall I live unto 
God ? I ſhall offer you no Directions but one, 
which my Text leads me to, and it is, If you 
would live unto God, O ſtudy to be more and 


More dead to the Law: The more you are dead to 


the Law as a Covenant, the more will you live ac- 
cording co the Law as a Rule; What? do you not 
find a legal Spirit that remains with you, and wea— 
kens your Hands in Duties of Holineſs > When 
you are wreltling at Duties in your own natural 
Strength, it is a legal old Covenant Way; and do 
you not fuid it a hard, heavy, wearifom Task? 
I rrow there is little Holineis there; bur when you 
are leaning on the Strength of Chriltt, do you not 
find your Soul cnlarged and quickned in Duty? 
When you perform Duty from a Frizeiple of 
ſlaviſh Fear, that is a legal Way; and do you not 
find your Hands weakned, and little Heart to the 
Work? Bur on the contrary, when rhe I ove of 
Chrilt conſtrains you, is it not then chat you rut: 
with Pleaſure in the Ways of his Command- 
ments? Yea, Sin hath Dominion over you, when 
you are, and in ſo far as you ate under the Law; 
for the Motions of Sin are by the Law: The Law 
Irritates Corruption, and cannot ſubdue it; for 
It is the Grace of God, xcvealed in the Goſpel, that 
effectualy teaches to deny Ungod lineſs and worldly 
Iaifts, „To be derd to the Law, is to be married to 
Chriſt : it is to be brought off from the firſt Adam, 
and united to the ſecond Adam. And, Believer, 
a3 
\ 


m, 


137 9 


as you are in Chriſt, ſo you are to abide in 


him, if you would be fruitful, and live un- 
to God, Jobn xv. 4; As the Branch cannot bea 


Fruit of it ſelf, except it abide in the Vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me. Now, to abide 
in him, is juſt to be ſtrong in the Grace that is in 
him, and to continue to be ſtrong in him by Fait 
and this is neceſſary in order to Fruitfulneſs: As, 
tho? an Imp be grafted into the Root, if it be not 
faſtned and take firm Rooting; it does not come to 
Fruitfulneſs; ſo the Sinner is made a Chriſtian, by 
being cut off from the Law, and ingrafted into 
Chriſt; but he is not a fruitful Chriſtian, if he do 
not take a ſtrong Grip of Chrilt, and draw Vertue 
from him Therefore, Abide in me, and I in you 
ſays Chriſt; and O but it is well ſaid! For, 
he do not abide in us, we will never abide in him 
by the Grace of Faith, unleſs he abide in us by the 
Spirit of Faith, If we provoke God to take away 
his Spirit, our Faich fades, fails and withers ; and 
then we depart from'the Lord by an evil Heart of 
Unbelief. Here is the Way then to live unto God, 
and to bring forth Fruit to him, even to die more 


Ind more to the firſt Husband, the Law, and 


to live by Faith upon your bleſſed Husband, Chriſt; 
Q-eft, Bur, by what outward Means ſhould we 
thus live? May we not neglect Duties, ſinee we 
we dead to the Law? Nay, God forbid; It 


was the Devil's Temptation ro Chriſt, to caſt kim- 


(elf head long from the Temple, bccauie God had 
promiſed to preſerve him in all his Ways; fo, Be- 
ver, God hath promiſed to preſerve you, he hath 
romiſed that Sin ſhall not have Dominion over 


chu and that you ſhall never periſh 5 and is the 


Peril cempting you therefore o throw your ſelf 
8 donn 
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down headlong from the Temple, and from Temple- 
means. and Ordinances, publick and private? O 
tell chat abominable Devil, as Chriſt did, I is writ- 
ten, J has ſhalt not tempt the Lord thy God, It you 
_ neglect Means, you tempt the Lord your God, wha 
hath commanded you to uſe Means, and made this 
the Method of the Communication of Grace and 
Strength, to wir, in the Uſe of ſuch Means, as Faith, 
Prayer, Reading, Hearing, Meditation, Watchful- 
Meſs : Therefore, O be diligent in the Uſe of theſ 
Means; only do not ligpen to the Means, by put 
ting them in Chriſt's Room; give Means their 
own Room, and do not expect, without the Graez 
of the new Covenant, that Means will do the 
Buſineſs, Grace is the Spring from which the I. 
ving Water does flow, and, Means are the Channe 
and Pipes thro which the Water is conveyed ; anc 
if the Fountain do not ſend out Streams, all th: 
Conduits and Pipes in the World can never con 
vey it unto us. Therefore, in the Uſe of Means 
be ſtill looking to the Lord : Look to him, bot! 
for Grace to uſe the Means, and for Grace to ble 
the Means. If you lay Streſs upon the Means, the 
become unprofitable : In the Uſe of theſe Means, ( 
cry, cry mightily to the Lord, that he would ki 
your Self- confidence; cry for the Spirit of Life, t 
quicken you, that you may live unto God ; fo 
till the Spirit of Life enter into the dry Bones, the 
will be no Stirring, no Motion, no Living to Goc 
Cry for the Spirit of Faith, fo as you may ſay wi 
Paul in the Context, / live, yet not I, but Chriff | 
derh in me; and the Life J live, is by the Faith of . 
Con of God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for 
O ery for Faith and the Aſſurance of Faith: 
doubt, one may have Faith, and yet want — 
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ſurance, which we commonly call ſo; but Whether 


there be ſome kind of Aſſurance or Perſwaſion in 
the Nature of Faith, is a Queſtion that I do not here 
enter upon: Only, this I am ſure of, from the 


Word of God, that Doubting is no Part of Faith + 
for Faith and Doubting are as oppoſite as Light 


and Darkneſs, Some Believers indeed. have many 
Doubts, many Doubts, many Doubts ; why ?, be- 
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cauſe they have litile Faith, little Faith, little ait; 


O thou of little Faith, wherefore didſt thow doubt ? And N 


I find the Believer that walks in Darkneſs, and 


hath no Lights he is directed to Faith, as the An- 


tidote againſt his Darkneſs, and Doubting ; Let 
him truſt in the Name of the Lord, and ſtay himſelf 


upon his God. Cry, I ſay, for the Spirit of Faith, 


and Faith will work by Love : Cry for a Goſpel- 


ſpirit ; for L teſtify in the Lord's Name, that Goſ- 


pel-holineſs will never flouriſh among us, or in the 
Generation, till we be more free of a Legal Spirit; 
and that we will not live unto God, unleſs we be 
dead to the Law. 
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1 1. »6. for as End, r. as bi En 


Age 10. line 10. dele ur. p. 13. I. 14. & 17. for 
Tur, read for. (p. 17. 1. 22. for poper r. Power. 
23. J. 13. for many are, r. many 4s are. p. 26. l. 7. 
bor of that, r. with that. p. 32. I. 26. r. Occaſion of it. 
45. I. 16. for Believers, r. Believer.) p. 55. I. 24. 
for not. So, r. not ſo. p. 60. I. 15+ for Pretexce, r. Prince. 
( p- 64. I. ult. r. at Liberty.) p. 65. l. 15. & 15. for ſe- 
cret, r. ſweet. (p. 67.1. 9. for Hope, r. Faith.) p. 69. 
I. uit. for ſhould in, r. ſhould have in: p. 70. 1.6. r. 
old Covenant. (p. 72. l. 9. dele great. p. 78. I. 26. dele 
their.) P- 82. I. 31+, for Preſs, TI, Prize. . 85. I. 22. T. N 
may dive. (p- S6. I. 2 & 3, for 7 Law, r. of hiz Law. p.88. 
| .) p- 89. J. 25. dele 5. 
I. 31. for grove, r. mere. p. 90. |. 11. add in. p. 96. 
for den, r. Burden. p. 98. for their, r. the. p. 104. l. 33. 
add A. p. 105+ J. 28. dele was. p. 106. J. 9. for up, 
7. upon. p · 113. 1. 23. add ſet. ä 
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